Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request


	NOGRR Number
	176
	NOGRR Title
	Hotline Call Participation

	Date Posted
	January 17, 2018

	
	

	Requested Resolution 
	Normal

	Nodal Operating Guide Sections Requiring Revision 
	2.2.9.1, Time Error
4.2.1,
Operating Condition Notice
4.2.2,
Advisory
4.2.3,
Watch
4.2.4,
Emergency Notice

	Related Documents Requiring Revision/Related Revision Requests
	None

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) clarifies which Entities participate in hotline calls.

	Reason for Revision
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  Addresses current operational issues.
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  Meets Strategic goals (tied to the ERCOT Strategic Plan or directed by the ERCOT Board).
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  Market efficiencies or enhancements
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  Administrative
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  Regulatory requirements
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  Other:  (explain)

(please select all that apply)

	Business Case
	This NOGRR provides clarification and transparency for an existing process.


	Sponsor

	Name
	Isabel Flores

	E-mail Address
	iflores@ercot.com 

	Company
	ERCOT

	Phone Number
	512-248-6531

	Cell Number
	

	Market Segment
	Not Applicable


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Brittney Albracht

	E-Mail Address
	Brittney.Albracht@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512-225-7027


	Proposed Guide Language Revision


2.2.9.1
Time Error

(1)
Sustained frequency deviations from scheduled frequency result in Time Error.  Time Error will be monitored and controlled in ERCOT as follows:

(a)
Time Error Monitoring - ERCOT will monitor accumulated Time Error and initiate time corrections.  The instantaneous Time Error is available to all QSEs on the MIS Public Area. 

(b)
Time Error Correction - ERCOT may conduct Time Error correction at any time.  However, ERCOT must promptly initiate Time Error correction if the Time Error exceeds +/- 30 seconds, unless operational circumstances require otherwise.  ERCOT will initiate and terminate Time Error correction via hotline call to QSEs representing Resources.  The call initiating Time Error correction will include the frequency offset (- 0.02 Hz for fast and + 0.02 Hz for slow) and the start time.  The Time Error correction may end when:

(i)
The Time Error is within +/- 0.5 seconds of the target reference; 
(ii)
System events mandate termination; 
(iii)
The period of correction reaches five hours; or 
(iv)
After any hour without at least a 0.5 second error reduction.
4.2.1
Operating Condition Notice

(1)
An Operating Condition Notice (OCN) shall be issued by ERCOT in accordance with Protocol Section 6.5.9.3.1, Operating Condition Notice.  OCNs are for communication purposes only.  

(2)
ERCOT may require information from Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSEs) and Transmission Operators (TOs).  Typical information requested may include, but is not limited to:

(a)
Resource fuel capabilities;

(b)
Resource condition details; and

(c)
Actual weather conditions.

(3)
ERCOT will provide verbal notice of an OCN to all TOs and QSEs representing Resources and post the message electronically to the Market Information System (MIS) Public Area.  When an OCN is issued, it does not place ERCOT in an Emergency Condition.  QSEs should notify appropriate Resources, Retail Electric Providers (REPs) and Load Serving Entities (LSEs).  TOs should notify their represented Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) as appropriate.

4.2.2
Advisory

(1)
An Advisory will be issued by ERCOT in accordance with Protocol Section 6.5.9.3.2, Advisory, when it recognizes that conditions are developing or have changed such that QSE and/or TO actions may be prudent in response to impending Emergency Conditions. 

(2)
ERCOT may require information from QSEs and TOs.  Typical information requested may include, but is not limited to: 

(a)
Resource fuel capabilities;

(b)
Resource condition details; and

(c)
Actual weather conditions.

(3)
When an Advisory is issued for Physical Responsive Capability (PRC) below 3,000 MW and ERCOT expects system conditions to deteriorate to the extent that an Energy Emergency Alert (EEA) Level 2 or 3 may be experienced, ERCOT shall evaluate constraints active in Security-Constrained Economic Dispatch (SCED) and determine which constraints have the potential to limit generation output.  

(a)
Upon identification of such constraints, ERCOT shall coordinate with the TSPs that own or operate the overloaded Transmission Facilities associated with those constraints, as well as the Resource Entities whose generation output may be limited, to determine whether:

(i) 
A 15-Minute Rating is available that allows for additional transmission capacity for use in congestion management, if an EEA Level 2 or 3 is declared, and post-contingency actions can be taken within 15 minutes to return the flow to within the Emergency Rating.  Such actions may include, but are not limited to, reducing the generation that increased output as a result of enforcing the 15-Minute Rating rather than the Emergency Rating; 

(ii)
Post-contingency loading of the Transmission Facilities is expected to be at or below Normal Rating within two hours; or
(iii)
Additional transmission capacity could allow for additional output from a limited Generation Resource by taking one of the following actions:

(A) Restoring Transmission Elements that are out of service:

(B) Reconfiguring the transmission system; or

(C) Making adjustments to phase angle regulator tap positions.

If ERCOT determines that one of the above-mentioned actions allows for additional output from a limited Generation Resource, ERCOT may instruct the TSPs to take the action(s) during the Advisory to allow for additional output from the limited Generation Resource. 
(b) 
ERCOT shall also coordinate with TSPs who own and operate the Transmission Facilities associated with the double-circuit contingencies for the constraints identified above to determine whether the double-circuit failures are at a high risk of occurring due to system conditions, which may include: severe weather conditions forecasted by ERCOT in the vicinity of the double-circuit, weather conditions that indicate a high risk of insulator flashover on the double-circuit, repeated Forced Outages of the individual circuits that are part of the double-circuit in the preceding 48 hours, or fire in progress in the right of way of the double-circuit. 

(c)
The actions detailed in this Section shall be supplemental to the development and maintenance of Constraint Management Plans (CMPs) as otherwise directed by the Protocols or Operating Guides.
(4)
ERCOT shall provide verbal notice of an Advisory to all TOs and QSEs representing Resources and shall post the message electronically to the MIS Public Area.  When an Advisory is issued, it does not place ERCOT in an Emergency Condition.  QSEs shall notify appropriate Resources, REPs and LSEs of Advisories.  TOs should notify their represented TSPs as appropriate of Advisories.

4.2.3
Watch

(1)
A Watch may be issued by ERCOT in accordance with Protocol Section 6.5.9.3.3, Watch, when it recognizes that conditions have developed such that an Emergency Condition exists or is imminent.

(2)
ERCOT may require information from QSEs and TOs.  Typical information requested may include, but is not limited to:

(a)
Resource fuel capabilities;

(b)
Resource condition details; and

(c)
Actual weather conditions.

(3)
When a post-contingency overload of an element cannot be rectified, including through the use of CMPs, ERCOT shall issue a Watch.

(4)
ERCOT shall provide verbal notice of the Watch to all TOs and QSEs representing Resources and shall post the message electronically to the MIS Public Area.  QSEs shall notify appropriate Resources, REPs and LSEs.  TOs shall notify their represented TSPs.  

4.2.4
Emergency Notice

(1)
An Emergency Notice will be issued by ERCOT in accordance with Protocol Section 6.5.9.3.4, Emergency Notice, when ERCOT is operating in an Emergency Condition.  This includes when ERCOT is considered to be in an insecure state when ERCOT Transmission Grid status is such that a Credible Single Contingency event presents the threat of uncontrolled separation of cascading Outages and/or large-scale service disruption to Load (other than Load being served from a single-feed transmission service) and/or overload of a Transmission Facility, and no timely solution is obtainable from the market.

(2)
ERCOT shall provide verbal notice of an Emergency Notice to all TOs and QSEs representing Resources and shall post the message electronically to the MIS Public Area.

(3)
When an Emergency Notice is issued, ERCOT is operating in an Emergency Condition.  QSEs shall notify appropriate resources, REPs and LSEs.  TOs shall notify their represented TSPs and LSEs.  
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