ERCOT VOLTAGE PROFILE WORKING GROUP (VPWG)

November 2, 2017 Report to ROS

1. Recent Meetings: August 8, September 12 and October 10, 2017
· VPWG/QSE/RE Open Topics and Feedback:  Generation groups were invited to provide feedback at a joint meeting for the kickoff of the Voltage Profile Study. QSE representative Randy Jones said QSEs were making progress to set up the NPRR776 TO-QSE-RE voltage data interfaces, and didn’t have any other issues for VPWG. 
· Update to ICCP Set Points:  ERCOT discussed the progress on NPRR776 implementation items. They target TO and Generator ICCP work completion by December 2017 and the majority of Voltage Set Point work in place by Q1 2018. 

· Reactive Coordination Tool (RPC):  ERCOT is developing a new tool that assesses voltage stability across multiple future hours using real time inputs. TOs then use these schedules to coordinate ERCOT reactive sources for best system use and to maintain local reactive reserves. The tool optimizes use of the reactive sources, including cost curve input so, for example capacitors that are cheaper to operate are used before generators. ERCOT targets the following milestone completions: 
· ERCOT already chose vendor who is working towards an initial version of the program
· Prototype RPC tool ready by Q1 2018

· Integrating the prototype into production systems Q4 2018 to Q2 2019 

· Testing or pilot results for 3 to 6 months after that to stabilize and build confidence in the reactive dispatch

· 2018 Winter-Spring Voltage Profile Study:  VPWG Group is working on the upcoming Voltage Profile study (to be posted Dec 1).

· Minimum Load Test Case Results:  Group made an extensive effort to collect PI data and tune specific system conditions to improve case methodology. ERCOT concluded that it’s not worth this level of effort since only 11% of generators actually changed set points. Group will just continue using the modelled SSWG case. 

2. Future Planned Meeting
· Next VPWG will be held on November 14, 2017.
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