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	Comments


This proposed Planning Guide revision arose from market participant discussions during the pendency of NPRR837, Regional Planning Group (RPG) Process Reform.  At that time, some parties expressed concerns that there is not sufficient visibility into transmission service provider expenditures on the ERCOT system.  However, there are currently multiple mechanisms by which expenditures are estimated, tracked, and ultimately accounted for.

The mechanisms that currently exist, through which transmission costs are collected and reported, are:

· Regional Planning Group Project Submittal (RPG Submittal) – Individual projects, for which costs are expected to equal or exceed $25 million, are specifically described and submitted through the ERCOT RPG process.  Any interested person may review and comment on the projects, their costs, and their tier classification.


· Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) Monthly Construction Progress Report (MCPR) – This PUCT report provides public information about transmission line project scopes, costs, and estimated in-service dates.  The projects in the MCPR include, but are not limited, to:  (1) those that require a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity (CCN), (2) modifications or extensions of an existing transmission line to provide service to a substation or metering point, (3) the rebuild, replacement or respacing of transmission line structures, (4) voltage upgrades, (5) reconductor projects, (6) installation of additional transmission line circuits, (7) relocations of all or parts of existing transmission facilities, and (8) repair or reconstruction of transmission facilities due to emergencies.  Initial estimated, final estimated, and final actual project costs are reported by Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) and are required to be updated monthly.  Projects will remain on the MCPR until all final actual costs are incurred and reported. 

· Transmission Project Information Tracking (TPIT) - The original purpose of the TPIT report was to provide the status of transmission level projects (60kV and above) that have a material impact to the flow of power in the ERCOT system. TPIT contains a list of the projects that have been entered by TSPs into the Steady State Working Group (SSWG) case build or case update process, and it was created to provide more transparency to non-TSP ERCOT stakeholders about the projects included in TSP near-term plans.  TPIT contains a variety of line projects, substation projects, and individual equipment components such as transformers and breakers.   By agreement, estimated project costs are included in a version of TPIT that is available to ERCOT and TSPs only.  There is no current Planning Guide requirement for TSPs to provide cost estimates for projects in TPIT.  Project costs entered in TPIT are high-level estimates that are not rigorously updated or reconciled with actual construction costs.  

· Transmission Cost of Service (TCOS) Filings – TCOS filings, both interim and full, are PUC rate proceedings, in which interested parties may intervene, obtain discovery, and take positions.  To be eligible for inclusion in a TCOS filing the project must meet the used and useful principle.

During the revision process for NPRR837, some market participants expressed general concern about the quantity and cost of transmission projects.  Oncor affirms that all ERCOT transmission expenditures are only recoverable pursuant to a PUC order after review in a rate proceeding.  It is therefore unclear why detailed project costs in TPIT should be available to any competitive market participant.  Oncor is unaware of any Independent System Operator (ISO) that provides this degree of ongoing project transparency.  Further, Oncor does not believe this transparency is needed for any ERCOT market process subsequent to the RPG project approval.  Finally, the transparency may have the unintended consequence of providing vendor price discovery to the detriment of TSP procurement.

For the foregoing reasons, Oncor recommends the language changes below to PGRR065.  Oncor supports the intent of PGRR065 to clarify existing TPIT report processes, and also agrees with the addition of paragraph (1)(g) to Section 6.4.5, Content of the Transmission Project Information and Tracking Report, in the 7/18/18 Reliant Energy Retail Services comments, which proposes an ERCOT-provided summary of transmission costs be included in the TPIT report.
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None
	Revised Proposed Guide Language Revision


6.4.1
Transmission Project Information and Tracking Report

(1)
The ERCOT Transmission Project and Information Tracking (TPIT) report contains the status of the transmission projects (60 kV and above) that have a material impact to the flow of power in the ERCOT System as of the most recent Steady State Working Group (SSWG) case build or SSWG case update.  




(2)
The transmission projects listed in the TPIT report are typically projects that are planned for completion by a Transmission Service Provider (TSP) within the near-term planning horizon. Projects not listed in the TPIT report include but are not limited to:

(a)
Any project that requires Regional Planning Group (RPG) review and has not completed the review process;

(b)
Any project with a projected in-service date beyond the last year for which an ERCOT SSWG case is posted; or

(c)
Any project that consists of only a Remedial Action Scheme (RAS) or an Automatic Mitigation Plan (AMP) (which is not typically modeled); 

6.4.2
ERCOT Responsibilities

(1)
ERCOT shall prepare the TPIT report using data supplied by each TSP, or its Designated Agent.  
(2)
ERCOT shall update the TPIT report with updated information provided through the SSWG case build and SSWG case update process. 
(3)
ERCOT shall publish the TPIT report on the ERCOT website coincident with posting the most recent SSWG case build or SSWG case update on the Market Information System (MIS) Secure Area.
6.4.3
TSP Responsibilities

(1)
The TSP responsible for submitting model data used in the SSWG case build or SSWG case update shall provide information for its transmission projects to ERCOT. 

(2)
The data provided by the TSP for inclusion in the TPIT report shall include the following information in addition to the model data required by the SSWG Procedure Manual:
(a)
Project title;
(b)
Project description;

   
(c)
Project status – The project status categories available for use shall be “Conceptual”, “Planned”, or “Under Construction”; 
(d)
Status indicates that the project is or is not in the published SSWG case;
(e)
Project ID – When one large project is listed in the database as a series of smaller projects, the TSP shall assign a Project ID in a manner that allows the smaller projects to be identified as part of the larger project;
(f)
ERCOT Regional Transmission Plan project number – The TSP shall identify the ERCOT Regional Transmission Plan project number associated with the Project ID for a particular project or series of projects;
(g)
Projected In-Service Date – The anticipated project completion and energization date; and
(h)
Actual In-Service Date – The recorded project completion and energization date.
6.4.5 
Content of the Transmission Project Information and Tracking Report
(1)
The TPIT report shall contain: 

(a)
A section that describes each data field and the Entity responsible for providing the data within each field;
(b) 
A section for future projects;

(c)
A section for completed project;

(d)
A section for cancelled projects;

(e)
A section for Projects approved in the ERCOT Regional Transmission Plan; 
(f)
A section containing Transmission Owner project contact information; and
(g)
 A section summarizing cost information.
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