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	Comments


The Retail Electric Provider (REP) Group
 appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the proposed edits to Section 3.10.7.2.1, Reporting of Demand Response.

The REP Group supports the proposed deadlines for reporting set forth in ERCOT’s February 3, 2020 comments, but prefers moving the technical specifications of the reporting process to an Other Binding Document (OBD).  This was discussed at the NPRR meeting and February 4, 2020 Retail Market Subcommittee (RMS) meeting.  The comments below are intended to reflect this proposal; a separate OBD will need to be developed.

In addition, the REP Group reiterates its strong support for Demand response in the ERCOT market and its value for reliability.  There are numerous Demand response alternatives offered by REPs in the market that help end-use customers save money and benefit ERCOT with lower demand during scarcity conditions. 

The current reporting protocol is premised in paragraph (e)(5) of Texas Administrative Code (TAC) Title 16, §25.505, Reporting Requirements and the Scarcity Pricing Mechanism in the Electric Reliability Council of Texas Power Region, which states:
“Load Serving Entities (LSEs) will provide ERCOT with complete information on load response capabilities that are self-arranged or pursuant to bilateral agreements between LSEs and their customers”.  

This rule has been satisfied through current Section 3.10.7.2.1 of the ERCOT Protocols, which requires LSEs to provide considerable information relevant to ERCOT to facilitate the development of the annual Demand response report.  REPs have cooperated by providing extensive information that goes beyond what is required by rule.  

The reporting requirements is a costly and manual exercise for participants responding to the data request.  Similarly ERCOT likely spends considerable time and Resources dedicated to obtaining and analyzing the data.  The market is working hard and spending tremendous amount of Resources to provide data, but the quantification of the benefits of Demand response efforts should be improved to ensure the endeavor is worthwhile and valuable to the market.
Though current annual reporting is unquestionably thorough and extensive, the ERCOT analysis is at times inconclusive on the benefits.  Recently in a report on the contribution of Demand response to last summer’s peak demand, ERCOT identified an inability to know whether the particular behavior reported by REPs/Non-Opt-In Entities (NOIEs) was due to a program incentive.
   Further, the discretionary and non-contractual behavior of individual customers in a competitive market can be difficult to quantify accurately.  This information also has the added concern of being competitively sensitive market data.

Despite the concerns expressed above, the REP Group strongly supports ERCOT’s effort to analyze Demand response activity and understands the critical need to provide information to the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) and legislature.  The REP Group sincerely appreciates the efforts of ERCOT over the past year to work with REPs to make the reporting process more efficient.  Movement of the technical details of the reporting process to an OBD will allow the Market Participants and ERCOT to work together to ensure that any information required for the Resource adequacy report is relevant and obtained in the most efficient manner possible.

	Revised Cover Page Language


None

	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


3.10.7.2.1
Reporting of Demand Response

(1)
ERCOT shall post on the MIS Public Area by the fifth Business Day after the start of a calendar month a report of the MW of Demand response that is participating in the past month in Emergency Response Service (ERS), Ancillary Service as a Load Resource, or any pilot project permitted by subsection (k) of P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.361, Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT).  The data shall be aggregated according to the corresponding 2003 ERCOT Congestion Management Zone (CMZ).  Data for participation in ERS shall be based on contracted amounts for each type of service for that calendar month.  ERCOT shall set out separately MW contracted from both ERS Generators and generators that are participating by offsetting ERS Loads (with aggregated and non-aggregated ERS Generators set forth separately) and MW of ERS Loads.  To the extent that a participating generator is not registered with ERCOT, information about the nameplate rating of the generator and the maximum deliverable to the ERCOT Transmission Grid or to serve native load shall be collected through the ERS contracting process.  The report shall include these values for each ERS Contract Period broken down by ERS Time Period.  Data for Ancillary Services shall be based on the Ancillary Service Resource Responsibility contained in the Current Operating Plan (COP) as of the start of the Adjustment Period for each Operating Day.  ERCOT’s posting of Ancillary Service and pilot project participation data shall include the average MW capacity by service type by hour (or by another time period, if a pilot project service is not procured hourly).

(2)
On an annual basis, ERCOT shall work with Market Participants to produce a report summarizing aggregate customer counts and MWs enrolled in Demand response in the ERCOT Region.  This report shall be posted to the MIS Public Area no later than December 15th of each calendar year. Requirements for providing information to ERCOT for the report are located in Other Binding Document titled “Demand Response Analysis – Requirements, Definitions and Technical Specifications”.  

(a)
By December 31st of each year, ERCOT shall notify Non-Opt-In Entities (NOIEs) and Retail Electric Providers (REPs) designated with a reporting requirement for the following year as determined in the Other Binding Document. 
(b)
By October 15th of each reporting year NOIEs and REPs with a reporting requirement shall submit required information to ERCOT as described in the Other Binding Document.



(c)
By October 15th of each reporting year eligible NOIEs and REPs shall notify ERCOT if they do not offer qualified Demand response programs to its Customers.




(d)
ERCOT shall validate the submitted reports, and indicate any errors and inconsistencies that require correction to the REP or NOIE, within two Business Days of the submission.  REPs and/or NOIEs shall address the errors and inconsistencies and submit corrected reports to ERCOT prior to October 30th of each reporting year.
(e)
Information provided by NOIEs and REPs to meet the above described reporting requirements shall be treated as Protected Information in accordance with Section 1.3, Confidentiality.
� The Retail Electric Provider Group (“REP Group”) consists of members of the ERCOT Corporate and Associate Independent REP segment, including Direct Energy LP, Just Energy Texas LP, Reliant Energy Retail Services LLC, TXU Energy Retail Company LLC dba TXU Energy, as well as Texas Energy Association of Marketers (TEAM).


� Specifically, these comments are in response to comments filed by ERCOT in this NPRR on February 3, 2020.


� Project No. 49852, Item 10 https://interchange.puc.texas.gov/Documents/49852_10_1051283.PDF, February 6, 2020.
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