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	Comments


NOGRR 149 Comments

The following comments are in response to 12/9/15 ERCOT Comments submitted by ERCOT Legal (Doug Fohn, Esq., for ERCOT).
The SPPG group (“the Group”) thanks ERCOT and the OWG for its time and attention paid to this important matter affecting small Public Power entities in ERCOT.
NERC Applicability

With respect to North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) applicability cited by ERCOT, it is noted that none of the SPPG entities meet the NERC registration threshold of 25 MW for the NERC Distribution Provider (DP) registration.  As a result, the Group asserts that all of the individual SPPG entities are “Not Applicable” with respect to NERC Reliability Standard COM-001-2.1 by virtue of having annual peak loads below 25 MW.
Impact of Rule Change to ERCOT and Market Participants
It is acknowledge that, under the proposed rule change as crafted, a number of DSPs currently having registered Designated Transmission Operators could become eligible for exemption from Transmission Operator (TO) obligations under the new rule, and that the remaining TOs and Designated Transmission Operators could be assessed an additional load share to make up for the load share obligations of the exempted entities.  This additional load share is estimated to be approximately 1% of current shares, assuming that all entities eligible for exemption under the new rule would pursue the exemption.

While the additional load share allocation may seem to be uncomfortable to Transmission Service Providers (TSPs), it is suggested that ERCOT TSPs will be relieved from the administrative burdens associated with managing and coordinating potentially more than 50 small, low impact entities, both during period of emergency operations as well as during ongoing supportive activities related to emergency load shed operations.  This being the case, we suggest that the resulting streamlining of emergency operations, by having larger and fewer entities under emergency management would be a benefit to all Market Participants
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