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	NPRR Number
	949
	NPRR Title
	January 1, 2023 Changes to EPS Meter Communications Path 

	Date of Decision
	July 24, 2019

	Action
	Recommended Approval

	Timeline
	Normal

	Proposed Effective Date
	January 1, 2023

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	Not Applicable

	Nodal Protocol Sections Requiring Revision 
	10.12.1, ERCOT Acquisition of Meter Data

	Related Documents Requiring Revision/Related Revision Requests
	None

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) removes the use of standard voice telephone circuits as a defined option for ERCOT to retrieve ERCOT-Polled Settlement (EPS) Meter data effective January 1, 2023.

	Reason for Revision
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  Addresses current operational issues.
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  Meets Strategic goals (tied to the ERCOT Strategic Plan or directed by the ERCOT Board).
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  Market efficiencies or enhancements
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  Administrative
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  Regulatory requirements
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  Other:  (explain)

(please select all that apply)

	Business Case
	Infrastructure used in support of standard voice telephone circuits is aging and has become a failure point for communications to many EPS Metering points.  It is also becoming problematic, in some cases, for telecom companies to provide timely repair of this aging infrastructure.  This NPRR recognizes the investment and time required by the Transmission and/or Distribution Service Providers (TDSPs) to implement technology that replaces the existing communications paths to EPS Meters and proposes an effective date of January 1, 2023 for the completion of this transition. 
Transition away from the use of standard voice telephone circuits will help eliminate many of the communications failures currently being experience during the EPS Meter data collection process.  An increase in the reliability of EPS Meter communications means less trips required by the TDSP to facilitate repairs and/or retrieve EPS Meter data in support of Settlements. 

	Credit Work Group Review
	ERCOT Credit Staff and the Credit Work Group (Credit WG) have reviewed NPRR949 and do not believe that it requires changes to credit monitoring activity or the calculation of liability.

	PRS Decision
	On 6/13/19, PRS voted unanimously to recommend approval of NPRR949 as submitted.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

On 7/17/19, PRS voted unanimously to endorse and forward to TAC the 6/13/19 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR949, with a recommended effective date of January 1, 2023.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of PRS Discussion
	On 6/13/19, there was no discussion.

On 7/17/19, there was no discussion.

	TAC Decision
	On 7/24/19, TAC voted unanimously to recommend approval of NPRR949 as recommended by PRS in the 7/17/19 PRS Report.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of TAC Discussion
	On 7/24/19, there was no discussion.

	ERCOT Opinion
	ERCOT supports approval of NPRR949.


	Sponsor

	Name
	Don Tucker

	E-mail Address
	Donald.Tucker@ercot.com 

	Company
	ERCOT

	Phone Number
	512-248-3913

	Cell Number
	512-560-2378

	Market Segment
	Not Applicable


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Brittney Albracht

	E-Mail Address
	Brittney.Albracht@ercot.com 

	Phone Number
	512-225-7027


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	WMS 060619
	Endorsed NPRR949 as submitted


	Market Rules Notes


None
	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


10.12.1
ERCOT Acquisition of ERCOT-Polled Settlement (EPS) Meter Data 

(1)
ERCOT shall acquire EPS Meter data via the following communication links:

(a)
ERCOT private communication network established by ERCOT for ERCOT Real-Time metered Entities; or
(b)
Other ERCOT-approved communication technology provided by the Transmission Service Provider (TSP) or Distribution Service Provider (DSP).
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