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	Revised Proposed Guide Language


5.1.1
Applicability
(1)
The requirements in this Section 5, Generation Resource Interconnection or Change Request, are applicable, to the following:
(a)
Any Entity proposing a new All-Inclusive Generation Resource, including a storage device, with an aggregate power output (gross Generation Resource output minus auxiliary Load directly related to the Generation Resource) of ten MW or greater, planning to interconnect to transmission in the ERCOT System; or
(b)
Resource Entities that are seeking to:
(i)
Upgrade the summer or winter Net Dependable Capability of an All-Inclusive Generation Resource by ten MW or greater within a single year; 

(ii)
Excluding in-kind replacement, change the inverter, wind turbine generator, or power converter associated with an All-Inclusive Generation Resource of ten MW or greater; or 

(iii)
Change or add a Point of Interconnection (POI) of an All-Inclusive Generation Resource of ten MW or greater.

(2)
Interconnection requirements for on-site Distributed Generation (DG) are not subject to this Section 5 but are addressed in P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.211, Interconnection of On-Site Distributed Generation (DG), and P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.212, Technical Requirements for Interconnection and Parallel Operation of On-Site Distributed Generation. 
5.2.1
Generation Interconnection or Change Request Application 
(1)
Any Entity seeking to interconnect or modify an All-Inclusive Generation Resource meeting paragraph (1) of Section 5.1.1, Applicability, must submit the required Resource Registration data, in the format prescribed by ERCOT, available on the Market Information System (MIS) Public Area, and pay the applicable fees described in Section 5.7.2, Interconnection Study Fees.  
(2)
All Generation Interconnection or Change Request (GINR) applications and supporting data submissions shall be delivered to ERCOT by email to GINR@ercot.com.  Applications and supporting data shall be sent as discrete file attachments.  The application with signature may be submitted in PDF form if desired but the supporting data shall be sent as a Microsoft Excel file attachment so that data may be easily extracted to reduce transcription errors.
(3)
All GINR applications sent via email shall have the words “Generation Interconnection or Change Request” in the first line of the address field or in the subject field of an email request.
(4)
The Interconnecting Entity (IE) shall include in the GINR application all information necessary to allow for timely development, design, and implementation of any electric system improvements or enhancements required by ERCOT and the Transmission Service Provider (TSP) to reliably meet the interconnection requirements of the proposed Generation Resource.  This information shall be of sufficient detail for use in determining transfer capabilities, operating limits (including stability), and planning margins to provide both reliability and operating efficiency as well as facilitating coordinated planning for future transmission system additions.
(5)
ERCOT will notify the IE within seven Business Days through telephone call or email if the GINR application fails to include the applicable fees or the information that is necessary to perform the initial screening interconnection studies.
(6)
If the IE fails to respond to ERCOT’s inquiries within ten Business Days, the GINR will be deemed incomplete and rejected.  ERCOT shall notify the IE if such condition occurs.
(7)
Once the application has been deemed materially complete, ERCOT will date-stamp the application, add the interconnection request to the ERCOT interconnection list, and notify the IE of receipt of the completed application within ten Business Days.  The IE should note that the date stamp is not a reservation of transmission capacity, either planned or unplanned.
(8)
An ERCOT designated point of contact will be assigned to oversee the interconnection study process and answer questions concerning the interconnection screening study and process.   Once assigned, the ERCOT designated point of contact will contact the IE and will be the primary ERCOT contact for interconnection studies.  If during the course of the studies, additional information is needed by ERCOT from the IE, ERCOT will immediately notify the IE and the IE will have ten Business Days to answer the request for additional information without impacting the study timeline.
(9)
Prior to the initial contact from the ERCOT designated point of contact, IEs should direct questions concerning the generation interconnection or change process to GINR@ercot.com.  The IE should contact its assigned Wholesale Client Services Representative with any queries that are not related to the interconnection studies.
(10)
If proposed Generation Resources that would use the same physical transmission interconnection are to be built in stages with in-service dates more than one year apart, each stage should be treated as a separate interconnection request but may be included in the same study. 

	[PGRR062:  Replace Section 5.2.1 above with the following upon system implementation of PR196-01:]
5.2.1
Generation Interconnection or Change Request Application 
(1)
Any Entity seeking to interconnect or modify an All-Inclusive Generation Resource meeting paragraph (1) of Section 5.1.1, Applicability, must submit the required Resource Registration data, in the format prescribed by ERCOT, available on the Market Information System (MIS) Public Area, and pay the applicable fees described in Section 5.7.2, Interconnection Study Fees.  
(2)
All Generation Interconnection or Change Request (GINR) applications and supporting data submissions and required fees shall be submitted to ERCOT via the applicable generation interconnection process in the online Resource Integration and Ongoing Operations (RIOO) system.  

(3)
The Interconnecting Entity (IE) shall provide in its GINR application all information necessary to allow for timely development, design, and implementation of any electric system improvements or enhancements required by ERCOT and the Transmission Service Provider (TSP) to reliably meet the interconnection requirements of the proposed Generation Resource.  
(4)
ERCOT will return the GINR to the IE within ten days using the online RIOO system if the GINR application fails to include the applicable fees or the information that is necessary to perform the initial screening interconnection studies.  The IE will be notified that action is required via a RIOO system automated email.

(5)
If the IE fails to respond to ERCOT’s inquiries within ten Business Days, the GINR will be deemed incomplete and returned to the IE using the online RIOO system.  The IE will be notified that action is required via a RIOO system automated email.

(6)
Once the application has been deemed materially complete, ERCOT will notify the IE of receipt of the completed application using a RIOO system automated email within ten Business Days.  The IE should note that this acknowledgement is not a reservation of transmission capacity, either planned or unplanned.
(7)
An ERCOT designated point of contact will be assigned to oversee the interconnection study process and answer questions concerning the interconnection process.  Once assigned, the ERCOT designated point of contact will contact the IE and will be the primary ERCOT contact for the IE until the IE registers pursuant to paragraph (1) of Protocol Section 16.5, Registration of a Resource Entity.  At that time a Client Services Representative will be assigned and will be the designated point of contact.  If during the course of the studies, additional information is needed by ERCOT from the IE, ERCOT will return the GINR to the IE and the IE will have ten Business Days to answer the request for additional information by submitting a change request via the online RIOO system without impacting the study timeline.  The IE will be notified that action is required via a RIOO system automated email.

(8)
Prior to the initial contact from the ERCOT designated point of contact, IEs should direct questions concerning the generation interconnection or change process to GINR@ercot.com.  All email communication sent to GINR@ercot.com shall include the associated project identification number (INR number) in the subject field.  If the communication is not specific to a project, the email subject field shall have the words “Generation Interconnection or Change Request.” 
(9)
If proposed Generation Resources that would use the same physical transmission interconnection are to be built in stages with in-service dates more than one year apart, each stage should be treated as a separate interconnection request but may be included in the same study.


5.2.2
Generation Interconnection or Change Request Submission Requirements
(1)
In order to consider the GINR, a Generation Interconnection Fee shall be submitted to ERCOT along with the GINR application as prescribed in Section 5.2.1, Generation Interconnection or Change Request Application.  The Generation Interconnection Fee is non-refundable.  The IE may wire funds to ERCOT to comply with the fee requirements.  
(2)
For instructions on how to wire the funds to ERCOT, email GINR@ercot.com requesting the account and wiring information.  
(3)
If submitting the payment via standard mail, email GINR@ercot.com to alert ERCOT to this method of submission.  Checks shall be made payable to the Electric Reliability Council of Texas, Inc. (referencing GINR on the memo line) and mailed to the following address:

ERCOT Treasury
RE: Generation Interconnection Request
7620 Metro Center Drive
Austin, TX 78744  
(4)
ERCOT will assign a unique name to all GINRs according to the following convention:

yrINRxxxxp

where:
yr is the calendar year the generation is anticipated to be online 
INR indicates interconnection request
xxxx is a sequence number beginning with 0001 (reset for each year)
p is an optional, sequential alphabetical identifier beginning with ‘a’ to be used for phased projects
(5)
All correspondence relating to a specific GINR, Security Screening Study or Full Interconnection Study (FIS) shall reference the unique project identification number once it has been assigned by ERCOT. 
	[PGRR062:  Replace Section 5.2.2 above with the following upon system implementation of PR196-01:]
5.2.2
Generation Interconnection or Change Request Submission Requirements
(1)
In order to consider the GINR, a Generation Interconnection Fee shall be submitted to ERCOT as part of the GINR application as prescribed in Section 5.2.1, Generation Interconnection or Change Request Application.  The Generation Interconnection Fee is non-refundable. 
(2)
ERCOT will assign a unique project identification number (INR number) to all GINRs according to the following convention:

yrINRxxxx

where:
yr is the calendar year the generation is anticipated to be online 
INR indicates interconnection request
xxxx is a sequence number beginning with 0001 (reset for each year)
(3)
All correspondence relating to a specific GINR, up to the commissioning of the All-Inclusive Generation Resource, shall reference the unique project identification number once it has been assigned by ERCOT.


5.3
Full Interconnection Study Request
(1)
Any Interconnecting Entity (IE) seeking a Full Interconnection Study (FIS) for interconnection to the ERCOT System must submit the following to ERCOT:
(a)
A Notice to proceed with the FIS;
(b)
Resource Registration data in the format prescribed by ERCOT with applicable information required for interconnection studies identified in the Resource Registration Glossary;
(c)
A Full Interconnection Study Application Fee as prescribed in Section 5.7.3, Full Interconnection Study Application Fee; 
(d)
Proof of site control as described in Section 5.4.9, Proof of Site Control; and

(e)
A declaration in Section 8, Attachment C, Declaration of Department of Defense Notification, certifying that:  

(i)
The IE has notified the Department of Defense (DOD) Siting Clearinghouse of the proposed Generation Resource and requested an informal or formal review as described in 32 C.F.R. § 211.1 (2013); or 

(ii)
The IE’s proposed Generation Resource is not required to provide notice to the DOD and Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) because the project does not meet the criteria requiring notice to the FAA under 14 C.F.R. § 77.9 (2010).
(2)
Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) may charge additional fees for their interconnection studies.
(3)
All FIS requests and supporting data submissions shall be delivered to ERCOT by email.  The supporting data shall be sent as discrete file attachments.
(4)
The IE shall include the associated project identification number (INR number) in the subject field of the email.
(5)
The IE shall include in the FIS request all information necessary to allow for timely development, design, and implementation of any electric system improvements or enhancements required by ERCOT and the TSP to reliably meet the interconnection requirements of the proposed generation.  This information shall be of sufficient detail for use in determining transfer capabilities, operating limits (including stability), and planning margins to provide both reliability and operating efficiency as well as facilitating coordinated planning for future transmission system additions.
(6)
Upon receipt of the FIS request, the ERCOT designated point of contact will continue to be the primary ERCOT contact for the IE, ensuring Resource Registration data is communicated to the TSP.  The ERCOT designated point of contact will initiate a meeting between the TSP(s) and the IE.  If during the course of the studies, additional information is needed from the IE, ERCOT will immediately notify the IE and the IE will have ten Business Days to answer the request for additional information without impacting the study timeline. 
	[PGRR062:  Replace Section 5.3 above with the following upon system implementation of PR196-01:]
5.3
Full Interconnection Study Request

(1)
Any Interconnecting Entity (IE) seeking a Full Interconnection Study (FIS) for interconnection to the ERCOT System must submit the following to ERCOT:
(a)
A change request via the online Resource Integration and Ongoing Operations (RIOO) system requesting to proceed with the FIS;

(b)
Resource Registration data in the format prescribed by ERCOT with applicable information required for interconnection studies identified in the Resource Registration Glossary;
(c)
A Full Interconnection Study Application Fee as prescribed in Section 5.7.3, Generation Interconnection and Full Interconnection Study Application Fee; 
(d)
Proof of site control as described in Section 5.4.9, Proof of Site Control; and

(e)
A declaration in Section 8, Attachment C, Declaration of Department of Defense Notification, certifying that:  

(i)
The IE has notified the Department of Defense (DOD) Siting Clearinghouse of the proposed Generation Resource and requested an informal or formal review as described in 32 C.F.R. § 211.1 (2013); or 

(ii)
The IE’s proposed Generation Resource is not required to provide notice to the DOD and Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) because the project does not meet the criteria requiring notice to the FAA under 14 C.F.R. § 77.9 (2010).
(2)
Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) may charge additional fees for their interconnection studies.
(3)
All FIS requests and supporting data submissions shall be entered via the online RIOO system.  

(4)
The ERCOT designated point of contact will initiate a FIS study scope meeting between the TSP(s) and the IE.  If during the course of the studies, additional information is needed by ERCOT from the IE, ERCOT will return the GINR to the IE and the IE will have ten Business Days to answer the request for additional information without impacting the study timeline.  The IE will be notified that action is required via a RIOO system automated email.


5.3.1
Full Interconnection Study Submission Requirements
(1)
When an FIS is requested, a Full Interconnection Study Application Fee must be submitted to ERCOT as prescribed by Section 5.7.3.  The Full Interconnection Study Application Fee is non-refundable.  The IE may wire funds to ERCOT to comply with the fee requirements.
(2)
For instructions on how to wire the funds to ERCOT, send an email to GINR@ercot.com requesting the account and wiring information.
(3)
If submitting the payment via standard mail, please make the check payable to the Electric Reliability Council of Texas, Inc.  Please contact GINR@ercot.comto alert ERCOT to this method of submission for the application.
(4)
Submission of the data via email shall be addressed to GINR@ercot.com.  All design data shall be submitted electronically.
(5)
The IE shall submit the Resource Registration data as specified in Section 5.7.1, Generation Resource Data Requirements, and as defined in the Resource Registration Glossary.
(6)
The Resource Registration data and all updates shall be submitted by the IE and sent to the assigned ERCOT designated point of contact and to GINR@ercot.com.  ERCOT will forward this information along with a change report to the TSP(s) for use in the FIS.  The TSP may request additional information necessary to perform the FIS from the IE directly.  The IE must provide this information to the TSP and ERCOT in order to facilitate the completion of the FIS in a timely manner.  
(7)
The planning submissions of the Resource Registration data are considered planning data and shall accurately reflect the design of the facility.  Please note this process does not satisfy the Resource Registration submissions requirements contained in the Protocols, but the use of this format is intended to facilitate the preparation of the data required for that process and the continuity of data between the interconnection study process and the data submitted for Resource Registration. 
	[PGRR062:  Replace Section 5.3.1 above with the following upon system implementation of PR196-01:]
5.3.1
Full Interconnection Study Submission Requirements
(1)
When an FIS is requested, a Full Interconnection Study Application Fee must be submitted to ERCOT as prescribed by Section 5.7.3.  The Generation Interconnection and Full Interconnection Study Application Fee is non-refundable.  The IE must comply with the fee requirements before the FIS request can be submitted to ERCOT.  See Section 5.7.2, Interconnection Study Fees, for information regarding accepted methods of payment for fees. 

(2)
All design data shall be submitted via the online RIOO system.

(3)
The IE shall submit the Resource Registration data as specified in Section 5.7.1, Generation Resource Data Requirements, and as defined in the Resource Registration Glossary.
(4)
The Resource Registration data and all updates shall be submitted by the IE via the online RIOO system.  This information will be used by ERCOT and the TSP(s) in the FIS.  The TSP may request additional information necessary to perform the FIS from the IE directly.  The IE must provide this information via the online RIOO system in order to facilitate the completion of the FIS in a timely manner.  
(5)
Resource Registration data required for the FIS shall accurately reflect the design of the facility.  


5.4.1
Security Screening Study
(1)
For each Generation Interconnection or Change Request (GINR), ERCOT will conduct a steady-state Security Screening Study, including power-flow and transfer studies, based on the expected in-service year to identify potential generation dispatch limitations based on the site proposed by the Interconnecting Entity (IE).  
(a)
The Security Screening Study is a high level review of the project and generally includes a number of initial assumptions from both ERCOT and the IE.  In accordance with P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.198, Initiating Transmission Service, ERCOT will establish the scope of the Security Screening Study that will include a determination of the need for a more in-depth Subsynchronous Resonance (SSR) study.  The SSR vulnerability of all Generation Resources applicable under Section 5, Generation Resource Interconnection or Change Request, will be assessed pursuant to Protocol Section 3.22.1.2, Generation Resource Interconnection Assessment. 
(b)
At its sole discretion, ERCOT may waive the requirement for a Security Screening Study for a GINR.
(2)
The results of the Security Screening Study will provide an indication of the level at which the proposed Generation Resource can expect to operate simultaneously with other known Generation Resources in the area before significant transmission additions or enhancements may be required.  During the course of the Security Screening Study, ERCOT may consult with the affected Transmission Service Provider(s) (TSP(s)), if needed, to identify the most efficient means of providing transmission service.
(3)
During the Security Screening Study phase of the GINR process, and in accordance with the Protocols, all data, documents, and other information required by ERCOT from an IE related to a request for GINR are considered Protected Information pursuant to Protocol Section 1.3.1.1, Items Considered Protected Information, to the extent that such information is not otherwise publicly available.  Accordingly, ERCOT shall not publicly release any of the protected data, documents, or other information during the Security Screening Study phase except to TSPs.  Information about GINRs in the Security Screening Study phase will only be released publicly in aggregated amounts.
(4)
Upon completion of the Security Screening Study, ERCOT will present the IE with a preliminary report indicating future transmission additions or enhancements that may be required to accommodate the proposed additional generation or Generation Resource modification at the specified in-service year.  This report will inform the IE about any additional transmission improvements estimated to be required for the continued security and reliability of the ERCOT System.  This report does not imply any commitment by ERCOT or any TSP to recommend or construct these transmission additions or enhancements.  The report will also contain a description of the SSR assessment performed as part of the Security Screening Study and any conclusions resulting from the SSR assessment.
(5)
Within 180 days of the date ERCOT notifies the IE of the Security Screening Study results, the IE must notify ERCOT in writing of its desire to pursue a Full Interconnection Study (FIS), or the GINR will be withdrawn.  ERCOT will notify the TSP(s) and will begin initiation and coordination of the FIS only after receiving this Notification from the IE. 
	[PGRR062:  Replace paragraph (5) above with the following upon system implementation of PR196-01:]
(5)
Within 180 days of the date ERCOT notifies the IE of the Security Screening Study results, the IE must notify ERCOT, via the online Resource Integration and Ongoing Operations (RIOO) system, of its desire to pursue a Full Interconnection Study (FIS), otherwise ERCOT shall consider the GINR withdrawn by the IE.  ERCOT will begin initiation and coordination of the FIS only after receiving this Notification from the IE.  TSPs will receive a RIOO system automated email when ERCOT determines the FIS application is complete. 


(6)
After the expiration of the 180-day period, an IE must submit a new GINR for a Security Screening Study and must again pay the appropriate fee.  The IE will also be required to submit any updates or changes in the project’s data to ERCOT.
5.4.2
Full Interconnection Study
(1)
An FIS consists of the set of steady-state, dynamic, short-circuit, facility studies, along with other relevant studies that are necessary to determine the reliability impact on affected Transmission Facilities and identify the Transmission Facilities that are needed to reliably interconnect the new or modified Generation Resource to the ERCOT System, in accordance with the Planning Guides.  The FIS is not intended to determine the deliverability of power from the proposed Generation Resource to market or to ensure that the proposed Generation Resource does not experience any congestion-related curtailment.
(2)
The IE must provide the appropriate Full Interconnection Study Application Fee and proof of site control.  IEs are not required to resubmit proof of site control for GINRs meeting paragraph (1)(b) of Section 5.1.1, Applicability. 
(3)
The IE can request an FIS at any time after ERCOT deems the initial GINR application complete, which can be before completion of the Security Screening Study, but must respect the timeline set forth in paragraph (5) of Section 5.4.1, Security Screening Study. Requesting both studies at the same time may shorten the overall time to complete the GINR process due to overlap of work on both studies.
(4)
ERCOT shall manage a confidential email list (Transmission Owner Generation Interconnection) to facilitate communication of confidential GINR-related information among TSP(s) and ERCOT.  Membership to this email list will be limited to ERCOT and appropriate TSP personnel. 

5.4.2.1
Full Interconnection Study Process Overview

(1)
Within five Business Days of receiving Notice to proceed with an FIS, proof of site control, if required, and the correct fee(s) from the IE, ERCOT will designate a TSP to lead the FIS and will contact that TSP to schedule an FIS scope meeting.  ERCOT will select the lead TSP based upon a preliminary analysis of the most likely Point of Interconnection (POI).  If an IE has previously developed a generation project in ERCOT with the selected TSP, the IE, ERCOT, and the TSP may agree to forgo the scope meeting.  If they so agree, the timeline for the IE and TSP to reach agreement on the FIS scope will start on the date ERCOT notifies the TSP of the IE’s decision to proceed with the FIS.
(2)
ERCOT will promptly send Notification of the FIS to all other TSP(s) via the confidential Transmission Owner Generation Interconnection email list.  It is the responsibility of each TSP to determine if the proposed project would have a material impact on its Transmission Facilities and to decide whether and to what extent it should participate in the FIS.  
(3)
Each TSP desiring to participate in the FIS shall promptly notify the lead TSP.  The lead TSP must include all interested TSPs in the FIS to the extent such involvement is reasonable.
(4)
At the FIS scope meeting, the IE will present the proposed GINR and ERCOT will review the results of the Security Screening Study.  The lead TSP will facilitate a general discussion of the preliminary study scope of work for the FIS.
(5)
Pursuant to Protocol Section 3.22.1.2, Generation Resource Interconnection Assessment, in the event that the Security Screening Study performed by ERCOT identifies a possible SSR risk, ERCOT or the affected TSP(s) may require additional SSR studies be performed and may require an IE to provide additional detailed modeling data on the proposed Generation Resource in support of these studies.  The SSR studies shall be scoped at the same time as the FIS but do not need to be included as part of the FIS. 
(6)
The IE and the TSP(s) must reach agreement on the FIS scope within 60 days of the FIS scope meeting.  The assistance of more than one TSP may be required in areas where Transmission Facilities are provided by multiple TSPs.  In these cases it may be necessary for the IE to execute study agreements with multiple TSPs.
(7)
The FIS scope agreement must include all assumptions, timetables, study cost estimates and payment schedules, and the determination of all requirements for interconnection.  
(a)
The FIS must include all studies required by this section.  The IE and the TSP(s) shall consider the Security Screening Study and other preliminary studies and documents provided by the IE when developing the FIS scope.  The IE and TSP(s) may divide the FIS into distinct study phases, each requiring IE approval to proceed.
(b)
The requirement for one or more FIS studies may be waived for GINRs meeting paragraph (1)(b)(ii) of Section 5.1.1 if mutually agreed upon by ERCOT and the TSP(s).  In order to aid in the determination of whether or not FIS study waivers are appropriate, ERCOT and the TSP(s) may request additional data and information from the IE beyond what is required by Section 5.3.1, Full Interconnection Study Submission Requirements, and Section 5.7.1, Generation Resource Data Requirements.
(8)
The TSP(s) shall send the FIS scope to the confidential Transmission Owner Generation Interconnection email list for review and comment by ERCOT and other TSP(s).  Comments must be made within ten Business Days.
(9)
If the IE and TSP(s) cannot agree to the FIS study scope within the 60-day period, ERCOT will attempt to mediate an agreement.  If mediation is unsuccessful, ERCOT will consider whether the IE’s GINR should be terminated.  If the request is terminated, the IE will be required to file a new GINR and pay all appropriate fee(s) for any new generation project. 
	[PGRR062:  Replace Section 5.4.2.1 above with the following upon system implementation of PR196-01:]
5.4.2.1
Full Interconnection Study Process Overview

(1)
Within ten Business Days of receiving notice to proceed with an FIS, proof of site control, if required, and the correct fee(s) from the IE, ERCOT will designate a TSP to lead the FIS and will contact that TSP to schedule an FIS scope meeting.  ERCOT will select the lead TSP based upon a preliminary analysis of the most likely Point of Interconnection (POI).  If an IE has previously developed a generation project in ERCOT with the selected TSP, the IE, ERCOT, and the TSP may agree to forgo the scope meeting.  If they so agree, the timeline for the IE and TSP to reach agreement on the FIS scope will start on the date ERCOT notifies the TSP of the IE’s decision to proceed with the FIS.
(2)
Notification of the FIS to all other TSP(s) will be provided via the online RIOO system.  It is the responsibility of each TSP to determine if the proposed project would have a material impact on its Transmission Facilities and to decide whether and to what extent it should participate in the FIS.  
(3)
Each TSP desiring to participate in the FIS shall promptly notify the lead TSP via email to the lead TSP.  The lead TSP must include all interested TSPs in the FIS to the extent such involvement is reasonable.
(4)
At the FIS scope meeting, the IE will present the proposed GINR and ERCOT will review the results of the Security Screening Study.  The lead TSP will facilitate a general discussion of the preliminary study scope of work for the FIS.
(5)
Pursuant to Protocol Section 3.22.1.2, Generation Resource Interconnection Assessment, in the event that the Security Screening Study performed by ERCOT identifies a possible SSR risk, ERCOT or the affected TSP(s) may require additional SSR studies be performed and may require an IE to provide additional detailed modeling data on the proposed Generation Resource in support of these studies.  The SSR studies shall be scoped at the same time as the FIS but do not need to be included as part of the FIS. 
(6)
The IE and the TSP(s) must reach agreement on the FIS scope within 60 days of the FIS scope meeting.  The assistance of more than one TSP may be required in areas where Transmission Facilities are provided by multiple TSPs.  In these cases it may be necessary for the IE to execute study agreements with multiple TSPs.
(7)
The FIS scope agreement must include all assumptions, timetables, study cost estimates and payment schedules, and the determination of all requirements for interconnection.  
(a)       The FIS must include all studies required by this section.  The IE and the TSP(s) shall consider the Security Screening Study and other preliminary studies and documents provided by the IE when developing the FIS scope.  The IE and TSP(s) may divide the FIS into distinct study phases, each requiring IE approval to proceed.
(b)
The requirement for one or more FIS studies may be waived for GINRs meeting paragraph (1)(b)(ii) of Section 5.1.1 if mutually agreed upon by ERCOT and the TSP(s).  In order to aid in the determination of whether or not FIS study waivers are appropriate, ERCOT and the TSP(s) may request additional data and information from the IE beyond what is required by Section 5.3.1, Full Interconnection Study Submission Requirements, and Section 5.7.1, Generation Resource Data Requirements.
(8)
The TSP(s) shall submit the FIS scope document via the online RIOO system.  The online RIOO system will provide notification via an automated email to ERCOT and other TSP(s) of availability of the FIS scope document for review and comment.  Comments must be made within ten Business Days.
(9)
If the IE and TSP(s) cannot agree to the FIS study scope within the 60-day period, ERCOT will attempt to mediate an agreement.  If mediation is unsuccessful, ERCOT will consider whether the IE’s GINR should be terminated.  If the request is terminated, the IE will be required to file a new GINR and pay all appropriate fee(s) for any new generation project.


5.7.2
Interconnection Study Fees
(1)
P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.198, Initiating Transmission Service, states in part that the customer requesting transmission service shall be responsible for all costs associated with the completion of the Security Screening Study and the FIS.
(2)
The ERCOT Generation Interconnection Fee is a non-refundable fee associated with each specific interconnection request.  The amount of this fee is listed in the ERCOT Fee Schedule of the Protocols.  
(a)
The appropriate Generation Interconnection Fee must be remitted for each GINR (i.e., each individual interconnection location, Commercial Operations Date, and additional Generation Resource capacity at this specific interconnection location) at the time the application is submitted to ERCOT.
(b)
The appropriate Generation Interconnection Fee is based upon the MW capacity of the proposed or existing All-Inclusive Generation Resource associated with the GINR.
(c)
Any waiver of the requirement for a Security Screening Study as described in Section 5.4.1, Security Screening Study, does not negate the requirement for, nor reduce the amount of, the appropriate Generation Interconnection Fee to be remitted.
(3)
The check should be made payable to the Electric Reliability Council of Texas, Inc. 
	[PGRR062:  Replace Section 5.7.2 above with the following upon system implementation of PR196-01:]
5.7.2
Interconnection Study Fees
(1)
P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.198, Initiating Transmission Service, states in part that the customer requesting transmission service shall be responsible for all costs associated with the completion of the Security Screening Study and the FIS.
(2)
All fees payable to ERCOT shall be made via the online RIOO system using Automated Clearing House (ACH) E-Checks or credit card.


5.7.3
Full Interconnection Study Application Fee
(1)
The ERCOT Full Interconnection Study Application Fee is a non-refundable fee paid directly to ERCOT when an FIS is requested.  The amount of this fee is listed in the ERCOT Fee Schedule of the Protocols and is based on either:
(a)
The MW of additional installed capacity for GINRs not meeting paragraph (1)(b)(ii) of Section 5.1.1, Applicability; or

(b)
Total MW capacity for GINRs meeting paragraph (1)(b)(ii) of Section 5.1.1.
(2)
This fee will reimburse ERCOT for the development of stability software models for each proposed Generation Resource and allow for continually updating current models as new equipment changes are made.  The check should be made payable to the Electric Reliability Council of Texas, Inc.
(3)
Payment of the Full Interconnection Study Application Fee to ERCOT does not release an IE from its obligation to provide ERCOT accurate and appropriate stability software models and data (including load data) for each of its proposed generation plants. 
	[PGRR062:  Replace Section 5.7.3 above with the following upon system implementation of PR196-01:]
5.7.3
Generation Interconnection and Full Interconnection Study Application Fees

(1)
The ERCOT Generation Interconnection Fee is a non-refundable fee associated with each specific interconnection request.  The amount of this fee is listed in the ERCOT Fee Schedule of the Protocols.  
(a)
The appropriate Generation Interconnection Fee must be remitted for each GINR (i.e., each individual interconnection location, Commercial Operations Date, and additional Generation Resource capacity at this specific interconnection location) at the time the application is submitted to ERCOT.
(b)
The appropriate Generation Interconnection Fee is based upon the MW capacity of the proposed or existing All-Inclusive Generation Resource associated with the GINR.

(c)
Any waiver of the requirement for a Security Screening Study as described in Section 5.4.1, Security Screening Study, does not negate the requirement for, nor reduce the amount of, the appropriate Generation Interconnection Fee to be remitted.
(2)
The ERCOT Full Interconnection Study Application Fee is a non-refundable fee paid directly to ERCOT when an FIS is requested.  
(a)
The amount of this fee is listed in the ERCOT Fee Schedule of the Protocols and is based on either:
(i)
The MW of additional installed capacity for GINRs not meeting paragraph (1)(b)(ii) of Section 5.1.1, Applicability; or

(ii)
Total MW capacity for GINRs meeting paragraph (1)(b)(ii) of Section 5.1.1.
(b)
This fee will reimburse ERCOT for the development of stability software models for each proposed Generation Resource and allow for continually updating current models as new equipment changes are made.  
(c)
Payment of this fee to ERCOT does not release an IE from its obligation to provide ERCOT accurate and appropriate stability software models and data (including load data) for each of its proposed generation plants.  


5.9
Quarterly Stability Assessment
(1)
ERCOT shall conduct a stability assessment every three months to assess the impact of planned All-Inclusive Generation Resources connecting to the ERCOT System.  The assessment shall derive the conditions to be studied with consideration given to the results of the Full Interconnection Study (FIS) stability studies for All-Inclusive Generation Resources meeting paragraph (1) of Section 5.1.1, Applicability, with planned Initial Synchronization in the period under study.  ERCOT may study conditions other than those identified in the FIS stability studies.  

(2)
All-Inclusive Generation Resources that are not included in the assessment as described in this Section as result of the Interconnecting Entity (IE) failing to meet the prerequisites by the deadlines as listed in the table below will not be eligible for Initial Synchronization during that three month period.  The timeline for the quarterly stability assessment shall be in accordance with the following table:

	All-Inclusive Generation Resource Initial Synchronization Date
	Last Day for an IE to meet prerequisites as listed in paragraph (4) below
	Completion of Quarterly Stability Assessment

	Upcoming January, February, March
	Prior August 1
	End of October

	Upcoming April, May, June
	Prior November 1
	End of January

	Upcoming July, August, September
	Prior February 1
	End of April

	Upcoming October, November, December
	Prior May 1
	End of July


(3)
If the last day for an IE to meet prerequisites or if completion of the quarterly stability assessment as shown in the above table falls on a weekend or holiday, the deadline will extend to the next Business Day.

(4)
Prerequisites to be satisfied prior to the planned new All-Inclusive Generation Resource being included in the quarterly stability assessment:

(a) 
The All-Inclusive Generation Resource has met the requirements of Section 6.9, Addition of Proposed Generation to the Planning Models. 

(b)
The IE has provided all All-Inclusive Generation Resource data in accordance with the Resource Registration Glossary, Planning Model column, including but not limited to steady state, system protection and stability models.  
(c) 
The following elements must be complete:

(i)
FIS studies;

(ii)
Reactive Power Study; and

(iii)
System improvements or mitigation plans that were identified in these studies as required to meet the operational standards established in the Protocols, Planning Guide, Nodal Operating Guides, and Other Binding Documents prior to synchronizing an All-Inclusive Generation Resource meeting paragraph (1) of Section 5.1.1.

(d)
The data used in the studies identified in paragraph (4)(c) above is consistent with All-Inclusive Generation Resource data submitted by the IE as required by Section 6.9.
(5)
At any time following the inclusion of an All-Inclusive Generation Resource in a stability assessment, but before the Initial Synchronization of the All-Inclusive Generation Resource, if ERCOT determines, in its sole discretion, that the All-Inclusive Generation Resource no longer meets the prerequisites described in paragraph (4), or that an IE has made a change to the design of the All-Inclusive Generation Resource that could have a material impact on ERCOT System stability, then ERCOT may refuse to allow Initial Synchronization of the All-Inclusive Generation Resource, provided that ERCOT shall include the All-Inclusive Generation Resource in the next quarterly stability assessment period that commences after identification of the material change or after the All-Inclusive Generation Resource meets the prerequisites specified in paragraph (4), as applicable.  
(6)
ERCOT shall post to the Market Information System (MIS) Secure Area a report summarizing the results of the quarterly stability assessment within ten Business Days of completion. 
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