MEMO
PRS Memo to 03/23/17 TAC

Date:
March 23, 2017
To:
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Representatives

From:
Martha Henson, Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS) Chair
Subject: Nodal Protocol Revision Requests (NPRRs) and System Change Requests (SCRs)
	Issue: 
Consideration of the following NPRRs recommended for approval by PRS:

· NPRR776, Voltage Set Point Communication [ERCOT]

· NPRR799, Updates to Outages of Transmission Facilities [DC Energy]

· NPRR802, Settlements Clean-up [ERCOT]

· NPRR804, Remove Posting Requirement for Private Use Network Diagrams [ERCOT]

· NPRR808, Three Year CRR Auction [Morgan Stanley]
· NPRR809, GTC or GTL for New Generation Interconnection [PLWG]

· NPRR810, Applicability of RMR Incentive Factor on Reservation and Transportation Costs Associated with Firm Fuel Supplies [ERCOT]

· NPRR812, Alignment of Currently Published Reports [ERCOT]
· NPRR813, Updated Terminology Related to Annual Market Settlement Operations Audits [ERCOT]

· NPRR818, Allow Curtailment of Certain DC Tie Load Prior to Declaring Emergency Condition [REMC]



	Background/History: 
Unless otherwise noted: (i) all Market Segments were present for each vote and (ii) ERCOT Credit Staff and the Credit Work Group (Credit WG) have reviewed the revision request and do not believe it requires changes to credit monitoring activity or the calculation of liability. 
Revision Requests Recommended for Approval
· NPRR776, Voltage Set Point Communication [ERCOT]

Proposed Effective Date:  Upon system implementation - Priority 2017; Rank 1970
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Between $70k and $100k, $120k-$140k annual recurring Operations and Maintenance (O&M); impacts to Energy and Market Management System (EMMS) Production Support staffing (0.5 FTE); impacts to Energy Management System (EMS), Network Model Management System (NMMS), and Wide Area Network (WAN); ERCOT business processes will be updated; ERCOT grid operations and practices will be updated.
Revision Description:  This NPRR aligns language with currently used verbal communication practices between Transmission Service Providers (TSPs), Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSEs), and Generation Resources.  This NPRR also identifies a new telemetered data point (Voltage Set Point) and identification of the Point of Interconnection (POI) kV measurements to be used relative to the Voltage Set Point which is to be provided by the TSP to ERCOT, the QSE, and the Generation Resource.
PRS Decision:  On 2/9/17, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR776 as amended by the 1/23/17 ERCOT comments.  On 3/9/17, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward to TAC the 2/9/17 PRS Report and Revised Impact Analysis for NPRR776 with a recommended priority of 2017 and rank of 1970.
· NPRR799, Updates to Outages of Transmission Facilities [DC Energy]
Proposed Effective Date:  May 1, 2017
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business processes; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR introduces requirements for submitting updates to the Outage Scheduler for completed or started Outages on Transmission Facilities.
PRS Decision:  On 2/9/17, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR799 as amended by the 1/19/17 Morgan Stanley comments.  There was one abstention from the Consumer Market Segment.  On 3/9/17, PRS voted to endorse and forward to TAC the 2/9/17 PRS Report and the Impact Analysis for NPRR799.  There was one abstention from the Consumer Market Segment.
· NPRR802, Settlements Clean-up [ERCOT]
Proposed Effective Date:  May 1, 2017
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business processes; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR clarifies current practices and cleans up Protocol language related to Settlements.
PRS Decision:  On 1/19/17, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR802 as amended by the 11/16/16 ERCOT comments.  On 2/9/17, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward to TAC the 1/19/17 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR802.
· NPRR804, Remove Posting Requirement for Private Use Network Diagrams [ERCOT]
Proposed Effective Date:  May 1, 2017
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business processes; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR clarifies that ERCOT should post both a system wide network model and a set of station one-line diagrams.  It also clarifies that the model posting does not disclose data about Private Use Networks.
PRS Decision:  On 1/19/17, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR804 as amended by the 1/18/17 ERCOT comments and as revised by PRS.  On 2/9/17, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward to TAC the 1/19/17 PRS Report and the Impact Analysis for NPRR804.
· NPRR808, Three Year CRR Auction [Morgan Stanley]

Proposed Effective Date:  Upon system implementation - Priority 2017; Rank 1930
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Between $40k and $50k, $130k-$140k annual recurring O&M; impacts to Market Operations staffing (0.5 FTE); impacts to Credit Monitoring and Management (CMM); ERCOT business processes will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR extends the Congestion Revenue Right (CRR) Auction process into the third year forward; revises the percentages sold in the CRR Long-Term Auction Sequence; and makes aligning changes to the timetable for modifying Load Zones.
PRS Decision:  On 1/19/17, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR808 as amended by the 1/18/17 DC Energy comments.  On 2/9/17, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward to TAC the 1/19/17 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR808 with a recommended priority of 2017 and rank of 1930.

Credit WG Review:  See 2/15/17 Credit WG comments

· NPRR809, GTC or GTL for New Generation Interconnection [PLWG]

Proposed Effective Date:  Upon system implementation - Priority 2017; Rank 1980
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Between $140k and $150k, $130k-$140k annual recurring O&M; impacts to Transmission Planning staffing (0.7 FTE); impacts to Data Access & Transparency; no impacts to ERCOT business processes; ERCOT grid operations and practices will be updated.
Revision Description:  This NPRR establishes Initial Energization and Initial Synchronization as defined terms, changes the status of Protected Information used in an interconnection study, adds a reference to a quarterly stability assessment for interconnecting Generation Resources when evaluating the need for a Generic Transmission Constraint (GTC), and clarifies the requirements to be met for a Generation Resource prior to Initial Synchronization.
PRS Decision:  On 2/9/17, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR809 as amended by the 1/24/17 ERCOT comments.  On 3/9/17, PRS voted to endorse and forward to TAC the 2/9/17 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR809, with a recommended priority of 2017 and a rank of 1980.  There was one opposing vote from the Independent Generator Market Segment and one abstention from the Independent Generator Market Segment.

· NPRR810, Applicability of RMR Incentive Factor on Reservation and Transportation Costs Associated with Firm Fuel Supplies [ERCOT]
Proposed Effective Date:  Upon system implementation - Priority 2017; Rank 1940; May 1, 2017 for revisions to Section 3.14.1.13, Incentive Factor.
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Between $25k and $40k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to Settlements and Billing (S&B) and Enterprise Information Services (EIS); no impacts to ERCOT business processes; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR removes the applicability of the Reliability Must-Run (RMR) Incentive Factor to reservation and transportation costs associated with firm fuel supplies, which should be considered fuel costs.  In addition, this NPRR separates costs in the RMR Standby Payment equation in Section 6.6.6.1, RMR Standby Payment, based on Incentive Factor applicability.
PRS Decision:  On 1/19/17, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR810 as revised by PRS.  On 2/9/17, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward to TAC the 1/19/17 PRS Report as amended by the 1/30/17 ERCOT comments and the Impact Analysis for NPRR810 with a recommended priority of 2017 and rank of 1940 and a recommended effective date of 5/1/17 for revisions to Section 3.14.1.13.
· NPRR812, Alignment of Currently Published Reports [ERCOT]
Proposed Effective Date:  Upon system implementation - Priority 2017; Rank 1950
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Between $20k and $30k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to EIS and Market Information System (MIS); no impacts to ERCOT business processes; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR clarifies language related to short-term system adequacy reports, aligns Protocol language with current ERCOT practices and Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) rules regarding the posting of Resource and Load information, and modifies the Protocol requirement to post a Reliability Unit Commitment (RUC) initial conditions report to only include the Hourly RUC (HRUC) process as originally intended in NPRR314, Requirement to Post Generation Resources Temporal Constraints.
PRS Decision:  On 1/19/17, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR812 as revised by PRS.  On 2/9/17, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward to TAC the 1/19/17 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR812 with a recommended priority of 2017 and rank of 1950.
· NPRR813, Updated Terminology Related to Annual Market Settlement Operations Audits [ERCOT]
Proposed Effective Date:  May 1, 2017
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business processes; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR replaces references to Statement on Standards for Attestation Engagements, No. 16 (SSAE16) within the Protocols with Service Organization Control (SOC) in relation to the annual ERCOT market Settlement audits.
PRS Decision:  On 2/9/17, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR813 as submitted.  On 3/9/17, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward to TAC the 2/9/17 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR813.

· NPRR818, Allow Curtailment of Certain DC Tie Load Prior to Declaring Emergency Condition - URGENT [REMC]
Proposed Effective Date:  To be determined
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  To be determined
Revision Description:  This NPRR allows ERCOT to curtail certain Direct Current Tie (DC Tie) Load during a Watch prior to declaring an Emergency Condition.
PRS Decision:  On 2/9/17, PRS voted via roll call vote to grant NPRR818 Urgent status.  There were five opposing votes from the Cooperative (3), Consumer, and Investor Owned Utility (IOU) Market Segments.  PRS then unanimously voted to table NPRR818 and refer the issue to ROS and WMS.  On 3/9/17, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR818 as amended by the 2/24/17 REMC comments; and to forward to TAC.  There were two opposing votes from the Independent Generator Market Segment and three abstentions from the Independent Retail Electric Provider (IREP) (2) and Independent Generator Market Segments.

Revision Requests Rejected
· NPRR798, Additional CRR Accounts Request [BP Energy]

Proposed Effective Date:  Not applicable
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Not applicable
Revision Description:  The NPRR requests ERCOT to provide Market Participants with additional and unlimited Congestion Revenue Right (CRR) accounts.  Currently, Market Participants are limited to three CRR accounts.  This is becoming a limitation for BP Energy Company based on our business structure and needs. 

PRS Decision:  On 3/9/17, PRS unanimously voted to reject NPRR798.  
Revision Requests Withdrawn
· NPRR777, ERCOT-directed Dispatch of Price-Responsive Distributed Generation [SENA]

· SCR785, Update RTL calculation to include Real-Time Reserve Price Adder based components [ERCOT]

Status of Pending Revision Requests (For Information Purposes Only):

Revision Requests Scheduled for Impact Analysis Review and Priority Assignment (if applicable) at the April 13, 2017 PRS Meeting   
· NPRR562, Subsynchronous Resonance [ERCOT]

· NPRR820, Clarification of Aggregate Generation Resource (AGR) Definition [ERCOT]

Revision Requests Deferred or Tabled and/or Pending Input from Another Subcommittee
· NPRR697, Disclosure of Protected Information for Research and Coordination Purposes [ERCOT]

· NPRR768, Revisions to Real-Time On-Line Reliability Deployment Price Adder Categories [ERCOT]

· NPRR796, Extended Character Set Clean Up [ ERCOT]

· NPRR807, Day-Ahead Market Price Correction [ERCOT]

· NPRR811, Two Day Cure Period for Foreign Market Participant Guarantee Agreements [Dynegy]

· NPRR814, Modify Black Start Procurement Cycle [ERCOT]

· NPRR815, Revise the Limitation of Load Resources Providing Responsive Reserve (RRS) Service [Morgan Stanley]

· NPRR816, Clarification of Definitions of FIP and FOP [ERCOT]

· NPRR817, Create a Panhandle Hub [DC Energy]

· NPRR819, Resettlement Clean-Ups [ERCOT]

New Revision Requests Scheduled for Consideration at the April 13, 2017 PRS Meeting
None at this time
These Revision Requests and supporting materials are posted on the ERCOT website at the following link: 

http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/issues/nprr 
http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/issues/scr
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