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	Requested Resolution 
	Normal

	Nodal Protocol Sections Requiring Revision 
	15.1.3.1, Mass Transition Process
16.2.6.1, Designation as an Emergency Qualified Scheduling Entity or Virtual Qualified Scheduling Entity
16.2.6.3, Requirement to Obtain New Qualified Scheduling Entity or Qualified Scheduling Entity Qualification

	Related Documents Requiring Revision/Related Revision Requests
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	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) aligns Retail Market Guide references in Protocols as revised in RMGRR159.  In addition, the NPRR updates Mass Transition notification requirements for Emergency Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSEs) to align with revisions in the RMGRR.  

	Reason for Revision
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  Addresses current operational issues.
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  Meets Strategic goals (tied to the ERCOT Strategic Plan or directed by the ERCOT Board).
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  Market efficiencies or enhancements
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  Administrative
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  Regulatory requirements
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  Other:  (explain)

(please select all that apply)

	Business Case
	This NPRR aligns Protocol language with revisions to the Retail Market Guide proposed in RMGRR159.  
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	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


15.1.3.1
Mass Transition Process 
(1)
In a Mass Transition event, ERCOT shall submit the 814_03, Enrollment Notification Request, requesting a meter read for the associated ESI IDs, for a date two days after the date ERCOT initiates such transactions to the TDSP.  The 814_03 transaction shall contain a request for historical usage and the requested date for the meter read date to transfer the ESI IDs.  If an actual meter read cannot be obtained by the date requested in the 814_03 transaction, then the meter read may be estimated by the TDSP.  (See Retail Market Guide Section 9, Appendices, Appendix F2, Timeline for Initiation of a Mass Transition.)   

(2)
The TDSP shall respond to the 814_03 transaction within two Retail Business Days with an 814_04, Enrollment Notification Response, and an 867_02, Historical Usage.  Within one Retail Business Day of receiving the 814_04 transaction, ERCOT will send an 814_11, Drop Response, to the transitioning CR and forward an 814_14, Drop Enrollment Request, with the scheduled meter read date, to the POLR(s) or designated CR.  The TDSP shall submit an 867_04, Initial Meter Read, with a meter read date equal to the scheduled meter read date in the 814_04 transaction, which will also be known as the transition date.  (See Retail Market Guide Section 9, Appendix D1, Transaction Timing Matrix, for specific transaction timings.) 

(3)
ERCOT shall identify and monitor transitioned ESI IDs for a period of 60 days from the Mass Transition Date, as defined in the Retail Market Guide, to ensure that when a Customer switches away from the POLR, the 814_03 transaction is processed with a requested date equal to the FASD, regardless of how the switch was submitted.  Identification of the transitioned ESI ID shall terminate either upon the first completed switch, move in, move out, or at the end of the 60 day period, whichever occurs first.

(4)
For a detailed outline of the business process and responsibilities of all Entities involved in a Mass Transition event, refer to the Retail Market Guide Section 7, Market Processes.  
16.2.6.1
Designation as an Emergency Qualified Scheduling Entity or Virtual Qualified Scheduling Entity

(1)
A “Virtual QSE” is defined as an LSE or Resource Entity whose QSE has provided notice of its intent to terminate its relationship with the LSE and who has not met ERCOT’s creditworthiness requirements to become an Emergency QSE, as set forth in this Section. 

(2)
If a QSE has given Notice of its intent to terminate its relationship with an LSE or Resource Entity, that LSE or Resource Entity, must, by noon on the fourth Business Day after the termination notice date, either

(a) 
Designate a new QSE with such relationship to take effect on the Termination Date, or earlier if allowed by ERCOT; or

(b) 
Satisfy all necessary creditworthiness requirements for QSEs as described in Section 16.2, Registration and Qualification of Qualified Scheduling Entities.  

(3)
If ERCOT has given Notice of an LSE’s or Resource Entity’s QSE’s suspension, that LSE or Resource Entity will be designated as a Virtual QSE for up to two Bank Business Days, during which time it must either 


(a) 
Designate and begin operations with a new QSE; or

(b) 
Satisfy all necessary creditworthiness requirements for QSEs as described in Section 16.2, and operate as an Emergency QSE as described below.

(4)
If an LSE or Resource Entity meets the creditworthiness requirements, the LSE or Resource Entity may be designated as an Emergency QSE and may, upon the Termination Date, be issued digital certificates and given access to the MIS as determined by ERCOT.

(5)
If the LSE fails to meet the requirements of one of the above options in the timeframe set forth above, ERCOT shall, after notice as specified in Retail Market Guide Section 7.11, Transition Process, initiate a Mass Transition of the LSE’s ESI IDs pursuant to Section 15.1.3, Mass Transition.

(6)
If a Resource Entity fails to meet the requirements of one of the options set forth in paragraph (1) or (2) above within the requisite timeframe, ERCOT may allow the Resource Entity additional time, as determined by ERCOT staff, to meet the requirements.

(7)
For any Operating Day in which an LSE or Resource Entity is not either represented by a QSE or qualified as an Emergency QSE, ERCOT may designate the LSE or Resource Entity as a Virtual QSE. ERCOT may issue digital certificates to the Virtual QSE for access to the capabilities of the MIS.  A Virtual QSE shall be liable for any and all charges associated with Initial, Final and True-Up Settlements as well as any Resettlements applying to dates during which the Virtual QSE represented ESI IDs or otherwise incurred charges pursuant to these Protocols, along with any and all costs incurred by ERCOT in collecting such amounts.

(8)
ERCOT shall maintain a referral list of qualified QSEs on the MIS Public Area who request to be listed as providing QSE services on short notice. The list shall include the QSE’s name, contact information and whether they are qualified to represent Load and/or Resources and/or provide Ancillary Services. ERCOT shall not be obligated to verify the abilities of any QSE so listed.  ERCOT shall require all QSEs listed to confirm their inclusion on the referral list no later than the start of each calendar year.

16.2.6.3
Requirement to Obtain New Qualified Scheduling Entity or Qualified Scheduling Entity Qualification

(1)
Within seven Business Days after receiving designation as an Emergency QSE, an Emergency QSE must either: 

(a)
Designate a QSE that will represent the LSE or Resource Entity to ERCOT or 

(b)
Fulfill all QSE registration and qualification requirements.  After completing the requirements in item (b), ERCOT may redesignate the Emergency QSE as a QSE.  

(2)
If an Emergency QSE that is an LSE fails to meet at least one of the requirements listed above within the allotted time, then ERCOT shall, after notice as specified in Retail Market Guide Section 7.11, initiate a Mass Transition of the LSE’s ESI IDs pursuant to Section 15.1.3, Mass Transition.  If an Emergency QSE that is a Resource Entity fails to meet at least one of the requirements listed above within the allotted time, ERCOT may allow the Resource Entity additional time, as determined by ERCOT staff, to meet the requirements. 
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