Board Report

	PGRR Number
	063
	PGRR Title
	 Transmission Interconnection Study

	Date of Decision
	October 9, 2018

	Action
	Approved

	Timeline 
	Normal

	Effective Date
	Upon system implementation

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	Not Applicable

	Planning Guide Sections Requiring Revision 
	3.1.9, Transmission Interconnection Study (new)

	Related Documents Requiring Revision/Related Revision Requests
	None

	Revision Description
	This Planning Guide Revision Request (PGRR) outlines the process to evaluate the reliability impact of any transmission projects 100 kV or above that are expected to be in-service before the completion of the next Regional Transmission Plan and were not included in the current Regional Transmission Plan, a Regional Planning Group (RPG) project submission, or a Generation Interconnection or Change Request (GINR) study.  The intent of the added language is to satisfy Requirement R1 of the North America Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) Reliability Standard FAC-002-2, Facility Interconnection Studies.  By definition, these projects would include Tier 4 transmission projects that are connected at or above 100 kV.

	Reason for Revision
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  Addresses current operational issues.
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  Meets Strategic goals (tied to the ERCOT Strategic Plan or directed by the ERCOT Board).
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  Market efficiencies or enhancements
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  Administrative
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  Regulatory requirements
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  Other:  (explain)

(please select all that apply)

	Business Case
	As a NERC Planning Coordinator, ERCOT evaluates the reliability impact of any transmission interconnections through the RPG independent review process, the GINR process, and the Regional Transmission Plan.  These planning assessments sufficiently capture any new projects that have a lead time of two years or longer.  However, there may be certain Tier 4 projects that may have a short lead times (such as the ones built to serve end-use facilities).  Per the FAC-002-2 R1, ERCOT as a NERC Planning Coordinator is required to study the reliability impact of such interconnections.  This PGRR provides guidelines for such a study.

	ROS Decision
	On 5/3/18, ROS voted unanimously to table PGRR063 and refer the issue to the Planning Working Group (PLWG).  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

On 7/12/18, ROS voted unanimously to recommend approval of PGRR063 as revised by ROS.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

On 8/9/18, ROS voted unanimously to endorse and forward to TAC the 7/12/18 ROS Report and Impact Analysis for PGRR063.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of ROS Discussion
	On 5/3/18, there was no discussion.

On 7/12/18, participants discussed revisions proposed during PLWG discussion of PGRR063.

On 8/9/18, there was no discussion.

	TAC Decision
	On 9/26/18, TAC voted unanimously to recommend approval of PGRR063 as recommended by ROS in the 8/9/18 ROS Report.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of TAC Discussion
	On 9/26/18, there was no discussion.

	ERCOT Opinion
	ERCOT supports approval of PGRR063.  

	Board Decision
	On 10/9/18, the ERCOT Board approved PGRR063 as recommended by TAC in the 9/26/18 TAC Report.


	Sponsor

	Name
	Sandeep Borkar

	E-mail Address
	sborkar@ercot.com 

	Company
	ERCOT

	Phone Number
	512-248-6642

	Cell Number
	501-246-0147

	Market Segment
	N/A


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Brittney Albracht

	E-Mail Address
	Brittney.Albracht@ercot.com 

	Phone Number
	512-225-7027


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	None
	


	Market Rules Notes


None
	Proposed Guide Language Revision


3.1.9
Transmission Interconnection Study
(1)
ERCOT shall perform an annual transmission interconnection study to analyze the reliability impact of any transmission projects 100 kV or above that are expected to be in-service before the completion of the next Regional Transmission Plan and were not included in the current Regional Transmission Plan, an RPG project submission, or a Generation Interconnection or Change Request (GINR) study pursuant to Section 5, Generation Resource Interconnection or Change Request. 
(a)
ERCOT shall identify a list of transmission projects 100 kV or above that need to be included in the annual transmission interconnection study and shall send the list to the TSPs that own the projects.

(b)
Within 20 Business Days of receipt of the list, each TSP that owns an identified transmission project shall send to ERCOT a PSS/E or PowerWorld formatted incremental change file to model the project in the current Regional Transmission Plan study cases.

(c)
ERCOT shall post a study report detailing its findings on the MIS Secure Area within 20 Business Days of completion. 

(2)
After each Transmission Project Information Tracking (TPIT) update ERCOT shall identify a list of transmission projects 100 kV or above that are expected to be in-service before the completion of the next annual transmission interconnection study and were not included in the previous transmission interconnection study, Regional Transmission Plan, an RPG project submission, or a GINR study pursuant to Section 5.  ERCOT shall send the list to the TSPs that own the projects.

(a)
Within 20 Business Days of receipt of the list, each TSP that owns an identified transmission project shall send to ERCOT a study report detailing the reliability impact analysis it conducted for the project.  At a minimum the report shall identify the study base case(s), contingencies, and results.

(b)
ERCOT shall review the TSP reports and provide comments to the TSP within 20 Business Days of receipt.
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