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	Comments


Reliant, AEP Texas, CenterPoint and Oncor submit these comments on top of the 09/05/18 Sharyland comments to clarify the intent of the language introduced by this Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR).  As clarified through discussion at the September 21, 2018 Congestion Management Working Group (CMWG) meeting, the language being added in new Section 3.11.4.11, Customer or Resource Entity Funded Transmission Projects, is solely intended to provide ERCOT guidance on how to process such transmission projects for Regional Planning Group (RPG) Project Review.  Any reference to the specific costs that customers must pay for such discretionary projects is not in the purview of the Protocols and is subject to negotiation with the Transmission Service Provider (TSP).  The Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) ultimately has oversight over which costs ratepayers must fund through a subsequent rate case proceeding initiated by the TSP.
	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


3.11.4.11      Customer or Resource Entity Funded Transmission Projects
(1)       If an affected TSP elects to pursue a Customer or Resource Entity funded transmission project that would have been classified as a Tier 1, Tier 2, or Tier 3 project for RPG Project Review, the TSP(s) shall conduct a reliability impact assessment of the proposed transmission project and shall submit a report summarizing the results of the reliability impact assessment for RPG Project Review.  Such projects shall be processed as a Tier 3 and shall be reclassified as a Tier 4, neutral project upon ERCOT’s determination that any concerns, questions or objections raised during the comment process have been resolved satisfactorily. 
(2)
Customer or Resource Entity funded Tier 4 projects do not need to go through this review process.
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