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	Comments


At the December 3, 2018 Qualified Scheduling Entity Managers Working Group (QMWG) meeting, stakeholders expressed concern that the proposed language in this Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) provides ERCOT with too much discretion with respect to omitting procedures or taking manual actions to clear the Day-Ahead Market (DAM) by 1900.  It is important to note that this NPRR, as submitted, does not give ERCOT any additional leverage or discretion regarding its ability to take, or refrain from taking any necessary actions to ensure that the DAM is cleared by 1900.  Rather, ERCOT sponsored this NPRR to provide the market with clarity around when ERCOT would take or refrain from taking such actions.  However, given stakeholder concern, ERCOT offers these comments.  ERCOT is unable provide a specific list of actions it would need to take to ensure that DAM completes by 1900, as not all potential issues can be identified. 
	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


4.1.2
Day-Ahead Process and Timing Deviations

(1)
ERCOT may temporarily revise the DAM transaction deadline or the time for communicating DAM results when necessary to ensure, to the greatest extent practicable, that the DAM clearing process completes.  In such an event, ERCOT shall immediately issue an Advisory and notify all Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSEs) of the following:  

(a)
Details of the affected timing and procedures;

(b)
Details of interim requirements, if any exist;

(c)
An estimate of the period for which the interim requirements apply; and

(d)
Reasons for the temporary variation.
(2)
Subject to the principles set forth in paragraph (3) below, ERCOT may omit any procedure or take any manual action necessary to ensure, to the greatest extent practicable, that the DAM clearing process completes by 1900 in the Day-Ahead.  Should ERCOT omit any such procedure or take any such manual action, ERCOT will issue a Market Notice no later than 1700 Central Prevailing Time (CPT) on the next Business Day that details the omitted procedures or manual actions taken by ERCOT and ERCOT’s explanation as to why they were necessary.  If the manual action taken by ERCOT requires ERCOT to omit bids or offers submitted by a particular QSE, ERCOT will provide notification to that QSE prior to taking the manual action, so long as providing such notice will not delay completion of the DAM beyond 1900 in the Day-Ahead.  
(3)
When omitting a procedure or taking a manual action under paragraph (2) above, ERCOT will act in accordance with the following principles:  

(a)
ERCOT will only act in cases in which it reasonably believes that intervention is necessary in order to complete DAM by 1900.
(b)
ERCOT will seek to minimize impacts to Market Participants and will only remove transactions from the DAM as a last resort.

(c)
Approval to act will be obtained from the applicable ERCOT executive or designee.
(d)
ERCOT will not publish a DAM in which no transmission constraints are evaluated.
(4)
If ERCOT is unable to execute the Day-Ahead process prior to 1900 in the Day-Ahead, ERCOT may abort all or part of the Day-Ahead process and require all schedules and trades to be submitted in the Adjustment Period.  In that event, ERCOT shall issue a Watch and notify all QSEs of the following:

(a)
Details of the affected timing and procedures;

(b)
Details of any interim requirements, including the requirements described in Section 5.2.2.2, RUC Process Timeline After an Aborted Day-Ahead Market;

(c)
An estimate of the period for which the interim requirements apply; and

(d)
Reasons for the temporary variation.

(5)
If ERCOT is unable to operate the Adjustment Period process, then ERCOT may abort the Adjustment Period process and operate under its Operating Period procedures.
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