PRS Report

	SCR Number
	799
	SCR Title
	ERCOT Outage Study Cases in the System Operations Test Environment (SOTE)

	Date of Decision
	March 14, 2019

	Action
	Recommended Approval

	Timeline 
	Normal

	Proposed Effective Date
	To be determined

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	To be determined 

	Supporting Protocol or Guide Sections/Related Documents
	None

	System Change Description
	With this System Change Request (SCR), ERCOT would provide its current month, 60 day, and 90 day Outage study cases in the System Operations Test Environment (SOTE) on a monthly basis for Transmission Service Providers (TSPs).

	Reason for Revision
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  Addresses current operational issues.
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  Meets Strategic goals (tied to the ERCOT Strategic Plan or directed by the ERCOT Board).
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  Market efficiencies or enhancements
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  Administrative
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  Regulatory requirements
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  Other:  (explain)

(please select all that apply)

	Business Case
	Providing access to certain ERCOT Outage study cases in the SOTE should improve the ability of TSPs to evaluate Outages prior to submittal to ERCOT, thereby increasing the likelihood of Outage approvals by ERCOT and enhancing the accuracy of other market processes that rely on Outage information.

	PRS Decision
	On 3/14/19, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of SCR799 as submitted.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of PRS Discussion
	On 3/14/19, participants expressed support for SCR799, noting that providing TSPs with greater operational awareness would improve the quality of Outages.


	Sponsor

	Name
	Collin Martin

	E-mail Address
	collin.martin@oncor.com

	Company
	Oncor Electric Delivery Company, LLC

	Phone Number
	817-215-6174

	Market Segment
	Investor Owned Utility (IOU)


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Phillip Bracy

	E-Mail Address
	Phillip.Bracy@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512-248-6917


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	None
	


	Proposed System Change


Issue:
The System Operations Test Environment (SOTE) is an environment of the ERCOT Energy Management System (EMS) where the Network Operations Model and the results of the Real-Time State Estimator (SE) are available for review and analysis within five minutes of the Real-Time solution.  This environment is provided as a tool to Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) to perform power flow studies, contingency analyses and validation of SE results.

Resolution:
To give TSP SOTE users the same ability to run studies as the ERCOT Outage coordinators, Oncor requests ERCOT provide its current month, 60 day, and 90 day Outage study cases in the SOTE on a monthly basis.  These cases should include the expected future system topology, the contingency definitions associated with the future system topology, and the ratings and Load level expected in the month for which the case is created.  To effectively use these cases, additional SOTE functionality will be required to allow TSPs to scale Load and generation, implement Dynamic Ratings based on an assumed ambient temperature, and upload Outages from the ERCOT Outage Scheduler.  Oncor believes this would provide the following benefits to TSPs:
1. Enhance the ability of TSPs to evaluate Outages before submittal to ERCOT and use similar study assumptions as will be used by ERCOT, resulting in more accurate Outage submittals with a higher likelihood of being approved by ERCOT.

2. Enhance the communication between TSPs and ERCOT when evaluating options to mitigate impacts of Planned Outages.

3. With improved pre-screening of Outages and improved communication throughout ERCOT’s study process, there will likely be fewer Outage conflicts identified in the long-term process that necessitate rescheduling of Outages in the short-term process.  Consequently, the number of approved Outages incorporated into the topology snapshot used for Congestion Revenue Right (CRR) Auctions should increase, as should the awareness of Resource owners regarding expected future transmission Outages. 
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