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	Comments


The Retail Electric Provider (REP) Coalition
 appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on this proposal.  We strongly support ERCOT’s effort to provide transparency into Load response capability in the ERCOT region by quantifying the level of Demand response participation and capability.  Members of the REP Coalition offer dynamic pricing and Demand response products in the competitive retail electric market.  The availability of those products contributes towards sustaining a reliable electric grid, a critical objective for all Market Participants.    
ERCOT proposes to significantly expand the frequency of the reporting submission in Section 3.10.7.2.1, Reporting of Demand Response.  Currently, REPs and Non Opt-In Entities (NOIEs) offering dynamic pricing and Demand response products and programs annually submit information to ERCOT about those offerings for the purpose of an annual ERCOT Demand response report.  This publicly available report summarizes those products and programs, and calculates the number of megawatts (MW) enrolled in those offerings in the ERCOT Region.  The proposed amendments would require affected REPs and NOIEs to submit the requested information on a quarterly basis, as opposed to the current annual basis.  Although the frequency of REP and NOIE reporting quadruples under the proposal, the ERCOT Demand response report in Section 3.10.7.2.1 remains an annual requirement. 
The Demand response reporting requirements in Section 3.10.7.2.1 stem from subsection (e)(5) of P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.505, Resource Adequacy in the Electric Reliability Council of Texas Power Region, which states: “Load Serving Entities (LSEs) shall provide ERCOT with complete information on load response capabilities that are self-arranged or pursuant to bilateral agreements between LSEs and their customers”.  Pursuant to this rule and the current Protocols, ERCOT annually receives a considerable amount of data relating to dynamic pricing and Demand response offerings from REPs and NOIEs.  

For the past six years, REPs have annually submitted information about their dynamic pricing and Demand response products in accordance with subsection (e)(5) of P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.505 and ERCOT’s specifications.  Those REPs have devoted a substantial amount of time and effort to prepare and compile their responses to ERCOT’s annual request.  In this process, the REP must:

· Sort each Electric Service Identifier (ESI ID) enrolled in each of the ERCOT- defined product categories;

· Submit the initial file via North American Energy Standards Board (NAESB); and

· If it receives an error file from ERCOT, re-submit a full corrected file for completion. 
ERCOT performs statistical analyses of this submitted Premise-level data to quantify an overall MW value for the reported retail dynamic pricing and Demand response products for inclusion in the annual ERCOT report, as well as to identify and track any trends in those offerings.

The REP Coalition opposes the proposed amendments’ imposition of a quarterly reporting requirement on REPs and NOIEs.  While the REP Coalition appreciates the need for the retail market’s participation and assistance in ERCOT’s review and analysis of Demand response products and programs, a four-fold increase in the frequency of reports is unnecessary.  The level of Customer participation in those products and programs will not change significantly from quarter to quarter, given the typical term of a contract or agreement is 12 months.  Consequently, a quarterly reporting requirement would generate the submission of a substantial amount of redundant data. 
Moreover, the cost of submitting the requested information on an annual basis today is not insubstantial.  The proposed amendments would, in effect, multiply that cost by four.  ERCOT should be mindful of the adverse impact its proposal will have on the continued efforts of REPs and NOIEs to provide Demand response opportunities to their Customers, in terms of both the resources those entities must devote and the costs they must expend to comply with a quarterly reporting requirement. 

ERCOT’s proposal requires the issuance of a single annual report no later than November 30th of each year.  Rather than unnecessarily increase the frequency of REP and NOIE reporting, the REP Coalition asserts that ERCOT should instead engage in a dialogue with REPs and NOIEs to develop a reporting framework that provides ERCOT the information it needs to meet the proposed November 30th annual report deadline.  

Furthermore, the REP Coalition urges the inclusion of specific processing requirements and deadlines in Section 3.10.7.2.1 that codify the content of ERCOT’s previous years’ reporting requests to REPs.  In addition, to assist ERCOT in meeting the proposed November 30th deadline for its annual report, we recommend scheduling the market snapshot, data submission, and survey response dates and deadlines to occur earlier in the year, compared to the dates and deadlines imposed in previous years.  

We look forward to discussing these comments with ERCOT and the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) to ensure all viewpoints are considered to achieve the most efficient process in ERCOT’s review and analysis of dynamic pricing and Demand response products and programs.
	Revised Cover Page Language


None

	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


3.10.7.2.1
Reporting of Demand Response

(1)
ERCOT shall post on the MIS Public Area by the fifth Business Day after the start of a calendar month a report of the MW of Demand response that is participating in the past month in Emergency Response Service (ERS), Ancillary Service as a Load Resource, or any pilot project permitted by subsection (k) of P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.361, Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT).  The data shall be aggregated according to the corresponding 2003 ERCOT Congestion Management Zone (CMZ).  Data for participation in ERS shall be based on contracted amounts for each type of service for that calendar month.  ERCOT shall set out separately MW contracted from both ERS Generators and generators that are participating by offsetting ERS Loads (with aggregated and non-aggregated ERS Generators set forth separately) and MW of ERS Loads.  To the extent that a participating generator is not registered with ERCOT, information about the nameplate rating of the generator and the maximum deliverable to the ERCOT Transmission Grid or to serve native load shall be collected through the ERS contracting process.  The report shall include these values for each ERS Contract Period broken down by ERS Time Period.  Data for Ancillary Services shall be based on the Ancillary Service Resource Responsibility contained in the Current Operating Plan (COP) as of the start of the Adjustment Period for each Operating Day.  ERCOT’s posting of Ancillary Service and pilot project participation data shall include the average MW capacity by service type by hour (or by another time period, if a pilot project service is not procured hourly).

(2)
On an annual basis, ERCOT shall work with Market Participants to produce a report summarizing Demand response programs, and MWs enrolled in Demand response in the ERCOT Region.  This report shall be posted to the MIS Public Area no later than November 30th of each calendar year.
(a)
Non-Opt-In Entities (NOIEs) and Retail Electric Providers (REPs) shall submit reports to ERCOT detailing their Customers’ participation in Demand and/or price response programs. 
(b)
In conjunction with this reporting, NOIEs and REPs shall also report on specific deployment events they have initiated during the reporting period as follows:

(i)
Enrollment in Demand response product categories as described in the document “Demand Response Data Definitions and Technical Specifications” on the ERCOT website for the relevant reporting period.  A filing is not required if the REP or NOIE has no Customers enrolled in Demand response products during the reporting period.

(ii)
NOIEs and REPs shall create the file based upon the snapshot from September 1 of each year, and submit to ERCOT a Comma Separated Value (CSV) file via North American Energy Standards Board (NAESB)  by October 1 of each year.

(iii)
If a Customer is enrolled in a product that spans multiple categories, the NOIE or REP must list the Premise once for each category.

(iv)
NOIEs and REPs who submit a file related to Premises on Demand response programs shall respond to an ERCOT survey.  Responses to the survey are due by October 15 of each year.

(c)
ERCOT shall validate the submitted reports and indicate any errors and inconsistencies that require correction to the REP or NOIE within two Business Days of the submission.  REPs and/or NOIEs shall address the errors and inconsistencies and submit corrected reports to ERCOT as soon as practicable.
(d)
Information provided will be treated as Protected Information in accordance with Section 1.3, Confidentiality.
� The Retail Electric Provider Coalition (“REP Coalition”) consists of members of the ERCOT Corporate and Associate Independent REP segment, including Direct Energy LP, Just Energy Texas LP, Reliant Energy Retail Services LLC, TXU Energy Retail Company LLC dba TXU Energy, as well as the Alliance for  Retail Markets (ARM) and Texas Energy Association of Marketers (TEAM).
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