	APPROVED
Minutes of the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Meeting

ERCOT Austin – 7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744

Thursday, September 29, 2016 – 9:30 a.m.

Attendance

Members:

Adair, Marshall

Residential Consumer

Basaran, Harika

Austin Energy

Alt. Rep. for B. English

Blakey, Eric

Just Energy

Boyd, Phillip

City of Lewisville

Brandt, Adrianne

CPS Energy

Brewster, Chris

City of Eastland

Brown, Jack

Garland Power and Light

Alt. Rep. for D. Bailey

Coleman, Diana

OPUC

Cunningham, Lance

Denton Municipal Electric

Emesih, Valentine

CenterPoint Energy

Flowers, BJ

Sharyland Utilities

Frazier, Amanda

Luminant

Goff, Eric

Citigroup Energy

Greer, Clayton

Morgan Stanley

Gross, Blake

AEPSC

Alt. Rep. for R. Ross

Helton, Bob

GDF Suez

Lange, Clif

STEC

Meehan, Colin

First Solar

Messer, Tayaun

Rayburn Country

Morris, Sandy

Direct Energy

Pridgeon, Marcus

CMC Steel Texas

Sandidge, Clint

Noble Americas Energy Solutions

Smith, Bill

Air Liquide

Thurnher, Greg

Shell Energy

The following proxies were assigned:

· Thresa Allen to Colin Meehan
· Bill Barnes to Clint Sandidge

· David Hastings to Clayton Greer

· Kyle Minnix to Tayaun Messer

· Randa Stephenson to Tayaun Messer

Guests:

Abbott, Kristin

PUCT

Via Teleconference

Alford, Anthony
CenterPoint Energy
Via Teleconference
Anson, Tom

SPPG
Via Teleconference
Bell, Wendell
TPPA
Bern, Alan

Oncor

Bryant, Mark

PUCT

Via Teleconference

Cantwell, Teresa

LCRA

Via Teleconference

Carpenter, Jeremey
Tenaska Power Services
Checkley, Jim

CTT

Coleman, Katie
TIEC
Cook, Tim

Cross Texas Transmission

Via Teleconference

Cripe, Ramsey

Schneider Engineering

Daigle, Stephanie
Celanese
Via Teleconference
Denney, Kristi
IMM
Donald, Andrew
Power Costs
Via Teleconference
Donohoo, Ken

Oncor

Downey, Marty
Viridity Energy
Elliott, Christopher

BA/ML

Via Teleconference
Eng, Stanley

Power Costs

Via Teleconference

Graham, Greg
Texas Reliability Entity
Via Teleconference
Gross, Blake

AEPSC

Hauk, Christine
Garland Power and Light
Via Teleconference
Henson, Martha

Oncor

Jacobs, Kaci

TXU Energy

Via Teleconference
Jones, Liz
Oncor
Jones, Randy

Calpine

Juricek, Michael

Oncor

Via Teleconference

Kee, David

CPS Energy

Kershaw, Ray

ITC Transco

Via Teleconference

Kleckner, Tom

RTO Insider

Kremling, Barry

GVEC

Kroskey, Tony
Brazos
Via Teleconference
Lee, Jim

AEP

Via Teleconference
Martin, Collin

Oncor

McCamant, Frank
McCamant Consulting
Via Teleconference

McKeever, Debbie

Oncor

Via Teleconference
Moore, Sheri
CenterPoint Energy
Via Teleconference

Nease, Nelson

API

Ordonez, Camilo
Luminant
Via Teleconference
Owens, Frank

Cross Texas Transmission

Peters, Patrick

CenterPoint Energy

Pushkar, Chhajed
Luminant 
Via Teleconference
Reedy, Steve

IMM

Rehfeldt, Diana

TNMP

Via Teleconference

Reid, Walter

Wind Coalition

Via Teleconference
Robertson, Jennifer

LCRA

Roth, Werner
PUCT
Via Teleconference
Scott, Kathy

CenterPoint Energy

Marka Shaw
Exelon
Siddiqi, Shams
Crescent Power
Smith, Mark

Steel Mills

Smith, Scott
PUCT
Via Teleconference
Spankuch, Andrew
SPG Energy
Via Teleconference
Teng, Shuye

Austin Energy

Via Teleconference

Tijerina, Jonathan

CPS Energy

Trenary, Michelle

Tenaska Power Services

White, Lauri

AEP Texas

Via Teleconference
Wittmeyer, Bob

DME

Woitt, Wesley
CenterPoint Energy
Via Teleconference
Zake, Diana

Lone Star Transmission

Zimmerman, Mark

Air Products

Via Teleconference

ERCOT Staff:

Albracht, Brittney

Bezzam, Joseph

Via Teleconference

Billo, Jeff

Via Teleconference
Bivens, Carrie

Via Teleconference
Bivens, Danny
Boren, Ann

Boswell, Bill

Via Teleconference

Butterfield, Lindsay

Via Teleconference

Clifton, Suzy
Via Teleconference

Day, Betty

Via Teleconference
Guo, Jack
Via Teleconference
Hanson, Kevin

Via Teleconference

Holt, Blake

Via Teleconference

Huang, Fred
Via Teleconference
Landry, Kelly

Via Teleconference

Lowrie, Gene

Mele, Cheryl
Mereness, Matt
Via Teleconference
Pabbisetty, Suresh

Via Teleconference

Phillips, Cory
Ruane, Mark

Warnken, Pete

Via Teleconference

Xiao, Hong
Via Teleconference
Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.

2016 TAC Chair Adrianne Brandt called the September 25, 2016 TAC meeting to order at 9:30a.m. 

Antitrust Admonition

Ms. Brandt directed attention to the displayed Antitrust Admonition.
Approval of TAC Meeting Minutes (see Key Documents)

August 25, 2016

Greg Thurnher moved to approve the August 25, 2016 TAC meeting minutes as revised by TAC.  Amanda Frazier seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
TAC/ TAC Subcommittee Structural and Procedural Review (see Key Documents)
Ms. Brandt presented items discussed August 25, 2016 at the annual TAC/TAC Subcommittee Structural and Procedural Review.  
Alignment of TAC Goals and Approved Revision Requests

Ms. Brandt welcomed stakeholder input in preparation for presentation of the alignment to the ERCOT Board, and requested ERCOT Market Rules consider how alignment of revision requests to the TAC Goals might be regularly communicated.

Proposed Revision Request Process Changes

Origination of Revision Requests at Voting Bodies

Market Participants discussed the difficulties of expecting non-voting bodies to reach consensus in considering revision requests, and how processes for Guides might be standardized to have revisions always in the purview of a voting body.  Market Participants also discussed that working groups would still need to review revisions.
Treatment of NPRRs and Associated Guide Revision Requests

Market Participants discussed that Guide revisions associated with NPRRs should require ERCOT Board approval.  Market Participants noted that in a number of instances, the substantive language is contained in the Guide revision, while the ERCOT Board considers only the related NPRR.  Market Participants also noted that sending all related revision requests to the ERCOT Board will eliminate the approval timing discrepancies for related items.

Incorporation of Other Binding Documents into Protocols/Guides

Market Participants debated whether incorporating Other Binding Documents into the Protocols and Guides would improve transparency or processes.  Some Market Participants expressed concern for increased paperwork for administrative functions they are comfortable delegating to ERCOT.  Other Market Participants suggested that the Administrative Revision Request process may be sufficient to address changes to certain types of Other Binding Documents, should they be moved to the Protocols or Guides.  Ms. Brandt requested that PRS take up discussion of the issue.

Working Group/Task Force Review

Market Participants reviewed the list of current working groups and task forces.  Ann Boren noted that five groups would be moved to the Inactive page; there were no objections.

Protocol Revision Subcommittee Report (see Key Documents)
Ms. Frazier presented revision requests for TAC consideration.
NPRR769, Alignment with VCMRR013, Clarifications to Verifiable Cost Appeals Process

NPRR775, Enhanced Implementation of Limits for Fast Responding Regulation Service

NPRR789, Publish All Mid-Term Load Forecast Results

Clint Sandidge moved to recommend approval of NPRR769, NPRR775, and NPRR789 as recommended by PRS in the respective 9/15/16 PRS Reports.  Mr. Thurnher seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NPRR755, Data Agent-Only QSE Registration 

BJ Flowers moved to recommend approval of NPRR755 as recommended by PRS in the 9/15/16 PRS Report.  Marcus Pridgeon seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NPRR788, RMR Study Modifications – URGENT

Beth Garza discussed the 9/23/16 IMM comments to NPRR788, noting the intent to return to ERCOT’s original language regarding ERCOT’s discretion to deviate from performance deficiency criteria in order to maintain transmission system reliability.  Valentine Emesih expressed concern for loading Transmission Facilities above 100 percent of their Emergency Rating.  Market Participants discussed the Value of Lost Load (VOLL); measures to avoid the interruption of Load; and the applicability of North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) Reliability Standards related to transmission planning studies to ERCOT Reliability Must-Run (RMR) studies.
Mr. Thurnher moved to recommend approval of NPRR788 as recommended by PRS in the 9/15/16 PRS Report as amended by the 9/23/16 IMM comments, with a recommended effective date of October 12, 2016.  Clayton Greer seconded the motion.

Mr. Emesih moved to amend the motion to stipulate that the limit in paragraph (3)(c)(iii) of Section 3.14.1.2 be modified from 110 percent to 100 percent.  Ms. Flowers seconded the motion.  The motion to amend failed with 25 objections from the Consumer (6) (City of Lewisville, City of Eastland, CMC Steel Texas, Air Liquide, OPUC, Residential), Cooperative (4) (STEC, Rayburn, Brazos, LCRA), Independent Generator (3) (AvanGrid Renewables, GDF Suez, First Solar), Independent Power Marketer (IPM) (4) (Citigroup Energy, Morgan Stanley, SESCO, Shell Energy), Independent Retail Electric Provider (IREP) (4) (Reliant Energy Retail Services, Just Energy, Direct Energy, Noble Americas), and Municipal (4) (Garland Power and Light, CPS Energy, Denton Municipal Electric, Austin Energy) Market Segments. 
The original motion carried with four objections from the Investor Owned Utility (IOU) Market Segment (AEPSC, CenterPoint Energy, Luminant, Sharyland).

NPRR793, Clarifications to RMR RUC Commitment and Other RMR Cleanup – URGENT 

Clif Lange moved to recommend approval of NPRR793 as recommended by PRS in the 9/15/16 PRS Report with a recommended effective dates of October 12, 2016.  Bob Helton seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NPRR795, Provisions for Refunds of Capital Contributions Made in Connection with an RMR Agreement – URGENT

Katie Coleman reviewed the 9/28/16 TIEC comments.  Market Participants discussed the 9/27/16 ERCOT comments and discussed differences in depreciation methods.  Mark Ruane requested that ERCOT not be required to audit tax forms but that an attestation supporting the calculation of accelerated depreciation be considered sufficient.  Market Participants proposed revisions to the 9/28/16 TIEC comments to NPRR795.
Bill Smith moved to recommend approval of NPRR795 as recommended by PRS in the 9/15/16 PRS Report as amended by the 9/28/16 TIEC comments and revised by TAC.  Mr. Pridgeon seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Revision Request Previously Tabled by TAC (see Key Documents)

NOGRR159, Alignment with NPRR779, Clarifies References to Texas Reliability Entity and Independent Market Monitor

TAC took no action on this item.

NPRR781, Updates to Nodal Protocol Section 18, Load Profiling, to Align with Current Market Processes 

Ms. Frazier moved to recommend approval of NPRR781 as recommended by PRS in the 7/14/16 PRS Report.  Ms. Flowers seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NPRR773, Broadening Scope of Acceptable Letter of Credit Issuers

TAC took no action on this item.

Verifiable Cost Manual Revision Request (VCMRR) 013, Clarifications to Verifiable Cost Appeals Process

TAC took no action on this item.

Retail Market Guide Revision Request (RMGRR) 139, Alignment with NPRR778, Modifications to Date Change and Cancellation Evaluation Window

TAC took no action on this item.
Appeal of NOGRR149, Revision to Definition of Transmission Operator

Tom Anson reported that the Small Public Power Group of Texas (SPPG) continues to discuss with Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) and SPPG members the questions posed at the April 28, 2016 TAC meeting.  Mr. Goff requested that ERCOT Staff discuss the issue with the Texas Reliability Entity (Texas RE).  Market Participants expressed concern that the appeal of NOGRR149 remains tabled and that a resolution has not been identified, and discussed the applicability of certain North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) Standards to SPPG members.  

Mr. Greer moved to table the appeal of NOGRR149 until the December 1, 2016 TAC meeting.  Mr. Goff seconded the motion.  The motion carried with two objections from the Municipal Market Segment (Austin Energy, Garland Power and Light), and three abstentions from the Cooperative (STEC), Independent Generator (GDF Suez), and Municipal (CPS Energy) Market Segments. 
Reliability and Operations Subcommittee Report (see Key Documents)
Alan Bern reviewed recent ROS activities.
NOGRR154, Alignment with NPRR755 and Requirements for ERCOT WAN Installation and Exchange of Resource-Specific XML Data

Ms. Frazier moved to table NOGRR154.  Mr. Lange seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Wholesale Market Subcommittee Report (see Key Documents)

Jeremy Carpenter reviewed recent WMS activities.  Market Participants reviewed the list of WMS Open Action Items.
Commercial Operations Subcommittee Report (see Key Documents)

Michelle Trenary reviewed recent COPS activities.

LPGRR057, Alignment with NPRR781, Updates to Nodal Protocol Section 18, Load Profiling, to Align with Current Market Processes

Ms. Flowers moved to table LPGRR057.  Mr. Helton seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Retail Market Subcommittee Report (see Key Documents)

Kathy Scott reviewed recent RMS activities.
ERCOT Operations, Planning, and IT Report (see Key Documents)
2016 UFLS Survey Results

Gene Lowrie presented results of the annual under-frequency Load shed survey.
TNMP Line 69H Rebuild and Conversion Project
Prabu Gnanam presented the background, results of the ERCOT independent review, and the ERCOT recommendation for Option 1 regarding the TNMP Line 69H Rebuild and Conversion project.

Blake Gross moved to endorse the TNMP Line 69H Rebuild and Conversion project, Option 1, per the ERCOT recommendation.  Ms. Flowers seconded the motion.  The motion carried with one abstention from the IREP Market Segment (Reliant Energy Retail Services).

AEPSC and Oncor Barilla Junction Improvements Project 
Mr. Gnanam presented the background, results of the ERCOT independent review, and the ERCOT recommendation for Option B regarding the AEPSC and Oncor Barilla Junction Improvements project.

Mr. Emesih moved to endorse the AEPSC and Oncor Barilla Junction Improvements project, Option B, per the ERCOT recommendation.  Ms. Frazier seconded the motion.  The motion carried with one abstention from the IREP Market Segment (Reliant Energy Retail Services).

Must-Run Alternative (MRA) Request for Proposal (RFP)

Cheryl Mele highlighted the September 19, 2016 Market Notice that ERCOT will not award any contracts for MRAs to replace the June 2, 2016 RMR Agreement with NRG Texas, and thanked stakeholders and ERCOT Staff for their work to address RMR issues.
Other Business

Ms. Mele offered to provide at WMS a high-level review of the hardware failure that precipitated the September 8, 2016 Security-Constrained Economic Dispatch (SCED) failure.

Ms. Brandt requested ERCOT provide a timeline update regarding its items on the Distributed Energy Resource (DER) matrix, and for COPS to perform a survey of reports pertaining to Distributed Generation (DG).

Adjournment

Ms. Brandt adjourned the September 29, 2016 TAC meeting at 11:45 a.m.




� Key Documents referenced in these minutes may be accessed on the ERCOT website at


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2016/9/29/76848-TAC" �http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2016/9/29/76848-TAC�  unless otherwise noted.
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