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	Comments


Joint Commenters support Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) approval of Planning Guide Revision Request (PGRR) 077 as recommended by ROS in the 8/6/20 ROS Report, and do not support the 7/29/20 Rainbow Energy Marketing Corporation (“Rainbow”) comments.
Direct Current Tie (DC Tie) exporters receive benefits from the ERCOT Transmission Grid and should pay a portion of transmission costs.  Importantly, the ERCOT Transmission Grid enables DC Ties to export electricity to adjacent regions outside of ERCOT, and transmission system upgrades and maintenance further facilitate such transactions.  However, transmission system upgrades and maintenance that are solely intended to help facilitate DC Tie exports would not materially benefit the ERCOT Transmission Grid and ratepayers, as a whole, especially when operational conditions can be resolved in a more cost effective way by curtailing DC Tie exports to other regions to maintain reliability in ERCOT.  Moreover, adding an obligation in the Protocols to upgrade the ERCOT transmission system to support DC Tie exports to other regions as proposed by Rainbow, will raise costs for ERCOT ratepayers who will have to pay for both the increased transmission system costs and the incrementally higher energy prices, without receiving meaningful benefits. 
For these reasons, Joint Commenters support approval of PGRR077 as recommended by ROS in the 8/6/20 ROS Report.
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