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	NPRR Number
	824
	NPRR Title
	Alignment of EEA Level 3 with NERC Reliability Standards EOP-011-1 and BAL-001-2

	Date of Decision
	May 25, 2017

	Action
	Recommended Approval

	Timeline 
	Normal

	Proposed Effective Date
	July 1, 2017

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	Not applicable

	Nodal Protocol Sections Requiring Revision 
	6.5.9.4, Energy Emergency Alert
6.5.9.4.1, General Procedures Prior to EEA Operations 
6.5.9.4.2, EEA Levels

	Related Documents Requiring Revision/ Related Revision Requests
	Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) 170, Alignment with NPRR824, Alignment of EEA Level 3 with NERC Reliability Standards EOP-011-1 and BAL-001-2
ERCOT Operating Procedures

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) aligns Protocol language with the following North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) Reliability Standards: 

· Attachment 1, Energy Emergency Alerts, of EOP-011-1, Emergency Operations, requires ERCOT, as the Reliability Coordinator, to declare an Energy Emergency Alert (EEA) Level 3 if ERCOT is unable to maintain its Physical Responsive Capability (PRC) above a minimum contingency reserve requirement of 1,375 MW.  This NPRR adds language to address this standard; and 

· BAL-001-2, Real Power Balancing Control Performance, requires the clock-minute average system frequency to not stay below 59.91 Hz for greater than 30 consecutive minutes.  This NPRR increases the current EEA Level 3 frequency threshold from 59.80 Hz to 59.91 Hz and modifies EEA Level 2 language to include a timing component of being below 59.91 Hz for 15 consecutive minutes or more.  These tiered timing milestones will align progressively more aggressive actions as the 30 consecutive minute requirement is approached to address this standard.

	Reason for Revision
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  Addresses current operational issues.
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  Meets Strategic goals (tied to the ERCOT Strategic Plan or directed by the ERCOT Board).
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  Market efficiencies or enhancements
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  Administrative
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  Regulatory requirements
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  Other:  (explain)

(please select all that apply)

	Business Case
	Aligns Protocol language with applicable NERC Reliability Standards.  

Compliance on EOP-011-1 is mandatory and effective beginning April 1, 2017.  ERCOT will modify its Operating Procedures and processes accordingly, effective April 1, 2017.

	Credit Work Group Review
	ERCOT Credit Staff and the Credit Work Group (Credit WG) have reviewed NPRR824 and do not believe that it requires changes to credit monitoring activity or the calculation of liability.

	PRS Decision
	On 4/13/17, PRS voted unanimously to recommend approval of NPRR824 as submitted.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.
On 5/11/17, PRS voted unanimously to endorse and forward to TAC the 4/13/17 PRS Report, as revised by PRS, and the Impact Analysis for NPRR824.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of PRS Discussion
	On 4/13/17, participants requested a review of the overall communication plan associated with EEA Level 3, with and without Load shed.  ERCOT Staff committed to filing a System Change Request (SCR) to communicate the status of Load shed via the Market Information System (MIS).  Participants requested the SCR include instantaneous notification of the EEA Level 3 status and include a telemetry point showing how many consecutive minutes have elapsed to increase transparency to, and monitoring by, Market Participants.
On 5/11/17, participants proposed desktop edits to standardize references to “the clock-minute average system frequency.”

	TAC Decision
	On 5/25/17, TAC unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR824 as recommended by PRS in the 5/11/17 PRS Report.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of TAC Discussion
	On 5/25/17, there was no discussion.

	ERCOT Opinion
	ERCOT supports approval of NPRR824. 


	Sponsor

	Name
	Stephen Solis

	E-mail Address
	Stephen.solis@ercot.com

	Company
	ERCOT

	Phone Number
	512-248-6772

	Cell Number
	512-426-4721

	Market Segment
	Not applicable


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Cory Phillips

	E-Mail Address
	cory.phillips@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512-248-6464


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	None
	


	Market Rules Notes


Please note that the following NPRR(s) also propose revisions to the following section(s):

· NPRR828, Include Fast Frequency Response as a Subset of Responsive Reserve
· Section 6.5.9.4.2

	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


6.5.9.4
Energy Emergency Alert

(1)
At times it may be necessary to reduce ERCOT System Demand because of a temporary decrease in available electricity supply.  To provide orderly, predetermined procedures for curtailing Demand during such emergencies, ERCOT shall initiate and coordinate the implementation of the EEA following the steps set forth below in Section 6.5.9.4.2, EEA Levels.   

(2)
The goal of the EEA is to provide for maximum possible continuity of service while maintaining the integrity of the ERCOT System to reduce the chance of cascading Outages.

(3)
ERCOT’s operating procedures must meet the following goals: 

(a)
Use of market processes to the fullest extent practicable without jeopardizing the reliability of the ERCOT System;

(b)
Use of RRS, other Ancillary Services, and Emergency Response Service (ERS) to the extent permitted by ERCOT System conditions;

(c)
Maximum use of ERCOT System capability;

(d)
Maintenance of station service for nuclear-powered Generation Resources;

(e)
Securing startup power for Generation Resources;

(f)
Operation of Generation Resources during loss of communication with ERCOT;

(g)
Restoration of service to Loads in the manner defined in the Operating Guides; and

(h)
Management of Interconnection Reliability Operating Limits (IROLs) shall not change.

(4)
ERCOT is responsible for coordinating with QSEs, TSPs, and DSPs to monitor ERCOT System conditions, initiating the EEA levels, notifying all QSEs, and coordinating the implementation of the EEA levels while maintaining transmission security limits.

(5)
ERCOT, at management’s discretion, may at any time issue an ERCOT-wide appeal through the public news media for voluntary energy conservation.

(6)
During the EEA, ERCOT has the authority to obtain energy from non-ERCOT Control Areas using the DC Ties or by using Block Load Transfers (BLTs) to move load to non-ERCOT Control Areas.  ERCOT maintains the authority to curtail energy schedules flowing into or out of the ERCOT System across the DC Ties in accordance with NERC scheduling guidelines.   

(7)
Some of the EEA steps are not applicable if transmission security violations exist.  There may be insufficient time to implement all EEA levels in sequence, however, to the extent practicable, ERCOT shall use Ancillary Services that QSEs have made available in the market to maintain or restore reliability.

(8)
ERCOT may immediately implement EEA Level 3 any time the clock-minute average system frequency falls below 59.91 Hz for 20 consecutive minutes and shall immediately implement EEA Level 3 any time the steady-state frequency is below 59.5 Hz for any duration.

(9)
Percentages for EEA Level 3 Load shedding will be based on the previous year’s TSP peak Loads, as reported to ERCOT, and must be reviewed by ERCOT and modified annually as required.

(10) 
During EEA Level 2 or 3, for those constraints that meet the criteria identified in paragraph (5)(a) of Section 6.5.9.3.2, Advisory, ERCOT may control the post-contingency flow to within the 15-Minute Rating in SCED.   After PRC is restored to at least 3,000 MW or the emergency condition has ended, whichever is later, and ERCOT has determined that system conditions have improved such that the chance of re-entering into an EEA Level 2 or 3 is low, ERCOT shall restore control to the post-contingency flow to within the Emergency Rating for these constraints that utilized the 15-Minute Rating in SCED.  

(11)
During EEA Level 2 or 3, for those constraints that meet the criteria identified in paragraph (5)(b) of Section 6.5.9.3.2, ERCOT shall continue to enforce constraints associated with double-circuit contingencies throughout an EEA if the double-circuit failures are determined to be at high risk of occurring, due to system conditions.  For all other double-circuit contingencies identified in paragraph (5)(b) of Section 6.5.9.3.2, ERCOT will enforce only the associated single-circuit contingencies during EEA Level 2 or 3.  ERCOT shall resume enforcing such constraints as a double-circuit contingency after PRC is restored to at least 3,000 MW or the Emergency Condition has ended, whichever is later, and ERCOT has determined that system conditions have improved such that the chance of re-entering into an EEA Level 2 or 3 is low.  For constraints related to stability limits that are not IROLs, ERCOT may elect not to enforce double-circuit contingencies during EEA Level 3 only.

6.5.9.4.1
General Procedures Prior to EEA Operations 

(1)
Prior to declaring EEA Level 1 detailed in Section 6.5.9.4.2, EEA Levels, ERCOT may perform the following operations consistent with Good Utility Practice:

(a)
Provide Dispatch Instructions to QSEs for specific Resources to operate at an Emergency Base Point to maximize Resource deployment so as to increase Responsive Reserve levels on other Resources;

(b)
Commit specific available Resources as necessary that can respond in the timeframe of the emergency.  Such commitments will be settled using the HRUC process;

(c)
Start RMR Units available in the time frame of the emergency.  RMR Units should be loaded to full capability;

(d)
Utilize available Resources providing Non-Spin services as required; and

(e)
ERCOT shall use the PRC and system frequency to determine the appropriate Emergency Notice and EEA levels. 

6.5.9.4.2

EEA Levels

(1)
ERCOT will declare an EEA Level 1 when PRC falls below 2,300 MW and is not projected to be recovered above 2,300 MW within 30 minutes without the use of the following actions that are prescribed for EEA Level 1: 

(a)
ERCOT shall take the following steps to maintain steady state system frequency near 60 Hz and maintain PRC above 1,750 MW:

(i)
Request available Generation Resources that can perform within the expected timeframe of the emergency to come On-Line by initiating manual HRUC or through Dispatch Instructions; 

(ii)
Use available DC Tie import capacity that is not already being used; 

(iii)
Issue a Dispatch Instruction for Resources to remain On-Line which, before start of emergency, were scheduled to come Off-Line; and

(iv)
At ERCOT’s discretion, deploy available contracted ERS-30 via an XML message followed by a VDI to the all-QSE Hotline.  The ERS-30 ramp period shall begin at the completion of the VDI.

(A)
If less than 500 MW of ERS-30 is available for deployment, ERCOT shall deploy it as a single block.  

(B)
If the amount of ERS-30 available for deployment equals or exceeds 500 MW, ERCOT, at its discretion, may deploy ERS-30 as a single block or by group designation.  ERCOT shall develop a random selection methodology for determining how to place ERS Resources in ERS-30 into groups, and shall describe the methodology in a document posted to the MIS Public Area.  Prior to the start of an ERS Contract Period for ERS-30, ERCOT shall notify QSEs representing ERS Resources in ERS-30 of their ERS Resources’ group assignments.

(C)
ERS-30 may be deployed at any time in a Settlement Interval.

(D)
Upon deployment, QSEs shall instruct their ERS Resources in ERS-30 to perform at contracted levels consistent with the criteria described in Section 8.1.3.1.4, Event Performance Criteria for Emergency Response Service Resources, until either ERCOT releases the ERS-30 deployment or the ERS-30 Resources have reached their maximum deployment time.  

(E)
ERCOT shall notify QSEs of the release of ERS-30 via an XML message followed by VDI to the all-QSE Hotline.  The VDI shall represent the official notice of ERS-30 release.  ERCOT may release ERS-30 as a block or by group designation. 

(F)
Upon release, an ERS Resource in ERS-30 shall return to a condition such that it is capable of meeting its ERS performance requirements as soon as practical, but no later than ten hours following the release.

(b)
QSEs shall:

(i)
Ensure COPs and telemetered HSLs are updated and reflect all Resource delays and limitations; and

(ii)
Suspend any ongoing ERCOT required Resource performing testing. 

(2)
ERCOT may declare an EEA Level 2 when the clock-minute average system frequency falls below 59.91 Hz for 15 consecutive minutes.  ERCOT will declare an EEA Level 2 when PRC falls below 1,750 MW and is not projected to be recovered above 1,750 MW within 30 minutes without the use of the following actions that are prescribed for EEA Level 2: 

(a)
In addition to the measures associated with EEA Level 1, ERCOT shall take the following steps to maintain steady state system frequency at a minimum of 59.91 Hz and maintain PRC above 1,375 MW:

(i)
Instruct TSPs and DSPs or their agents to reduce Customer Load by using distribution voltage reduction measures, if deemed beneficial by the TSP, DSP, or their agents.

(ii)
Instruct TSPs and DSPs to implement any available Load management plans to reduce Customer Load.

(iii)
Instruct QSEs to deploy available contracted ERS-10 Resources, undeployed ERS-30 and/or deploy RRS supplied from Load Resources (controlled by high-set under-frequency relays).  ERCOT may deploy ERS-10, ERS-30, or RRS simultaneously or separately, and in any order.  ERCOT shall issue such Dispatch Instructions in accordance with the deployment methodologies described in paragraphs (iv) and (v) below and, if deploying ERS-30, the methodologies described in paragraph (1)(a)(iv) above. 

(iv)
ERCOT shall deploy ERS-10 via an XML message followed by a VDI to the all-QSE Hotline.  The ERS-10 ramp period shall begin at the completion of the VDI.

(A)
If less than 500 MW of ERS-10 is available for deployment, ERCOT shall deploy all ERS-10 Resources as a single block.  

(B)
If the amount of ERS-10 available for deployment equals or exceeds 500 MW, ERCOT, at its discretion, may deploy ERS-10 Resources as a single block or by group designation.  ERCOT shall develop a random selection methodology for determining how to place ERS-10 Resources into groups, and shall describe the methodology in a document posted to the MIS Public Area.  Prior to the start of an ERS-10 Contract Period, ERCOT shall notify QSEs representing ERS-10 Resources of their ERS-10 Resources’ group assignments.

(C)
ERS-10 may be deployed at any time in a Settlement Interval.

(D)
Upon deployment, QSEs shall instruct ERS-10 Resources to perform at contracted levels consistent with the criteria described in Section 8.1.3.1.4 until ERCOT releases the ERS-10 deployment or the ERS-10 Resources have reached their maximum deployment times.  

(E)
ERCOT shall notify QSEs of the release of ERS-10 via an XML message followed by VDI to the all-QSE Hotline.  The VDI shall represent the official notice of ERS-10 release.  ERCOT may release ERS-10 as a block or by group designation.

(F)
Upon release, an ERS-10 Resource shall return to a condition such that it is capable of meeting its ERS performance requirements as soon as practical, but no later than ten hours following the release.

(v)
ERCOT shall deploy RRS capacity supplied by Load Resources (controlled by high-set under-frequency relays) in accordance with the following:

(A)
Instruct QSEs to deploy half of the RRS that is supplied from Load Resources (controlled by high-set under-frequency relays) by instructing the QSE representing the specific Load Resource to interrupt Group 1 Load Resources providing Responsive Reserve.  QSEs shall deploy Load Resources according to the group designation and will be given some discretion to deploy additional Load Resources from Group 2 if Load Resource operational considerations require such.  ERCOT shall issue notification of the deployment via XML message.  ERCOT shall follow this XML notification with a Hotline VDI, which shall initiate the ten-minute deployment period;  
(B)
At the discretion of the ERCOT Operator, instruct QSEs to deploy the remaining Responsive Reserve that is supplied from Load Resources (controlled by high-set under-frequency relays) by instructing the QSE representing the specific Load Resource to interrupt Group 2 Load Resources providing Responsive Reserve. ERCOT shall issue notification of the deployment via XML message.  ERCOT shall follow this XML notification with a Hotline VDI, which shall initiate the ten-minute deployment period;   

(C)
The ERCOT Operator may deploy both of the groups of Load Resources providing Responsive Reserves at the same time.  ERCOT shall issue notification of the deployment via XML message.  ERCOT shall follow this XML notification with a Hotline VDI, which shall initiate the ten-minute deployment period; and

(D)
ERCOT shall post a list of Load Resources on the MIS Certified Area immediately following the DRUC for each QSE with a Load Resource obligation which may be deployed to interrupt under paragraph (A), Group 1 and paragraph (B), Group 2.  ERCOT shall develop a process for determining which individual Load Resource to place in Group 1 and which to place in Group 2.  ERCOT procedures shall select Group 1 and Group 2 based on a random sampling of individual Load Resources.  At ERCOT’s discretion, ERCOT may deploy all Load Resources at any given time during EEA Level 2. 

(vi)
Unless a media appeal is already in effect, ERCOT shall issue an appeal through the public news media for voluntary energy conservation; and

(vii)
With the approval of the affected non-ERCOT Control Area, TSPs, DSPs, or their agents may implement BLTs, which transfer Load from the ERCOT Control Area to non-ERCOT Control Areas in accordance with BLTs as defined in the Operating Guides.

(b)
Confidentiality requirements regarding transmission operations and system capacity information will be lifted, as needed to restore reliability.

(3)
ERCOT may declare an EEA Level 3 when the clock-minute average system frequency falls below 59.91 Hz for 20 consecutive minutes.  ERCOT will declare an EEA Level 3 when PRC cannot be maintained above 1,375 MW or when the clock-minute average system frequency falls below 59.91 Hz for 25 consecutive minutes.  Upon declaration of an EEA Level 3, ERCOT will implement any measures associated with EEA Levels 1 and 2 that have not already been implemented.
(a)
When PRC falls below 1,000 MW and is not projected to be recovered above 1,000 MW within 30 minutes, or when the clock-minute average frequency falls below 59.91 Hz for 25 consecutive minutes
, ERCOT shall direct all TSPs and DSPs or their agents to shed firm Load, in 100 MW blocks, distributed as documented in the Operating Guides in order to maintain a steady state system frequency at a minimum of 59.91 Hz and to recover 1,000 MW of PRC within 30 minutes. 

(b)
In addition to measures associated with EEA Levels 1 and 2, TSPs and DSPs or their agents will keep in mind the need to protect the safety and health of the community and the essential human needs of the citizens.  Whenever possible, TSPs and DSPs or their agents shall not manually drop Load connected to under-frequency relays during the implementation of the EEA.
�Please note NPRR828 also proposes revisions to this section
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