PRS Report

	NPRR Number
	934
	NPRR Title
	Advance Action Notice (AAN) and Clarify Process for Resource Outage Approval Withdrawal

	Date of Decision
	May 9, 2019

	Action
	Tabled

	Timeline 
	Normal

	Effective Date
	To be determined

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	To be determined

	Nodal Protocol Sections Requiring Revision 
	2.1, Definitions
3.1.4.6, Outage Coordination of Forecasted Emergency Conditions

3.1.6.9, Withdrawal of Approval or Acceptance and Rescheduling of Approved or Accepted Planned Outages of Resource Facilities
6.5.9.3, Communication under Emergency Conditions
6.5.9.3.1, Operating Condition Notice
6.5.9.3.1.1, Advance Action Notice (new)
6.5.9.3.4, Emergency Notice

	Related Documents Requiring Revision/Related Revision Requests
	None

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) creates a new Operating Condition Notice (OCN) type called an Advance Action Notice (AAN) to communicate the need for Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSEs) and Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) to modify their plans to avoid the need for ERCOT to take future actions, including but not limited to withdrawing approval or acceptance of Planned Resource Outages, to address a potential Emergency Condition, and clarifies that an OCN is not an Emergency Condition level.
This NPRR also clarifies the process for withdrawal of approved or accepted Planned Outages to avoid potential Emergency Conditions.

	Reason for Revision
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  Addresses current operational issues.
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  Meets Strategic goals (tied to the ERCOT Strategic Plan or directed by the ERCOT Board).
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  Market efficiencies or enhancements
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  Administrative
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  Regulatory requirements
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  Other:  (explain)

(please select all that apply)

	Business Case
	This NPRR is proposed in response to discussions held at the March 27, 2019 TAC meeting and provides additional clarity and transparency to ERCOT communications, and additional clarity to the Resource Outage process.

	Credit Work Group Review
	To be determined

	PRS Decision
	On 5/9/19, PRS voted unanimously to table NPRR934.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of PRS Discussion
	On 5/9/19, participants discussed that NPRR934 may be rendered unnecessary once language for NPRR930, Weekly RUC Modifications for Forecasted Emergency Conditions, is resolved. 


	Sponsor

	Name
	Dan Woodfin

	E-mail Address
	Dan.Woodfin@ercot.com

	Company
	ERCOT

	Phone Number
	512-248-3115

	Cell Number
	

	Market Segment
	Not Applicable


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Brittney Albracht

	E-Mail Address
	Brittney.Albracht@ercot.com 

	Phone Number
	512-225-7027


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	None
	


	Market Rules Notes


Please note that the following NPRR(s) also propose revisions to the following section(s):

· NPRR930, Weekly RUC Modifications for Forecasted Emergency Conditions
· Section 3.1.4.6
· Section 3.1.6.9

	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


2.1
DEFINITIONS

Advance Action Notice (AAN)

A type of Operating Condition Notice (OCN) that identifies a possible future Emergency Condition and describes future action ERCOT expects to take to address that condition unless the need for ERCOT action is alleviated by QSE and/or TSP actions or by other system developments.   

3.1.4.6

Outage Coordination of Potential Transmission Emergency Conditions
(1)
If ERCOT forecasts an inability to meet applicable transmission reliability standards and it has exercised all other reasonable options, and there is a single QSE whose approved or accepted Resource Outage could resolve the situation if the start of the Resource Outage was delayed or the Resource Outage was restored early, then ERCOT may contact that QSE and attempt to reach a mutually acceptable solution to reschedule the Resource Outage.  ERCOT shall not provide information to the QSE during these contacts which is not directly related to the QSE’s Planned Resource Outage(s) and is not otherwise available to all other Market Participants.    
(2)
If ERCOT and the QSE are unable to reach a mutually agreeable solution  to change the Resource Outage, ERCOT may withdraw approval or acceptance of the Planned Resource Outage.  If there are multiple QSEs with Planned Resource Outages whose approval or acceptance could be withdrawn to meet the need, ERCOT shall utilize the process described in Section 3.1.6.9, Withdrawal of Approval or Acceptance of Planned Outages of Resource Facilities.
	[NPRR857:  Replace paragraph (2) above with the following upon system implementation:]

(2)
If ERCOT and the QSE are unable to reach mutually agreeable solution to change the Resource Outage, ERCOT may withdraw approval or acceptance of the Planned Resource Outage.  If there are multiple QSEs with Planned Resource Outages whose approval or acceptance could be withdrawn to meet the need, ERCOT shall utilize the process described in Section 3.1.6.9, Withdrawal or Approval or Acceptance of Planned Outages of Resource Facilities.


3.1.6.9
Withdrawal of Approval or Acceptance of Planned Outages of Resource Facilities

(1)
If ERCOT believes it cannot meet applicable reliability standards and has exercised all other reasonable options, and there are multiple QSEs whose approved or accepted Resource Outages could resolve the situation if the start of the Outages were delayed or the Outages were restored early, then ERCOT may contact QSEs for more information prior to its withdrawal of the approval or acceptance of these Planned Resource Outages.  ERCOT shall not provide information to the QSE during these contacts which is not directly related to the OSE’s Planned Resource Outage(s) and is not otherwise available to all other Market Participants.    
(2)
ERCOT shall only withdraw approval or acceptance of these Planned Resource Outage to maintain reliability standards after the issuance of an Advance Action Notice (AAN) pursuant to Section 6.5.9.3.1.1 Advance Action Notice.  ERCOT shall use the AAN to provide relevant information as soon as practical after ERCOT identifies a situation that may lead to the withdrawal of ERCOT’s approval or acceptance of the Planned Resource Outages.  The AAN shall include the amount of capacity or other characteristics that are needed.  The AAN shall include the amount of time available for QSEs to reschedule their Planned Resource Outages prior to the withdrawal of ERCOT’s approval or acceptance of the Planned Resource Outage. 
(3)
If ERCOT withdraws approval or acceptance for Planned Resource Outages, the Planned Resource Outages that have not already begun and that can meet the need described in the AAN shall be withdrawn in the order that they were approved or accepted.  
(4)
If ERCOT is unable to meet the reliability need described in the AAN after coordinating Planned Resource Outages described in paragraph (3) above, ERCOT will begin contacting QSEs with Resources that have Planned Resource Outages that have already begun and are expected to be ongoing at the time of the situation described in the AAN, beginning with the Planned Outages that are nearest to their planned end, to inquire about ending the Planned Resource Outages early.  If a QSE is able to end its Planned Resource Outage early, the QSE shall notify ERCOT, update the Outage Scheduler, and update its COP to reflect the availability of the Resource.
(5)
If ERCOT withdraws its approval or acceptance of a Planned Resource Outage, the QSE may submit a new Planned Resource Outage, provided the new request meets the submittal requirements for Outage Scheduling.

6.5.9.3
Communication in Anticipation of and During Emergency Conditions

(1)
Effective, accurate, and timely communication between ERCOT, TSPs, and QSEs is essential.  Each QSE must be provided adequate information to make informed decisions and must receive the information with sufficient advance notice to facilitate Resource and Load responses.

	[NPRR857:  Replace paragraph (1) above with the following upon system implementation:]

(1)
Effective, accurate, and timely communication between ERCOT, TSPs, DCTOs, and QSEs is essential.  Each QSE must be provided adequate information to make informed decisions and must receive the information with sufficient advance notice to facilitate Resource and Load responses.


(2)
The type of communication ERCOT issues is determined primarily on the basis of the time available for the market to respond before an Emergency Condition occurs.  The timing of these communications could range from days in advance to immediate.  If there is insufficient time to allow the market to react, ERCOT may bypass one or more of the communication steps.

(3)
ERCOT shall consider the severity of the potential Emergency Condition as it determines which of the communications set forth in Section 6.5.9.1, Emergency and Short Supply Operation, to use.  The severity of the Emergency Condition could be limited to an isolated local area, or the condition might cover large areas affecting several entities, or the condition might be an ERCOT-wide condition potentially affecting the entire ERCOT System.

(4)
The following Sections describe the types of communications that will be issued by ERCOT to inform all QSEs and TSPs of the operating situation.  These communications may relate to transmission, distribution, or Generation or Load Resources.  The communications must specify the severity of the situation, the area affected, the areas potentially affected, and the anticipated duration of the Emergency Condition.

	[NPRR857:  Replace paragraph (4) above with the following upon system implementation:]

(4)
The following Sections describe the types of communications that will be issued by ERCOT to inform all QSEs, TSPs, and DCTOs of the operating situation.  These communications may relate to transmission, distribution, or Generation or Load Resources.  The communications must specify the severity of the situation, the area affected, the areas potentially affected, and the anticipated duration of the Emergency Condition.


6.5.9.3.1
Operating Condition Notice

(1)
ERCOT will issue an Operating Condition Notice (OCN) to inform all QSEs of a possible future need for more Resources due to conditions that could affect ERCOT System reliability.  OCNs are for informational purposes only, and ERCOT exercises no additional operational authority with the issuance of this type of notice, but may solicit additional information from QSEs in order to determine whether the issuance of an Advisory, Watch, or Emergency Notice is warranted.  The OCN is the first of four levels of communication issued by ERCOT in anticipation of a possible Emergency Condition. 

(2)
When time permits, ERCOT will issue an OCN before issuing an Advisory, Watch, or Emergency Notice.  However, issuance of an OCN may not require action on the part of any Market Participant, but rather serves as a reminder to QSEs and TSPs that some attention to the changing conditions may be warranted.  OCNs serve to communicate to QSEs the need to take extra precautions to be prepared to serve the Load during times when contingencies are most likely to arise.

	[NPRR857:  Replace paragraph (2) above with the following upon system implementation:]

(2)
When time permits, ERCOT will issue an OCN before issuing an Advisory, Watch, or Emergency Notice.  However, issuance of an OCN may not require action on the part of any Market Participant, but rather serves as a reminder to QSEs, TSPs, and DCTOs that some attention to the changing conditions may be warranted.  OCNs serve to communicate to QSEs the need to take extra precautions to be prepared to serve the Load during times when contingencies are most likely to arise.


(3)
Reasons for OCNs include, but are not limited to, unplanned transmission Outages, Planned and unplanned Resource Outages, and weather-related concerns such as anticipated freezing temperatures, hurricanes, wet weather, and ice storms.

(4)
ERCOT will monitor actual and forecasted weather for the ERCOT Region and adjacent NERC regions.  When adverse weather conditions are expected, ERCOT may confer with TSPs and QSEs regarding the potential for adverse reliability impacts and contingency preparedness.  Based on its assessment of the potential for adverse conditions, ERCOT may require information from QSEs representing Resources regarding the Resources’ fuel capabilities.  Requests for this type of information shall be for a time period of no more than seven days from the date of the request.  The specific information that may be requested shall be defined in the Operating Guides.  QSEs representing Resources shall provide the requested information in a timely manner, as defined by ERCOT at the time of the request.

	[NPRR857:  Replace paragraph (4) above with the following upon system implementation:]

(4)
ERCOT will monitor actual and forecasted weather for the ERCOT Region and adjacent NERC regions.  When adverse weather conditions are expected, ERCOT may confer with TSPs, DCTOs, and QSEs regarding the potential for adverse reliability impacts and contingency preparedness.  Based on its assessment of the potential for adverse conditions, ERCOT may require information from QSEs representing Resources regarding the Resources’ fuel capabilities.  Requests for this type of information shall be for a time period of no more than seven days from the date of the request.  The specific information that may be requested shall be defined in the Operating Guides.  QSEs representing Resources shall provide the requested information in a timely manner, as defined by ERCOT at the time of the request.


(5)
QSEs and TSPs are expected to establish and maintain internal procedures for monitoring actual and forecasted weather and for implementing appropriate measures when the potential for adverse weather or other conditions (which could threaten ERCOT System reliability) arise.

	[NPRR857:  Replace paragraph (5) above with the following upon system implementation:]

(5)
QSEs, TSPs, and DCTOs are expected to establish and maintain internal procedures for monitoring actual and forecasted weather and for implementing appropriate measures when the potential for adverse weather or other conditions (which could threaten ERCOT System reliability) arise.


6.5.9.3.1.1
Advance Action Notice

(1) 
As time permits, ERCOT may issue an Advance Action Notice (AAN) in anticipation of a possible Emergency Condition.  An AAN will communicate need for ERCOT to take actions to address a possible Emergency Condition unless the need for ERCOT action is alleviated by QSE and/or TSP actions taken, or by other system developments that occur, before a time stated in the AAN.

(2)
An AAN may not require action on the part of any Market Participant but may include additional information so that Market Participants can modify their plans to mitigate the need for ERCOT to take additional actions.  

(3) 
An AAN will be canceled if ERCOT determines that the possible Emergency Condition has been alleviated by QSE or TSP action, by ERCOT action, or by other system developments.
6.5.9.3.4
Emergency Notice

(1)
Emergency Notice is the fourth of four levels of communication issued by ERCOT to declare that ERCOT is operating in an Emergency Condition.

(2)
ERCOT shall issue an Emergency Notice for one or both of the following reasons:

(a)
ERCOT cannot maintain minimum reliability standards (for reasons including fuel shortages) during the Operating Period using every Resource practicably obtainable from the market; or

(b)
Immediate action cannot be taken to avoid or relieve a Transmission Element operating above its Emergency Rating.

(3)
The actions ERCOT takes during an Emergency Condition depend on the nature and severity of the situation.

(4)
ERCOT is considered to be in an Emergency Condition whenever ERCOT Transmission Grid status is such that a violation of security criteria, as defined in the Operating Guides, presents the threat of uncontrolled separation or cascading Outages and/or large-scale service disruption to Load (other than Load being served from a radial transmission line) and/or overload of a Transmission Element, and no timely solution is obtainable through SCED or CMPs.

(5)
If the Emergency Condition is the result of a transmission problem, ERCOT shall act immediately to return the ERCOT System to a reliable condition, including instructing Resources to change output, curtailing any remaining DC Tie Load, and instructing TSPs or DSPs to drop Load.

(6)
If the Emergency Condition is the result of an Ancillary Service insufficiency, then ERCOT shall follow the EEA procedures.
�Please note NPRR930 also proposes revisions to this section.
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