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VOLTAGE PROFILE WORKING GROUP 
The VOLTAGE PROFILE WORKING GROUP (VPWG) is a working group reporting to the Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS).  
Background
ERCOT Nodal Protocols, Section 3.15 (1) dictates that ERCOT in coordination with the TSPs shall establish, update as necessary and post on the MIS Secure Area the ERCOT System Voltage Profiles for all Electrical Buses used for Voltage Support in the ERCOT System. 
ERCOT staff in coordination with the TSPs has been establishing the ERCOT System Voltage Profiles at the Point of Interconnection of Generation Resources biannually. These voltage profiles calculated twice a year are posted on the MIS Secure Area by June 1st for Summer and Fall voltage profiles and by December 1st for Winter and Spring voltage profiles. 
During the recent Voltage Workshop (April 7-8, 2015) a need for greater transparency and formalization of the process was voiced and it was decided that it could be best facilitated by the formation of a Voltage Profile Working Group. Once formed, the group will facilitate a greater participation of the resource entities in the voltage profile study process.
Purpose & Scope

 

The purpose of the VPWG is to formalize a framework of requirements and criteria associated with the coordination necessary to produce Voltage Profiles for the ERCOT System. This coordination may include appropriate Protocol and Guide changes necessary to support development and implementation of the Voltage Profiles.   The VPWG’s scope of work should include consideration of the following issues:

· Improving the Voltage Profile Study process

· Develop and update the VPWG procedural manual to reflect current practices

· Establishing the system voltage profiles and tolerance for Generator Buses and Generator point of interconnections used for voltage support in the ERCOT system 
· Establishing a preferred voltage profiles and tolerance at the point of interconnections of future generating units for the Summer and Fall voltage profiles and the Winter and Spring voltage profiles.
· 
· Establishing the basis of the need for constraint management plans to mitigate post contingency voltage violations

· 
· Provide feedback for issues identified in the Voltage Profile Study process

· Recommend Protocol and Guide changes to clarify definitions, provide guidelines, address conflicts with NERC Reliability Standards, and modify rules to account for emerging reliability needs as necessary relative to the ERCOT system Voltage Profiles
· Hold bi-annual open meetings to include QSEs and REs to consider ways to improve the profiles and process before the Voltage Profiles are published.

· Support technical workshops and training efforts related to the obligations of entities in the development and implementation of the Voltage Profiles
The VPWG should prepare a report of its findings and recommended Protocol and Guide changes for ROS.    The VPWG should report its progress to ROS as required.

Membership
VPWG membership consists of representatives from Transmission and/or Distribution Service Providers (TDSPs) (that have generation interconnected to their system), and ERCOT.  Meetings of the VPWG shall be open to ERCOT, and ERCOT Transmission Operators (TOs). 
Chair and Vice-Chair
The Chair and Vice-Chair positions shall be nominated by the VPWG for approval by ROS to a term not to exceed 12 months, on a one year, rolling basis.  The Vice-Chair shall act as Chair in the absence of the Chair.

Meetings
The VPWG shall meet as often as necessary to perform their duties and functions.
All VPWG meetings shall be called by the Chair and/or Vice-Chair and all such meeting notices shall be sent and posted to the ERCOT website at least one week prior to the meeting.

The Chair shall preside at all meetings and is responsible for preparation of agendas for such meetings which will be posted to the ERCOT website in advance of the meeting.  In the absence of the Chair and the Vice-Chair, the group shall select another VPWG member to preside at the meeting.  The Chair, or the presiding member, shall be guided by input from the membership in the conduct of the meetings.  
Notes of VPWG meetings shall be recorded and distributed, along with other communications to all members of the VPWG.  Additionally, such information will be posted on the ERCOT website as authorized by the VPWG and author of document.
