MEMO
PRS Memo to 9/23/20 TAC Meeting

Date:
September 23, 2020
To:
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Representatives

From:
Martha Henson, Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS) Chair
Subject: Nodal Protocol Revision Requests (NPRRs) and System Change Requests (SCRs)
	Issue: 
Consideration of the following NPRRs and SCR recommended for approval by PRS:

· NPRR999, DC Tie Ramp Limitations [ERCOT]

· NPRR1025, Remove Real-Time On-Line Reliability Deployment Price from Ancillary Service Imbalance Calculation – URGENT [LCRA]

· NPRR1033, Clarification of Financial Security Interest Payment and Withholding Processes Upon Termination of Market Participant Standard Form Agreement [ERCOT]

· NPRR1035, DC Tie Schedules Protected Information Expiry and Posting [ERCOT]

· NPRR1036, Late Payment Enforcement Provisions [ERCOT]

· NPRR1037, Correction to the Settlement of Switchable Generation Resources (SWGRs) Instructed to Switch to ERCOT [ERCOT]

· NPRR1038, BESTF-8 Limited Exemption from Reactive Power Requirements for Certain Energy Storage Resources - URGENT [ERCOT]

· SCR811, Addition of Intra-Hour PhotoVoltaic Power Forecast to GTBD Calculation – URGENT [ERCOT]

	Background/History: 
Unless otherwise noted: (i) all Market Segments were present for each vote and (ii) ERCOT Credit Staff and the Credit Work Group (Credit WG) have reviewed the revision request and do not believe it requires changes to credit monitoring activity or the calculation of liability. 
Revision Requests Recommended for Approval
· NPRR999, DC Tie Ramp Limitations [ERCOT]
Proposed Effective Date:  Upon project implementation of the Intra-Hour Variability (iCAT) Tool
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Less than $5k (O&M); no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to Energy Management System (EMS); no impacts to ERCOT business processes; ERCOT grid operations and practices will be updated.
Revision Description:  This NPRR revises Section 4.4.4, DC Tie Schedules, and creates new Section 4.4.4.3, Management of DC Tie Schedules due to Ramp Limitations, to clarify that, in those cases where ERCOT determines that system conditions show insufficient ramp capability to meet the sum of all Direct Current Ties’ (DC Ties’) scheduled ramp, ERCOT shall curtail DC Tie Schedules on a last-in first-out basis.  Prior to curtailing DC Tie Schedules, if sufficient time exists, ERCOT may request one or more Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSEs) to voluntarily resubmit e-Tags with an adjusted ramp duration.  

PRS Decision:  On 7/16/20, PRS unanimously voted via roll call to recommend approval of NPRR999 as amended by the 7/2/20 ERCOT comments.  On 9/10/20, PRS unanimously voted via roll call to endorse and forward to TAC the 8/13/20 PRS Report and Revised Impact Analysis for NPRR999.
· NPRR1025, Remove Real-Time On-Line Reliability Deployment Price from Ancillary Service Imbalance Calculation – URGENT [LCRA]
Proposed Effective Date:  Upon system implementation – Priority 2020; Rank 3015
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Between $15k - $25k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to Settlements & Billing (S&B); no impacts to ERCOT business processes; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR amends Section 6.7.5, Real-Time Ancillary Service Imbalance Payment or Charge, and Section 6.7.6, Real-Time Ancillary Service Imbalance Revenue Neutrality Allocation, to remove the Real-Time On-Line Reliability Deployment Price (RTRDP) from Ancillary Service imbalance Settlement.
PRS Decision:  On 8/13/20, PRS voted via roll call to recommend approval of NPRR1025 as submitted.  There were five opposing votes from the IPM (Shell Energy), Independent Retail Electric Provider (IREP) (Direct Energy), and Municipal (3) (DME, Austin Energy, CPS Energy) Market Segments, and three abstentions from the Consumer (Nucor), Cooperative (Golden Spread), and IPM (Tenaska) Market Segments.  On 9/10/20, PRS voted via roll call to endorse and forward to TAC the 8/13/20 PRS Report and the Impact Analysis for NPRR1025 with a recommended priority of 2020 and rank of 3015.  There were five opposing votes from the IPM (Morgan Stanley), IREP (Direct Energy), and Municipal (3) (DME, Austin Energy, CPS Energy) Market Segments, and three abstentions from the Cooperative (Golden Spread), Independent Generator (Broad Reach), and Investor Owned Utility (IOU) (Lonestar Transmission) Market Segments.
· NPRR1033, Clarification of Financial Security Interest Payment and Withholding Processes Upon Termination of Market Participant Standard Form Agreement [ERCOT]

Proposed Effective Date:  November 1, 2020

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; ERCOT business processes will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR specifies that ERCOT does not have an obligation to pay interest on Cash Collateral balances that belong to former Market Participants upon ERCOT’s determination that Financial Security is no longer necessary to cover the terminated Market Participant’s potential future obligations.
PRS Decision:  On 8/13/20, PRS voted via roll call to recommend approval of NPRR1033 as submitted.  The motion carried with one abstention from the IOU (Lone Star Transmission) Market Segment.  On 9/10/20, PRS unanimously voted via roll call to endorse and forward to TAC the 8/13/20 PRS Report and the Impact Analysis for NPRR1033.

· NPRR1035, DC Tie Schedules Protected Information Expiry and Posting [ERCOT]

Proposed Effective Date:  Upon ERCOT Board approval for Section 1.3.1.1, Items Considered Protected Information, and upon system implementation (Priority 2021; Rank 3230) for Section 1.3.3, Expiration of Confidentiality
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Between $20k and $40k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to Data and Information Products (DAIP), Data Access & Transparency, and External Public; no impacts to ERCOT business processes; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR requires ERCOT to publish all Direct Current Tie (DC Tie) Schedules 60 days after the Operating Day.
PRS Decision:  On 8/13/20, PRS voted via roll call to recommend approval of NPRR1035 as submitted.  There was one abstention from the IOU (Lone Star Transmission) Market Segment.  On 9/10/20, PRS unanimously voted via roll call to endorse and forward to TAC the 8/13/20 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR1035 with a recommended effective date of upon ERCOT Board approval for Section 1.3.1.1 and upon system implementation for Section 1.3.3 with a recommended priority of 2021 and rank of 3230.  

· NPRR1036, Late Payment Enforcement Provisions [ERCOT]

Proposed Effective Date:  November 1, 2020

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business processes; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR clarifies certain processes associated with “Late Payments” and “Payment Breaches” and aligns Protocol language in Section 16, Registration and Qualification of Market Participants, with language in the Standard Form Market Participant Agreement.    

PRS Decision:  On 8/13/20, PRS voted via roll call to recommend approval of NPRR1036 as submitted.  There was one abstention from the IOU (Lone Star Transmission) Market Segment.  On 9/10/20, PRS unanimously voted via roll call to endorse and forward to TAC the 8/13/20 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR1036.  

Credit WG Review:  See 8/19/20 Credit WG Comments 

· NPRR1037, Correction to the Settlement of Switchable Generation Resources (SWGRs) Instructed to Switch to ERCOT [ERCOT]

Proposed Effective Date:  November 1, 2020

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; ERCOT business processes will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR provides a correction to the Settlement of Switchable Generation Resources (SWGRs) when instructed by ERCOT to switch from a non-ERCOT Control Area to the ERCOT Control Area.  Specifically, this NPRR includes “Operational Costs” (“OPCs”) incurred by the SWGR in the non-ERCOT Control Area in the calculation of the “Switchable Generation Operating Cost” (“SWOC”) for Resources with approved verifiable costs.  OPC is currently included only for Resources without approved verifiable costs.
PRS Decision:  On 8/13/20, PRS voted via roll call to recommend approval of NPRR1037 as submitted.  There was one abstention from the IOU (Lone Star Transmission) Market Segment.  On 9/10/20, PRS unanimously voted via roll call to endorse and forward to TAC the 8/13/20 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR1037.  
· NPRR1038, BESTF-8 Limited Exemption from Reactive Power Requirements for Certain Energy Storage Resources - URGENT [ERCOT]
Proposed Effective Date:  Upon system implementation of NPRR989, BESTF-1 Energy Storage Resource Technical Requirements
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; ERCOT business processes will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.  (There are no additional impacts to this NPRR beyond what was captured in the Impact Analysis for NPRR989.)
Revision Description:  This NPRR establishes a limited exemption from Reactive Power requirements for certain Energy Storage Resources (ESRs).  The exemption is available only to an ESR that achieved Initial Synchronization prior to December 16, 2019 (the date NPRR989 was submitted) and applies only to the extent the ESR is unable to comply with the Reactive Power requirements when it is charging.  In order to qualify for the exemption, the Resource Entity for the ESR must submit a notarized attestation to ERCOT stating that the ESR would be unable to comply with the Reactive Power requirements without making physical or software changes.  The NPRR does not exempt any ESR from the responsibility to provide Reactive Power when discharging.
PRS Decision:  On 9/10/20, PRS unanimously voted via roll call to grant NPRR1038 Urgent status; to recommend approval of NPRR1038 as submitted; and to forward NPRR1038 and the Impact Analysis to TAC.
· SCR811, Addition of Intra-Hour PhotoVoltaic Power Forecast to GTBD Calculation – URGENT [ERCOT]
Proposed Effective Date:  Upon system implementation – Priority 2020; Rank 3080
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Between $60k and $90k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to Market Management Systems (MMS) and Energy Management System (EMS); no impacts to ERCOT business processes; ERCOT grid operations and practices will be updated.
Revision Description:  This SCR updates the formula used by the Resource Limit Calculator to calculate the Generation To Be Dispatched (GTBD) value to include a predicted five-minute solar ramp (PSRR) component.  A five-minute solar ramp rate will be calculated from the Intra-Hour PhotoVoltaic Power Forecast (IHPPF) and the Short-Term PhotoVoltaic Power Forecast (STPPF).
PRS Decision:  On 9/10/20, PRS unanimously voted via roll call to grant SCR811 Urgent status; to recommend approval of SCR811 as submitted; and to forward SCR811 and its Impact Analysis to TAC with a recommended priority of 2020 and rank of 3080.
Revision Requests Rejected
None

Revision Requests Withdrawn
· NPRR966, Changes to Support Reactive Power Coordination Tool [ERCOT]

Status of Pending Revision Requests (For Information Purposes Only):
Revision Requests Scheduled for Impact Analysis Review and Priority Assignment (if applicable) at PRS
· NPRR945, Net Metering Requirements [TIEC]

· NPRR1028, RUC Process Alignment with Resource Limitations Not Modeled in the RUC Software [Reliant]

· NPRR1031, Notices for Curtailment of Load [DC Energy]

· NPRR1032, Consideration of Physical Limits of DC Ties in RUC Optimization and Settlements [ERCOT]

· NPRR1041, Adjust Expiration of Protected Information Status for Wholesale Storage Load (WSL) Data [ERCOT]

· SCR812, Create Intermittent Renewable Generation Integration Report [ERCOT]

Revision Requests Deferred or Tabled and/or Pending Input from Another Subcommittee
· NPRR956, Designation of Providers of Transmission Additions [ERCOT]

· NPRR979, Incorporate State Estimator Standards and Telemetry Standards into Protocols [ERCOT]
· NPRR981, Day-Ahead Market Price Correction Process [Luminant]

· NPRR994, Clarify Generator Interconnection Neutral Project Classification [ERCOT]

· NPRR995, RTF-6 Create Definition and Terms for Settlement Only Energy Storage [ERCOT]

· NPRR1001, Clarification of Definitions of Operating Condition Notice, Advisory, Watch, Emergency Notice, and Related Clarifications [ERCOT]

· NPRR1005, Clarify Definition of Point of Interconnection (POI) and Add Definition Point of Interconnection Bus (POIB) [ERCOT]

· NPRR1007, RTC – NP 3: Management Activities for the ERCOT System [ERCOT]

· NPRR1008, RTC – NP 4: Day-Ahead Operations [ERCOT]

· NPRR1009, RTC – NP 5: Transmission Security Analysis and Reliability Unit Commitment [ERCOT]

· NPRR1010, RTC – NP 6: Adjustment Period and Real-Time Operations [ERCOT]

· NPRR1011, RTC – NP 8: Performance Monitoring [ERCOT]

· NPRR1012, RTC – NP 9: Settlement and Billing [ERCOT]

· NPRR1013, RTC – NP 1, 2, 16, and 25: Overview, Definitions and Acronyms, Registration and Qualification of Market Participants, and Market Suspension and Restart [ERCOT]

· NPRR1014, BESTF-4 Energy Storage Resource Single Model [ERCOT]

· NPRR1017, Management of Congestion Revenue Rights (CRRs) and Resource Node Removals [ERCOT]

· NPRR1023, Change to CRR Repossession Process [ERCOT]

· NPRR1024, Determination of Significance with Respect to Price Correction [ERCOT]

· NPRR1026, BESTF-7 Self-Limiting Facilities and Self-Limiting Resources [ERCOT]

· NPRR1029, BESTF-6 DC-Coupled Resources [ERCOT]

· NPRR1034, Frequency-Based Limits on DC Tie Imports or Exports [Southern Cross]

· NPRR1039, Replace the Term MIS Public Area with ERCOT Website [ERCOT]

· NPRR1040, Compliance Metrics for Ancillary Service Supply Responsibility [LCRA, STEC, and Reliant]

· NPRR1042, Planned Capacity Adjustment in the Report on Capacity, Demand and Reserves in the ERCOT Region [Reliant]

New Revision Requests Scheduled for Consideration at PRS
· NPRR1043, Clarification of NPRR986 Language Related to Wholesale Storage Load [ERCOT]

· NPRR1044, Enhancement of SSR Mitigation Requirement [ERCOT]

These Revision Requests and supporting materials are posted on the ERCOT website at the following links: 

http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/issues/nprr 
http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/issues/scr
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