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	Comments


Golden Spread files these comments based on the draft language developed at the December 12, 2018 Supply Analysis Working Group (SAWG) meeting.
Golden Spread’s proposed changes to Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) 891, Removal of NOIE Capacity Reporting Threshold for the Unregistered Distributed Generation Report, are limited to the addition of a MW threshold for the size of the Non-Opt-In Entity (NOIE) used to trigger annual reporting of unregistered Distributed Generation (DG).  Golden Spread believes the annual reporting should apply to those whose peak demand exceeds 100 MW.  This would capture the 35 largest NOIEs in the ERCOT region.  These entities could provide ERCOT a copy of Form EIA-861, which includes the required data ERCOT is requesting.
These changes should balance ERCOT’s reporting goals without being overly burdensome on smaller NOIEs that may have a low adoption rate of DG.  Golden Spread recognizes that this threshold may need to change over time as conditions warrant.
	Revised Cover Page Language

	Golden Spread offers the following revisions to the Business Case.

	Business Case
	Currently, competitive area Transmission and/or Distribution Service Providers (TDSPs) report all unregistered DG in their service territory to ERCOT for the purpose of creating the quarterly Unregistered Distributed Generation Report.  However, NOIEs only report unregistered DG that is over 50 kW in capacity. This restriction results in significant under-reporting of DG amounts.  Based on ERCOT’s latest informal evaluation of non-ERCOT data sources, the unreported amount likely exceeds 200 MW.  The Unregistered Distributed Generation Report is thus potentially capturing less than 50% of the total unregistered capacity amount based on the latest report released in April 2018.  Among the implications of this underreporting is that ERCOT is forced to use unofficial and unreliable data in reporting distributed Photo Voltaic (PV) generation capacity to the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) as part of its annual Long-Term Reliability Assessment (LTRA) data request.

To eliminate this reporting gap and improve the accuracy of DG data reported to Market Participants, NERC, and other stakeholders, this NPRR would remove the threshold for NOIEs so that their reporting requirements are the same as that of competitive area TDSPs.  Language is also added to clarify that all capacity used for self-serve load as well as exports to the ERCOT grid needs to be reported.  This threshold ensures that nearly one third of NOIEs (35 of the largest NOIEs) are providing annual data for ERCOT’s report.


	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


3.2.5.1
Unregistered Distributed Generation Reporting Requirements for Non Opt-In Entities

(1)
This Section describes the data that shall be submitted to ERCOT for the unregistered Distributed Generation (DG) behind Non-Opt-In Entity (NOIE) boundary metering points.

(2)
Within ten Business Days after the end of each quarter, NOIEs shall submit to ERCOT electronically the required data described below as of the last day of the prior quarter by submitting the designated form provided on the ERCOT website.  The report shall include the  NOIE’s aggregate unregistered DG MW capacity above 50 kW, inclusive of systems used to support self-serve Load by Load Zone and by primary fuel type as follows:

(a)
Solar; 

(b)
Wind; 

(c) 
Other renewable; and

(d) 
Other non-renewable.
(3)
By March 1 of each year, NOIEs whose peak demand has exceeded 100 MW shall submit to ERCOT the NOIE’s annual aggregate unregistered DG MW capacity inclusive of systems used to support self-serve Load for the preceding calendar year reported by Load Zone and by primary fuel type as follows:

(a)
Solar; 

(b)
Wind; 

(c) 
Other renewable; and

(d) 
Other non-renewable.
(4)
Capacity reporting for each of the above reports is only required to include the capacity known to the NOIE at the time that its report is being prepared, and shall not require the NOIE to conduct new survey activities for their service territory to identify unknown unregistered DG installations.  NOIEs for which DG data is not readily available may request a reporting exemption for one calendar year from ERCOT and ERCOT may grant such request if it deems the exemption appropriate.
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