Nodal Protocol Revision Request


	NPRR Number
	851
	NPRR Title
	Procedure for Managing Disconnections for Bidirectional Electrical Connections at Transmission Level Voltages

	Date Posted
	October 25, 2017

	
	

	Requested Resolution 
	Normal

	Nodal Protocol Sections Requiring Revision 
	2.1, Definitions

3.1.5.1, ERCOT Evaluation of Planned Outage and Maintenance Outage of Transmission Facilities


	Related Documents Requiring Revision/Related Revision Requests
	None

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) was developed to fully implement the market design envisioned in NPRR 596, External Load Serving Entities.  This NPRR establishes a clearly defined disconnection process within ERCOT market rules applicable to a transmission voltage connection to the ERCOT grid which utilizes one electrical connection for both generation and load services.

	Reason for Revision
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  Addresses current operational issues.
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  Meets Strategic goals (tied to the ERCOT Strategic Plan or directed by the ERCOT Board).
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  Market efficiencies or enhancements
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  Administrative
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  Regulatory requirements
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  Other:  (explain)

(please select all that apply)

	Business Case
	This NPRR protects Non Opt-In Entity (NOIEs) from the risk of being unable to cease serving a non-paying, transmission-level Load. 


	Sponsor

	Name
	Thomas Burke

	E-mail Address
	tburke@gsec.coop

	Company
	Golden Spread Electric Coop, Inc. (GSEC)

	Phone Number
	806 349 5227

	Cell Number
	806 341 6892

	Market Segment
	Electric Cooperative


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Lindsay Butterfield

	E-Mail Address
	Lindsay.Butterfield@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512-248-6521


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


1.1 DEFINITIONS
ERCOT Retail Electric Utility (EREU) 
An entity which provides electricity to Customers on the ERCOT System.  Municipalities, Electric Cooperatives, and External Load Serving Entities (ELSE) are Retail Electric Utilities.

3.1.5.1
ERCOT Evaluation of Planned Outage and Maintenance Outage of Transmission Facilities

(1)
A TSP or Resource Entity shall request a Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage when any Transmission Facility that is part of the ERCOT Transmission Grid and defined in the Network Operations Model will be removed from its normal service.  For Resource Entities within a Private Use Network, this only includes Transmission Facilities at the Point of Interconnection (POI).  For TSP requests, the TSPs shall enter such requests in the Outage Scheduler.  For Resource Entity requests, the Resource Entity shall enter such requests in the Outage Scheduler.  Planned Outages, Maintenance Outages, or Rescheduled Outages for Electrical Buses will be treated as consequentially outaged Transmission Elements.  In those cases where a TSP enters the breaker and switch statuses associated with an Electrical Bus, a downstream topology processor will evaluate the breakers and switches associated with the applicable Electrical Bus to determine if the Electrical Bus is consequentially outaged, and to thereby designate the status of the Electrical Bus.  Proposed Transmission Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage information submitted by a TSP or Resource Entity in accordance with this Section constitutes a request for ERCOT’s approval of the Outage Schedule associated with the Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage.  ERCOT is not deemed to have approved the Outage Schedule associated with the Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage until ERCOT notifies the TSP or Resource Entity of its approval under procedures adopted by ERCOT.  ERCOT shall evaluate requests under Section 3.1.5.11, Evaluation of Transmission Facilities Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage Requests.

(2)
ERCOT shall review and approve Planned Outages and Maintenance Outages of Transmission Facilities schedules.  ERCOT shall transmit its approvals and rejections to TSPs via the ERCOT Outage Scheduler.  Once approved, ERCOT may not withdraw its approval except under the conditions described in Section 3.1.5.7, Withdrawal of Approval of Approved Planned Outages, Maintenance Outages, and Rescheduled Outages of Transmission Facilities.

(3)
Private Use Network Outage requests submitted pursuant to this Section shall not be publicly posted.
(4)
Upon receiving a request from an ERCOT Retail Electric Utility (EREU) to connect or disconnect a Customer where that Customer is co-located with a Resource and the disconnection of the Customer will also cause the disconnection of the Resource, the Transmission and/or Distribution Service Providers (TDSP) shall enter a request in the Outage Scheduler for an Outage of any facilities interconnecting that Customer to the ERCOT System.  Any Outage requested or taken pursuant to this Section shall be treated as a Planned Outage for all purposes under these Protocols.  For any Outage request, the requesting TDSP shall enter an Outage end date that is seven days from the date of the requested start date.  If the TDSP has not received a reconnect request from the EREU, the TDSP shall enter an additional Planned Outage request in the Outage Scheduler pursuant to this paragraph.
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