Planning Guide Revision Request


	PGRR Number
	XXX
	PGRR Title
	Related to NPRRXXX, RTF-2 Elimination of the Terms “All-Inclusive Generation Resource” and “All-Inclusive Resource”

	Date Posted
	 TBD

	
	

	Requested Resolution 
	Normal

	Planning Guide Sections Requiring Revision 
	5.1.1, Applicability

5.2.1, Generation Interconnection or Change Request Application
5.2.2, Generation Interconnection or Change Request Submission Requirements
5.4.2.2, Full Interconnection Study Elements
5.6, Compliance with Operational Standards (delete)

5.9, Quarterly Stability Assessment
6.8, Resource Registration Procedures
6.8.1, Resource Registration
6.8.2, Resource Registration Process

	Related Documents Requiring Revision/Related Revision Requests
	Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) XXX, RTF-2 Elimination of the Term “All-Inclusive Generation Resource” and “All-Inclusive Resource”
Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) XXX, Related to NPRRXXX, RTF-2 Elimination of the Term “All-Inclusive Generation Resource” and “All-Inclusive Resource”

	Revision Description
	This Planning Guide Revision Request (PGRR) uses the terms created in NPRR889, RTF-1 Replace “Non-Modeled Generator” with “Settlement Only Generator”, to replace the terms “All-Inclusive Generation Resource” and “All-Inclusive Resource” in the Planning Guide.
Additionally, this PGRR clarifies the applicability of the Generation Interconnection or Change Request (GINR) process to different generators based on the terms created in NPRR889.

	Reason for Revision
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  Addresses current operational issues.
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  Meets Strategic goals (tied to the ERCOT Strategic Plan or directed by the ERCOT Board).
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  Market efficiencies or enhancements
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  Administrative
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  Regulatory requirements
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  Other:  (explain)

(please select all that apply)

	Business Case
	This PGRR aligns the Planning Guide with the removal of “All-Inclusive Generation Resource” and “All-Inclusive Resource” as proposed by NPRRXXX.


	Sponsor

	Name
	Clayton Stice

	E-mail Address
	Clayton.Stice@ercot.com

	Company
	ERCOT

	Phone Number
	512-248-6806

	Cell Number
	512-627-5020

	Market Segment
	Not applicable


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Cory Phillips

	E-Mail Address
	Cory.Phillips@ercot.com 

	Phone Number
	512-248-6464


	Market Rules Notes


Please note the following PGRR(s) also propose revisions to the following sections:

· PGRR066, Interconnection Request Cancellation and Creation of Inactive Status
· Section 5.2.1
· PGRR067, Procedures for Wind and Solar Equipment Change
· Section 5.2.1

· Section 5.2.2
	Proposed Guide Language Revision


5.1.1
Applicability
(1)
The requirements in this Section 5, Generation Resource Interconnection or Change Request, are applicable, to the following:

(a)
Any Entity proposing a Generation Resource or Settlement Only Generator (SOG), including a storage device, with an aggregate power output (gross power output minus auxiliary Load directly related to the generator) of ten MW or greater, planning to interconnect to the ERCOT Transmission Grid; or

(b)
Resource Entities that are seeking to modify a generator or storage device that is connected to the ERCOT Transmission Grid by:

(i)
Upgrading the summer or winter Seasonal Net Max Sustainable Rating by ten MW or greater within a single year; 

(ii)
Re-powering a facility of ten MW or greater; or 

(iii)
Changing or adding a Point of Interconnection (POI) to a facility of ten MW or greater.

(2)
ERCOT will work with Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) to determine what requirements in this Section 5 will apply to Generation Resources or Settlement Only Transmission Generators (SOTGs) of less than ten MW on a case-by-case basis. 

(3)
Interconnection requirements for Settlement Only Distribution Generators (SODGs) and on-site Distributed Generation (DG) that is either (1) one MW or less and not registered with ERCOT or (2) greater than one MW and registered with the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) as a self-generator are not subject to this Section 5 but are addressed in P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.211 and P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.212.
5.2.1
Generation Interconnection or Change Request Application 
(1)
Any Entity seeking to interconnect or modify a Generation Resource or Settlement Only Generator (SOG) meeting paragraph (1) of Section 5.1.1, Applicability, must submit the required Resource Registration data, in the format prescribed by ERCOT, available on the Market Information System (MIS) Public Area, and pay the applicable fees described in Section 5.7.2, Interconnection Study Fees.  

(2)
All Generation Interconnection or Change Request (GINR) applications and supporting data submissions shall be delivered to ERCOT by email to GINR@ercot.com.  Applications and supporting data shall be sent as discrete file attachments.  The application with signature may be submitted in PDF form if desired but the supporting data shall be sent as a Microsoft Excel file attachment so that data may be easily extracted to reduce transcription errors.

(3)
All GINR applications sent via email shall have the words “Generation Interconnection or Change Request” in the first line of the address field or in the subject field of an email request.

(4)
The Interconnecting Entity (IE) shall include in the GINR application all information necessary to allow for timely development, design, and implementation of any electric system improvements or enhancements required by ERCOT and the Transmission Service Provider (TSP) to reliably meet the interconnection requirements of the proposed Generation Resource.  This information shall be of sufficient detail for use in determining transfer capabilities, operating limits (including stability), and planning margins to provide both reliability and operating efficiency as well as facilitating coordinated planning for future transmission system additions.

(5)
ERCOT will notify the IE within seven Business Days through telephone call or email if the GINR application fails to include the applicable fees or the information that is necessary to perform the initial screening interconnection studies.

(6)
If the IE fails to respond to ERCOT’s inquiries within ten Business Days, the GINR will be deemed incomplete and rejected.  ERCOT shall notify the IE if such condition occurs.

(7)
Once the application has been deemed materially complete, ERCOT will date-stamp the application, add the interconnection request to the ERCOT interconnection list, and notify the IE of receipt of the completed application within ten Business Days.  The IE should note that the date stamp is not a reservation of transmission capacity, either planned or unplanned.

(8)
An ERCOT designated point of contact will be assigned to oversee the interconnection study process and answer questions concerning the interconnection screening study and process.   Once assigned, the ERCOT designated point of contact will contact the IE and will be the primary ERCOT contact for interconnection studies.  If during the course of the studies, additional information is needed by ERCOT from the IE, ERCOT will immediately notify the IE and the IE will have ten Business Days to answer the request for additional information without impacting the study timeline.

(9)
Prior to the initial contact from the ERCOT designated point of contact, IEs should direct questions concerning the generation interconnection or change process to GINR@ercot.com.  The IE should contact its assigned Wholesale Client Services Representative with any queries that are not related to the interconnection studies.

(10)
If proposed Generation Resources that would use the same physical transmission interconnection are to be built in stages with in-service dates more than one year apart, each stage should be treated as a separate interconnection request but may be included in the same study. 

	[PGRR062:  Replace Section 5.2.1 above with the following upon system implementation of PR196-01:]

5.2.1
Generation Interconnection or Change Request Application 

(1)
Any Entity seeking to interconnect or modify a Generation Resource or Settlement Only Generator (SOG) meeting paragraph (1) of Section 5.1.1, Applicability, must submit the required Resource Registration data, in the format prescribed by ERCOT, available on the Market Information System (MIS) Public Area, and pay the applicable fees described in Section 5.7.2, Interconnection Study Fees.  

(2)
All Generation Interconnection or Change Request (GINR) applications and supporting data submissions and required fees shall be submitted to ERCOT via the applicable generation interconnection process in the online Resource Integration and Ongoing Operations (RIOO) system.  

(3)
The Interconnecting Entity (IE) shall provide in its GINR application all information necessary to allow for timely development, design, and implementation of any electric system improvements or enhancements required by ERCOT and the Transmission Service Provider (TSP) to reliably meet the interconnection requirements of the proposed Generation Resource.  

(4)
ERCOT will return the GINR to the IE within ten days using the online RIOO system if the GINR application fails to include the applicable fees or the information that is necessary to perform the initial screening interconnection studies.  The IE will be notified that action is required via a RIOO system automated email.

(5)
If the IE fails to respond to ERCOT’s inquiries within ten Business Days, the GINR will be deemed incomplete and returned to the IE using the online RIOO system.  The IE will be notified that action is required via a RIOO system automated email.

(6)
Once the application has been deemed materially complete, ERCOT will notify the IE of receipt of the completed application using a RIOO system automated email within ten Business Days.  The IE should note that this acknowledgement is not a reservation of transmission capacity, either planned or unplanned.

(7)
An ERCOT designated point of contact will be assigned to oversee the interconnection study process and answer questions concerning the interconnection process.  Once assigned, the ERCOT designated point of contact will contact the IE and will be the primary ERCOT contact for the IE until the IE registers pursuant to paragraph (1) of Protocol Section 16.5, Registration of a Resource Entity.  At that time a Client Services Representative will be assigned and will be the designated point of contact.  If during the course of the studies, additional information is needed by ERCOT from the IE, ERCOT will return the GINR to the IE and the IE will have ten Business Days to answer the request for additional information by submitting a change request via the online RIOO system without impacting the study timeline.  The IE will be notified that action is required via a RIOO system automated email.

(8)
Prior to the initial contact from the ERCOT designated point of contact, IEs should direct questions concerning the generation interconnection or change process to GINR@ercot.com.  All email communication sent to GINR@ercot.com shall include the associated project identification number (INR number) in the subject field.  If the communication is not specific to a project, the email subject field shall have the words “Generation Interconnection or Change Request.” 

(9)
If proposed Generation Resources that would use the same physical transmission interconnection are to be built in stages with in-service dates more than one year apart, each stage should be treated as a separate interconnection request but may be included in the same study.


5.2.2
Generation Interconnection or Change Request Submission Requirements
(1)
In order to consider the GINR, a Security Screening Study Fee shall be submitted to ERCOT along with the GINR application as prescribed in Section 5.2.1, Generation Interconnection or Change Request Application.  The Security Screening Study Fee is non-refundable.  The IE may wire funds to ERCOT to comply with the fee requirements.  

(2)
For instructions on how to wire the funds to ERCOT, email GINR@ercot.com requesting the account and wiring information.  

(3)
If submitting the payment via standard mail, email GINR@ercot.com to alert ERCOT to this method of submission.  Checks shall be made payable to the Electric Reliability Council of Texas, Inc. (referencing GINR on the memo line) and mailed to the following address:

ERCOT Treasury
RE: Generation Interconnection Request
7620 Metro Center Drive
Austin, TX 78744  

(4)
ERCOT will assign a unique name to all GINRs according to the following convention:


yrINRxxxxp


where:
yr is the calendar year the generation is anticipated to be online 

INR indicates interconnection request

xxxx is a sequence number beginning with 0001 (reset for each year)

p is an optional, sequential alphabetical identifier beginning with ‘a’ to be used for phased projects

(5)
All correspondence relating to a specific GINR, security screening or Full Interconnection Study (FIS) shall reference the unique project identification number once it has been assigned by ERCOT. 

	[PGRR062:  Replace Section 5.2.2 above with the following upon system implementation of PR196-01:]

5.2.2
Generation Interconnection or Change Request Submission Requirements
(1)
In order to consider the GINR, a Security Screening Study Fee shall be submitted to ERCOT as part of the GINR application as prescribed in Section 5.2.1, Generation Interconnection or Change Request Application.  The Security Screening Study Fee is non-refundable. 

(2)
ERCOT will assign a unique project identification number (INR number) to all GINRs according to the following convention:


yrINRxxxx


where:
yr is the calendar year the generation is anticipated to be online 

INR indicates interconnection request

xxxx is a sequence number beginning with 0001 (reset for each year)

(3)
All correspondence relating to a specific GINR, up to the commissioning of the Generation Resource or SOG, shall reference the unique project identification number once it has been assigned by ERCOT.


5.4.2.2
Full Interconnection Study Elements

(1)
The FIS consists of a series of distinct study elements.  The specific elements that will be included in a particular FIS will be stated in the FIS study scope agreement.  The primary purpose of the FIS is to determine the most effective and efficient manner in which to achieve the proposed GINR while continuing to maintain the reliability of the ERCOT System by ensuring compliance with all North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) Reliability Standards, Protocols, this Planning Guide and the Operating Guides.  The scenarios and base cases being used for these studies to determine potential transmission limitations will be documented in the FIS study scope.

(2)
Each proposed Generation Resource or Settlement Only Generator (SOG) that requires a separate physical transmission interconnection will be treated as an individual study to be analyzed separately from all other such requests unless otherwise agreed by the IE and TSP(s) in the interconnection study scope agreement.

(3)
The FIS process includes developing and analyzing various computer model simulations of the existing and proposed ERCOT generation/transmission system.  The results from these simulations will be utilized by the TSP(s) to determine the impact of the proposed interconnection.

(4)
The TSP(s) will also examine normal transmission operations as well as potentially adverse, or contingency, conditions in order to identify and analyze the reliability and effectiveness of various interconnection design alternatives in alleviating or mitigating any undesirable performance of the interconnection under a variety of operating conditions.  The study should include analysis demonstrating the adequate reliability of any temporary interconnection configurations.

(5)
In comparing interconnection alternatives, the TSP(s) will consider such information as interconnection cost and construction schedule, impact to short and long-range reliability, operational flexibility, and compatibility with future transmission plans.  The TSP(s) may consider interconnection alternatives not suggested by the IE.

(6)
The TSP(s) may reserve the right to update the final FIS report to reflect changes to the ERCOT System (i.e. new Standard Generation Interconnection Agreements (SGIAs)) after the report is completed and before the SGIA is executed.

(7)
All studies undertaken will be performed in compliance with all applicable Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) rules, NERC Reliability Standards, Protocols, this Planning Guide and the Operating Guides, Good Utility Practice, and the guidelines below unless otherwise directed by ERCOT.



5.9
Quarterly Stability Assessment

(1)
ERCOT shall conduct a stability assessment every three months to assess the impact of planned new Generation Resources and Settlement Only Generators (SOGs) connecting to the ERCOT Transmission Grid.  The assessment shall derive the conditions to be studied with consideration given to the results of the Full Interconnection Study (FIS) stability studies for the Generation Resources or SOGs with planned Initial Synchronization in the period under study.  ERCOT may study conditions other than those identified in the FIS stability studies.  

(2)
Generation Resources or SOGs that are not included in the assessment as described in this Section as result of the Interconnecting Entity (IE) failing to meet the prerequisites by the deadlines as listed in the table below will not be eligible for Initial Synchronization during that three month period.  The timeline for the quarterly stability assessment shall be in accordance with the following table:

	Generation Resource or SOG Initial Synchronization Date
	Last Day for an IE to meet prerequisites as listed in paragraph (4) below
	Completion of Quarterly Stability Assessment

	Upcoming January, February, March
	Prior August 1
	End of October

	Upcoming April, May, June
	Prior November 1
	End of January

	Upcoming July, August, September
	Prior February 1
	End of April

	Upcoming October, November, December
	Prior May 1
	End of July


(3)
If the last day for an IE to meet prerequisites or if completion of the quarterly stability assessment as shown in the above table falls on a weekend or holiday, the deadline will extend to the next Business Day.

(4)
Prerequisites to be satisfied prior to the planned new Generation Resource or SOG being included in the quarterly stability assessment:

(a) 
The Generation Resource or SOG has met the requirements of Section 6.9, Addition of Proposed Generation to the Planning Models. 

(b)
The IE has provided all Generation Resource or SOG data in accordance with the Resource Registration Glossary, Planning Model column, including but not limited to steady state, system protection and stability models.  

(c) 
The following elements must be complete:

(i)
FIS studies;

(ii)
Reactive Power Study; and

(iii)
System improvements or mitigation plans that were identified in these studies as required prior to synchronizing a new Generation Resource or SOG in order to meet the operational standards established in the Protocols, Planning Guide, Nodal Operating Guides, and Other Binding Documents.

(d)
The data used in the studies identified in paragraph (4)(c) above is consistent with Generation Resource or SOG data submitted by the IE as required by Section 6.9.

(5)
At any time following the inclusion of a Generation Resource or SOG in a stability assessment, but before the Initial Synchronization of the Generation Resource or SOG, if ERCOT determines, in its sole discretion, that the Generation Resource or SOG no longer meets the prerequisites described in paragraph (4), or that an IE has made a change to the design of the Generation Resource or SOG that could have a material impact on ERCOT System stability, then ERCOT may refuse to allow Initial Synchronization of the Generation Resource or SOG, provided that ERCOT shall include the Generation Resource or SOG in the next quarterly stability assessment period that commences after identification of the material change or after the Generation Resource or SOG meets the prerequisites specified in paragraph (4), as applicable.  If ERCOT determines, in its sole discretion, that the change to the design of the Generation Resource or SOG would not have a material impact on ERCOT System stability, then ERCOT may not refuse to allow Initial Synchronization of the Generation Resource or SOG due to this change.

(6)
ERCOT shall post to the Market Information System (MIS) Secure Area a report summarizing the results of the quarterly stability assessment within ten Business Days of completion. 
6.8
Resource Registration Procedures

(1)
In accordance with Protocol Sections 3.7, Resource Parameters, 3.10, Network Operations Modeling and Telemetry, and 16.5, Registration of a Resource Entity, a Resource Entity shall register each Generation Resource, Settlement Only Generator (SOG), or Load Resource with ERCOT.  The Resource Entity shall submit Resource Registration data and information through the Resource Registration process pursuant to Section 6.8.2, Resource Registration Process, and made available on the Market Information System (MIS) Public Area.

6.8.1
Resource Registration

(1)
A Resource Entity shall submit complete Resource Registration data pursuant to Section 6.8.2, Resource Registration Process,  for each Generation Resource, SOG or Load Resource prior to inclusion in applicable ERCOT systems.
(2)
All data elements requested in the Resource Registration process will be contained in the Resource Registration Glossary.  Changes, deletions or additions to the data elements in the Resource Registration Glossary will be made in accordance with the revision process specified for the Resource Registration Glossary.
(3)
ERCOT shall post the Resource Registration Glossary on the MIS Public Area.
(4)
ERCOT shall post a detailed Resource Registration Guide on the MIS Public Area that provides detailed instructions and explanations required for Resource Registration data and shall conform to the Resource Registration Glossary.

(5)
ERCOT shall make available related documents for Resource Registration on the MIS Public Area and shall notify Market Participants when changes are made to the Resource Registration process and requirements, including Resource Registration forms, the Resource Registration Glossary, and the Resource Registration Guide.

(6)
As required by Section 5, Generation Resource Interconnection or Change Request, Generation Resources shall provide accurate initial data for inclusion in the ERCOT Network Operations Model.  The data will be used to model future generation for Steady-State Working Group (SSWG), Dynamics Working Group (DWG), and System Protection Working Group (SPWG) base cases.

6.8.2
Resource Registration Process

(1)
A Resource Entity shall submit the Resource Registration data for Generation Resources, SOGs, or Load Resources as described in the Resource Registration Glossary. 

(2)
Upon receipt of the Resource Registration data, ERCOT shall review the completeness and accuracy of the data submission.  ERCOT shall provide notice of acceptance and/or deficiencies to the Resource Entity.  

(3)
ERCOT shall provide notice to the Resource Entity if the Resource Registration data is accepted, which is not the same as an approved Network Operations Model Change Request (NOMCR).  The acceptance of the Resource Registration data only means that the registered data moves to the next step of being converted to a NOMCR.  After acceptance and/or approval, the data is still subject to various and continuous validation processes. 
(4)
If ERCOT’s notice reports deficiencies through the data submission process or through subsequent validation processes, the Resource Entity shall make necessary changes specified and re-submit the Resource Registration data as necessary, until acceptance of the total set of registered data is granted.

(5)
Upon acceptance of the Resource Registration data, ERCOT shall provide the Resource Entity with the model ready date on which the Resource Registration data will be implemented in production.  Although a model ready date has been provided, subsequent data corrections may be required as a result of validation processes.  

(6)
If a Resource Entity desires that the submitted Resource Registration data become effective earlier than the schedule established in Protocol Section 3.10.1, Time Line for Network Operations Model Changes, it may submit a request for interim update as described in the Resource Registration Guide.
(7)
ERCOT shall notify each Resource Entity when applicable changes to the model are processed and implemented in accordance with Protocol Section 3.10.1.

(8)
A Resource Entity shall revise the Resource Registration data as required by this Section to reflect changes in any data related to a Generation Resource, SOG, or Load Resource.  

(9)
The Resource Entity must submit updated Resource Registration data containing changes made for the reasons below for a Generation Resource, SOG, or Load Resource:

(a)
Within ten Business Days of ERCOT approval of a Net Dependable Capability test to reflect the results of the test;

(b)
Within ten Business Days of ERCOT approval of a reactive capability test to reflect the results of the test;

(c)
Within ten Business Days of a request by ERCOT to check or update specific Resource Registration data; and

(d)
Within ten Business Days of a known change to any Resource Registration data.
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