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	Comments


ERCOT has forecast the estimated unreported DG to be over 200 Megawatts of capacity that would be reported under the proposed protocol revision to expand DG reporting within NOIE areas.  With a 2018 peak demand of 73,308 MW and an estimated 25% of ERCOT load being served by Municipal and Electric Cooperatives (NOIEs), the 18,327 MW of NOIE peak demand includes 200 MW of unreported DG according to ERCOT estimates.  This translates to 1 MW of unreported DER per 91 MW of peak demand.  For convenience, it is reasonable to assume an initial average of 1 MW of unreported DG per 100 MW of peak NOIE load or about 1%, which is within the range of daily load forecast errors.  Some areas may have more than 1% DG penetration and some will have less than 1%.

Since the goal is to measure an unknown, it is more reasonable to use an easily measured value, which, in this case, would be the NOIE’s annual summer peak demand, to determine the reporting threshold.

As this is a significant change to existing reporting and the unreported DG is based on estimates, GSEC proposes a declining threshold trigger, starting at 700 MW of summer peak demand (which represents just over 6 MW of DG) and stepping down to 300 MW (which represents just over 3 MW today, but, when accounting for growth, could reasonably reflect 5 MW in 2020 when the threshold becomes effective).

For this combination of factors, Golden Spread proposes that a NOIE with less than 5 MW of total estimated DG continue to report only those DGs that exceed 50 kW of installed name plate capacity until the NOIE has an estimated combined installed DG of 5 MW or greater, based on the annual peak demand methodology described here or if the NOIE has awareness of combined DG in excess of 5 MW within their service territory.

As described above, Golden Spread proposes a multi-year declining threshold to manage increased DG installations over time, beginning with 700 MW for summer 2018 peak loads, 500 MW for summer 2019 peak loads and 300 MW for summer 2020 peak loads to reflect increased penetration of DG over the next few years. 

Golden Spread proposes that a NOIE is assumed to have 5 MW of DG capacity when the annual peak demand of that NOIE exceeds 700 MW in 2018, 500 MW in 2019 and 300 in 2020.

Additionally, a compliance transition timeline is introduced in a new section (c) within the NPRR.

With these changes, Golden Spread believes ERCOT’s reporting goals will be substantially achieved without being overly burdensome on NOIEs that don’t have significant DG within their service territories and may have significantly less than 1% DG penetration.

	Revised Cover Page Language


None
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3.2.5.1
Unregistered Distributed Generation Reporting Requirements for Non Opt-In Entities

(1)
This Section describes the data that shall be submitted to ERCOT for the unregistered Distributed Generation (DG) behind Non-Opt-In Entity (NOIE) boundary metering points.

(2)
Within ten Business Days after the end of each quarter, the NOIE shall submit to ERCOT electronically, the required data described below as of the last day of the prior quarter by submitting the designated form provided on the ERCOT website.  The report shall include the  NOIE’s total aggregate unregistered DG MW capacity, and account for systems used to support self-serve load, exports to the Distribution System, or both.  For NOIEs with an annual peak demand less than the levels defined below, capacity shall be reported for DG facilities above 50 kW.  NOIEs with annual peak demands according to the following schedule shall initiate reporting of total aggregated unregistered DG from facilities below 50 kW:
a) 
Annual summer peak load of 700 MW in the summer of 2018;
b) 
Annual summer peak load of 500 MW in the summer of 2019;

c) 
Annual summer peak load of 300 MW in the summer of 2020; or
d) 
If a NOIE has other information which reflects that total DG within their service territory exceeds 5 MW, the NOIE shall report their unregistered DG below 50 kW regardless of their annual summer peak load.

e) 
NOIEs may voluntarily report their unregistered DG to ERCOT if they so desire.
All reporting shall be by Load Zone and by primary fuel type as follows:

(a)
Solar; 

(b)
Wind; 

(c) 
Other renewable; and

(d) 
Other non-renewable.
(3)
A NOIE which exceeds the schedule for reporting DG below 50 kW for the first time shall have until the first quarterly reporting cycle of the next calendar year to file its first report under the new reporting requirement.  Once a NOIE is required to report DG capacity below 50 kW, it shall continue to report capacity below 50 kW even if annual peak demand is below the threshold peak demand in MW some years.

(4)
Capacity reporting  is only required to include the capacity known to the NOIE at the time that its quarterly report is being prepared, and shall not require the NOIE to conduct new survey activities for their service territory to identify unknown unregistered DG installations.  NOIEs for which DG data is not readily available may request a reporting exemption for one calendar year from ERCOT and ERCOT may grant such request if it deems the exemption appropriate.
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