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	Comments


On January 31, 2017 and February 17, 2017, ERCOT hosted two workshops regarding NPRR562.  ERCOT submits these additional comments to provide clarification and to respond to the comments received from stakeholders.  
First, in these comments ERCOT has provided a requirement that all series capacitors have automatic Subsynchronous Resonance (SSR) protective relays in-service and remote bypass capability.  This requirement is intended to address the concern that abnormal system conditions, such as extreme weather, could create SSR vulnerability. 
Second, ERCOT proposed revisions to paragraph (1) of Section 3.22.1 and paragraph (1) of Section 3.22.3 to clarify how a double-circuit transmission line is characterized by ERCOT in the SSR vulnerability assessment and in SSR monitoring.  
Third, these comments specify that, in certain circumstances, past SSR assessments may be used to help determine SSR vulnerability if the results of the past SSR assessments are still valid.  Minor additional revisions have been provided to ensure consistency between Protocol sections and generally improve wording.
ERCOT looks forward to discussing NPRR562 at the March 9, 2017 PRS meeting. 
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  Other:  (explain)

(please select all that apply)

	Business Case
	Positive reliability impact because it addresses potential SSR conditions which could damage generator turbines.


	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


2.1 
DEFINITIONS
Subsynchronous Oscillation (SSO)

Coincident oscillation occurring between two or more Transmission Elements or Generation Resources at a natural harmonic frequency lower than the normal operating frequency of the ERCOT System (60 Hz).

Subsynchronous Resonance (SSR)
Coincident oscillation occurring between Generation Resources and a series capacitor compensated transmission system at a natural harmonic frequency lower than the normal operating frequency of the ERCOT System (60 Hz), including the following types of interactions;

Torsional Interaction


Torsional Interaction is the interplay between mechanical system of a turbine generator and a series compensated transmission system.
Induction Generator Effect (IGE)


An electrical phenomena in which a resonance involving a Generation Resource and a series compensated transmission system results in electrical self-excitation of the Generation Resource at a subsynchronous frequency.
Torque Amplification


An interaction between Generation Resources and a series compensated transmission system in which the response results in higher transient torque during or after disturbances than would otherwise occur.
Subsynchronous Control Interaction (SSCI)


The interaction between a series capacitor compensated transmission system and the control system of Generation Resources.
Subsynchronous Resonance (SSR) Countermeasures 

Any equipment or any procedure to mitigate the SSR vulnerability, including but not limited to the following types of countermeasures;


Subsynchronous Resonance (SSR) Protection 


A countermeasure that includes, but is not limited to, disconnecting the affected Generation Resource. 

Subsynchronous Resonance (SSR) Mitigation 


A countermeasure that includes, but is not limited to, equipment installation, controller adjustment, or a procedure to mitigate the SSR vulnerability without disconnecting the affected Generation Resources.

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
2.2
ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS
IGE
Induction Generator Effects

SSO
Subsynchronous Oscillation
SSR
Subsynchronous Resonance

SSCI
Subsynchronous Control Interaction
3.1.1
Role of ERCOT

(1)
ERCOT shall coordinate and use reasonable efforts, consistent with Good Utility Practice, to accept, approve or reject all Outage schedules for maintenance, repair, and construction of both Transmission Facilities and Resources within the ERCOT System.  ERCOT may reject an Outage schedule under certain circumstances, as set forth in these Protocols.

(2)
ERCOT’s responsibilities with respect to Outage Coordination include:

(a)
Approving or rejecting requests for Planned Outages and Maintenance Outages of Transmission Facilities for Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) in coordination with and based on information regarding all Entities’ Planned Outages and Maintenance Outages;

(b)
Assessing the adequacy of available Resources, based on planned and known Resource Outages, relative to forecasts of Load, Ancillary Service requirements,  and reserve requirements;

(c)
Coordinating and approving or rejecting schedules for Planned Outages of Resources scheduled to occur within 45 days after request;

(d)
Coordinating and approving or rejecting schedules for Planned Outages of Reliability Must-Run (RMR) Units under the terms of the applicable RMR Agreements; 

(e)
Coordinating and approving or rejecting Outages associated with Black Start Resources under the applicable Black Start Unit Agreements;
(f)
Coordinating and approving or rejecting Outages affecting SSR vulnerable Generation Resources that do not have SSR Mitigation in the event of five or six concurrent transmission Outages;
(g)
Reviewing and coordinating changes to existing 12-month Resource Outage plans to determine how changes will affect ERCOT System reliability, including Resource Outages not previously included in the Outage plan;

(h)
Monitoring how Planned Outage schedules compare with actual Outages;

(i)
Posting all proposed and approved schedules for Planned Outages and Maintenance Outages of Transmission Facilities on the Market Information System (MIS) Secure Area under Section 3.1.5.13, Transmission Report; 

	[NPRR758:   Replace paragraph (i) above with the following upon system implementation:]

(i)
Posting all proposed and approved schedules for Planned Outages, Maintenance Outages, and Rescheduled Outages of Transmission Facilities on the Market Information System (MIS) Secure Area under Section 3.1.5.13, Transmission Report;


(j)
Creating aggregated schedules of Planned Outages for Resources and posting those schedules on the MIS Secure Area under Section 3.2.3, System Adequacy Reports; 

(k)
Monitoring Transmission Facilities and Resource Forced Outages and Maintenance Outages of immediate nature and implementing responses to those Outages as provided in these Protocols;

(l)
Establishing and implementing communication procedures:

(i)
For a TSP to request approval of Transmission Facilities Planned Outage and Maintenance Outage schedules; and 

(ii)
For a Resource Entity’s designated Single Point of Contact to submit Outage plans and to coordinate Resource Outages;

(m)
Establishing and implementing record-keeping procedures for retaining all requested Planned Outages, Maintenance Outages, and Forced Outages; 

(n)
Planning and analyzing Transmission Facilities Outages; and

(o)
Working with the appropriate Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Subcommittee to develop procedures for characterizing a Simple Transmission Outage. 

	[NPRR758:   Replace paragraphs (m)-(o) above with the following upon system implementation:]

(m)
Establishing and implementing record-keeping procedures for retaining all requested Planned Outages, Maintenance Outages, Rescheduled Outages, and Forced Outages; and

(n)
Planning and analyzing Transmission Facilities Outages.


3.1.5.11
Evaluation of Transmission Facilities Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage Requests

(1)
ERCOT shall evaluate requests, approve, or reject Transmission Facilities Planned Outages and Maintenance Outages according to the requirements of this section.  ERCOT may approve Outage requests provided the Outage in combination with other proposed Outages does not cause a violation of applicable reliability standards.  ERCOT shall reject Outage requests that do not meet the submittal timeline specified in Section 3.1.5.12, Submittal Timeline for Transmission Facility Outage Requests.  ERCOT shall consider the following factors in its evaluation:

(a)
Forecasted conditions during the time of the Outage;

(b)
Outage plans submitted by Resource Entities and TSPs under Section 3.1, Outage Coordination;

(c)
Forced Outages of Transmission Facilities;

(d)
Potential for the proposed Outages to cause irresolvable transmission overloads or voltage supply concerns based on the indications from contingency analysis software;
(e)
Potential for the proposed Outages to cause SSR vulnerability to Generation Resources that do not have SSR Mitigation in the event of five or six concurrent transmission Outages;
(f)
Previously approved Planned Outages and Maintenance Outages; 

	[NPRR758:   Replace paragraph (f) above with the following upon system implementation:]

(f)
Previously approved Planned Outages, Maintenance Outages, and Rescheduled Outages;


(g)
Impacts on the transfer capability of DC Ties; and

(h)
Good Utility Practice for Transmission Facilities maintenance.

(2)
When ERCOT approves a Maintenance Outage, ERCOT shall coordinate the timing of the appropriate course of action with the requesting TSP. 

	[NPRR758:   Insert paragraph (3) below upon system implementation:]

(3)
When ERCOT identifies that an HIO has been submitted with 90-days or less notice, ERCOT may coordinate with TSP to make reasonable efforts to minimize the impact. 


3.22
Subsynchronous Resonance
(1)
All series capacitors shall have automatic SSR protective relays installed and shall have remote bypass capability.  The SSR protective relays shall remain in-service when the series capacitors are in-service.
3.22.1
Subsynchronous Resonance Vulnerability Assessment
(1)
In the SSR vulnerability assessment, each transmission circuit is considered as a single Outage.  A common tower Outage of two circuits or the Outage of a double-circuit transmission line will be considered as two transmission Outages.
3.22.1.1 
Existing Generation Resource Assessment
(1)
ERCOT shall perform a one-time Subsynchronous Resonance (SSR) vulnerability assessment on all existing Generation Resources as described in paragraphs (a) through (f) below.  For the purposes of this Section, a Generation Resource is considered an existing Generation Resource if it satisfies Planning Guide Section 6.9, Addition of Proposed Generation Resources to the Planning Models, on or before August 12, 2013.  

(a)
ERCOT shall perform a topology-check on all existing Generation Resources.  

(b)
If during the topology-check ERCOT determines that an existing Generation Resource will become radial to a series capacitors(s) in the event of less than 14 concurrent transmission Outages, ERCOT shall perform a frequency scan assessment in accordance with Section 3.22.2, Subsynchronous Resonance Vulnerability Assessment Criteria, and will provide the frequency scan assessment results to the affected Resource Entity.

(c)
If the frequency scan assessment described in paragraph (b) above indicates potential SSR vulnerability, the Transmission Service Provider(s) (TSP(s)) that owns the affected series capacitor(s), in coordination with the interconnecting TSP, shall perform a detailed SSR analysis in accordance with Section 3.22.2 to determine SSR vulnerability, unless ERCOT, in consultation with and in agreement with of the affected TSP(s) and the affected Resource Entity, determines the frequency scan assessment is sufficient to determine the SSR vulnerability.  

(d)
If the SSR study performed in accordance with paragraph (b) and/or (c) above indicates that an existing Generation Resource is vulnerable to SSR in the event of four or less concurrent transmission Outages, the TSP(s) that owns the affected series capacitor(s) shall coordinate with the interconnecting TSP, ERCOT, and the affected Resource Entity to develop and implement SSR Mitigation on the ERCOT transmission system.
(e)
If the SSR study performed in accordance with paragraph (b) and/or (c) above indicates that an existing Generation Resource is vulnerable to SSR in the event of five or six concurrent transmission Outages, ERCOT shall implement SSR monitoring in accordance with Section 3.22.3, Subsynchronous Resonance Monitoring.
(f)
The Resource Entity shall provide sufficient model data to ERCOT within 60 days of receipt of the data request.  ERCOT, at its sole discretion, may extend the response deadline. 
3.22.1.2 
Generation Resource Interconnection Assessment
(1)
In the Security Screening Study for a Generation Resource Interconnection or Change Request, ERCOT will perform a topology-check and determine if the Generation Resource will become radial to a series capacitors(s) in the event of less than 14 concurrent transmission Outages.  
(2)
If ERCOT identifies that a Generation Resource will become radial to a series capacitors(s) in the event of less than 14 concurrent transmission Outages, the interconnecting TSP shall perform an SSR study including frequency scan assessment and/or detailed SSR assessment for the Interconnecting Entity (IE) in accordance with Section 3.22.2, Subsynchronous Resonance Vulnerability Assessment Criteria, to determine SSR vulnerability.  The SSR study shall determine which system configurations create vulnerability to SSR.  Alternatively, if the IE can demonstrate to ERCOT’s and the interconnecting TSP’s satisfaction that the Generation Resource is not vulnerable to SSR, then the interconnecting TSP is not required to perform the SSR study.
(3)
If the SSR study performed in accordance with paragraph (2) above indicates that the Generation Resource is vulnerable to SSR in the event of four or less concurrent transmission Outages, the IE shall develop an SSR Mitigation plan and provide it to ERCOT prior to submission of the initial synchronization request.  ERCOT shall respond with its acceptance or rejection of the plan within 30 days of receipt.  The IE shall implement the ERCOT-approved SSR Mitigation prior to initial synchronization.  
(a)
If the SSR study performed in accordance with paragraph (2) above indicates that the Generation Resource is vulnerable to SSR in the event of four concurrent transmission Outages, the IE may install SSR Protection in lieu of SSR Mitigation, as required by paragraph (3) above, if:

(i)
The Generation Resource satisfied Planning Guide Section 6.9, Addition of Proposed Generation Resources to the Planning Models, between August 12, 2013 and March 20, 2015,
(ii)
The SSR Protection is approved by ERCOT, and

(iii)
The Generation Resource installs the ERCOT-approved SSR Protection prior to initial synchronization.
(4)
If the SSR study performed in accordance with paragraph (2) above indicates that the Generation Resource is vulnerable to SSR in the event of five or six concurrent transmission Outages, ERCOT shall implement SSR monitoring for the IE prior to initial synchronization in accordance with Section 3.22.3, Subsynchronous Resonance Monitoring.
3.22.1.3 
Transmission Project Assessment
(1)
For any proposed Transmission Facilities connecting to or operating at 345 kV, the TSP shall perform an SSR vulnerability assessment, including a topology-check and/or frequency scan assessment in accordance with Section 3.22.2, Subsynchronous Resonance Vulnerability Assessment Criteria.  The TSP shall include a summary of the results of this assessment in the project submission to the Regional Planning Group pursuant to Section 3.11.4, Regional Planning Group Project Review Process.  For Tier 4 projects that include Transmission Facilities connecting to or operating at 345 kV, the TSP shall provide the SSR assessment for ERCOT’s review.  For the purposes of this Section, a Generation Resource is considered an existing Generation Resource if it satisfies Planning Guide Section 6.9 at the time the Transmission Facilities are proposed.
(2)
If while performing the independent review of a transmission project , ERCOT determines that the transmission project may cause an existing Generation Resource or a Generation Resource satisfying Planning Guide Section 6.9 at the time the transmission project is proposed to become vulnerable to SSR, ERCOT shall perform an SSR vulnerability assessment, including topology-check and frequency scan in accordance with Section 3.22.2 if such an assessment was not included in the project submission.  ERCOT shall include a summary of the results of this assessment in the independent review.
(3)
If the frequency scan assessment in paragraphs (1) or (2) above indicates potential SSR vulnerability in accordance with Section 3.22.2, the TSP(s) that owns the affected series capacitor(s), in coordination with the TSP proposing the Transmission Facilities, shall perform a detailed SSR assessment to confirm or refute the SSR vulnerability. 
(4)
Past SSR assessments may be used to determine the SSR vulnerability of a Generation Resource if ERCOT, in consultation with the affected TSPs, determines the results of the past SSR assessments are still valid.  
(5)
If the SSR study confirms a Generation Resource is vulnerable to SSR in the event of four or less concurrent transmission Outages, the TSP that owns the affected series capacitor(s) shall coordinate with ERCOT, the affected Resource Entity, and affected TSPs to develop and implement SSR Mitigation on the ERCOT transmission system. The SSR Mitigation shall be developed prior to RPG acceptance, if required, and implemented prior to the latter of the energization of the transmission project or the initial synchronization of the Generation Resource.
(6)
If the SSR study confirms a Generation Resource is vulnerable to SSR in the event of five or six concurrent transmission Outages, ERCOT shall implement SSR monitoring in accordance with Section 3.22.3, Subsynchronous Resonance Monitoring, prior to the latter of the energization of the transmission project or the initial synchronization of the Generation Resource.
(7)
The Resource Entity shall provide sufficient model data to ERCOT within 60 days of receipt of the data request.  ERCOT, at its sole discretion, may extend the response deadline.
3.22.1.4 
Annual SSR Review
(1)
ERCOT shall perform an SSR review annually.  The annual review shall include the following elements: 
(a)
The annual review shall include a topology-check applying the system network topology that is consistent with a year 3 SSWG base case developed in accordance with Planning Guide Section 6.1, Steady-State Model Development.  ERCOT shall post the SSR annual topology-check report to the Market Information System (MIS) Secure Area by May 31 of each year.

(b)
If ERCOT identifies that a Generation Resource will become radial to series capacitors(s) in the event of less than 14 concurrent transmission Outages, ERCOT shall perform a frequency scan assessment in accordance with Section 3.22.2, Subsynchronous Resonance Vulnerability Assessment Criteria.  ERCOT shall prepare a report to summarize the results of the frequency scan assessment and provide it to the Resource Entity and the affected TSP.

(i)
If the frequency scan assessment described in paragraph (b) above shows the Generation Resource has potential SSR vulnerability in the event of six or fewer concurrent transmission Outages, the TSP(s) that owns the affected series capacitor compensated Transmission Element in coordination with the interconnecting TSP shall perform a detailed SSR assessment to confirm or refute the SSR vulnerability. 
(ii)
Past SSR assessments may be used to determine the SSR vulnerability of a Generation Resource if ERCOT, in consultation with the affected TSPs, determines the results of the past SSR assessments are still valid.  
(iii)
If the SSR study confirms the Generation Resource is vulnerable to SSR in the event of four or less concurrent transmission Outages, the TSP that owns the affected series capacitor compensated Transmission Element shall coordinate with ERCOT, the affected Resource Entity, and affected TSPs to develop and install SSR Mitigation on the ERCOT transmission system. The SSR Mitigation shall be developed, if required, and implemented prior to the latter of the energization of the transmission project or the initial synchronization of the Generation Resource.

(iv)
If the SSR study confirms the Generation Resource is vulnerable to SSR in the event of five or six concurrent transmission Outages, ERCOT shall implement SSR monitoring in accordance with Section 3.22.3 prior to the latter of energization of the transmission project or the initial synchronization of the Generation Resource.
(v) 
The Resource Entity shall provide sufficient model data to ERCOT within 60 days of receipt of the data request.  ERCOT, in its sole discretion, may extend the response deadline.
3.22.2

Subsynchronous Resonance Vulnerability Assessment Criteria

(1)
A Generation Resource is considered to be potentially vulnerable to SSR in the topology-check if a Generation Resource will become radial to a series capacitors(s) in the event of less than 14 concurrent transmission Outages.  A frequency scan assessment and/or a detailed SSR assessment shall be required to screen for system conditions causing potential SSR vulnerability.

(2)
In determining whether a Generation Resource is considered to be potentially vulnerable to SSR in the frequency scan assessment results, the following criteria shall be considered:
(a) 
Induction Generator Effect (IGE) and SSR Control Interaction (SSCI): 
(i)
When considering the total impedance of the generator and the applicable part of the ERCOT System, if the total resistance is negative at a reactance crossover of zero Ohms from negative to positive with increasing frequency, then the generator is considered to be potentially vulnerable to IGE/SSCI; 
(b) 
Torsional Interaction: 

(i)
If the sum of the electrical damping (De) plus the mechanical damping (Dm) results in a negative value then the generator is potentially vulnerable to Torsional Interaction.  Dm at +/- 1 Hz of the modal frequency may be utilized to compare to De; and 

(c) 
Torque Amplification: 

(i)
When considering the total impedance of the generator and the ERCOT system, if a 5% or greater reactance dip, or a reactance crossover of zero Ohms from negative to positive with increasing frequency, occurs within a +/- 3 Hz complement of the modal frequency, then the generator is considered to be potentially vulnerable to Torque Amplification.  The percentage of a reactance dip is on the basis of the reactance maximum at the first inflection point of the dip where the reactance begins to decrease with increasing frequency.
(3)
The detailed SSR assessment shall include an electromagnetic transient program analysis or similar analysis.  A Generation Resource is considered to be vulnerable to SSR if any of the following criteria are met:
(a)
The SSR vulnerability results in more than 50% of fatigue life expenditure over the expected lifetime of the unit;   
(i)
If the fatigue life expenditure is not available, the highest torsional torque caused by SSR is more than 110% of the torque experienced during a transmission fault with the series capacitors bypassed;
(b)
The oscillation, if occurred, is not damped; or
(c)
The oscillation, if occurred, results in disconnection of any transmission and generation facilities.
  
3.22.3 
Subsynchronous Resonance Monitoring
(1)
For purpose of SSR monitoring, a common tower Outage loss of a double-circuit transmission line consisting of two circuits sharing a tower for 0.5 miles or greater is considered as one contingency.

(2)
ERCOT’s responsibilities for SSR monitoring shall consist of the following activities if a Generation Resource is vulnerable to SSR in the event of five or six concurrent transmission Outages identified in the SSR vulnerability assessment and does not implement SSR Mitigation: 
(a)
ERCOT shall identify the combinations of Outages of Transmission Elements that may result in SSR vulnerability and provide these Transmission Elements to the affected Resource Entity and its interconnected TSP;
(b)
ERCOT shall monitor the status of these Transmission Elements identified in paragraph (a) above; 
(c)
If the occurrence of Forced and/or Planned Outages results in a Generation Resource being three contingencies away from SSR vulnerability, ERCOT will identify options for mitigation that would be implemented if an additional transmission Outage were to occur, including communications with TSPs to determine potential Outage cancellations and time estimates to reinstate Transmission Facilities;
(d)
If the occurrence of Forced and/or Planned Outages results in a Generation Resource being two contingencies away from SSR vulnerability, ERCOT shall take action to mitigate SSR vulnerability to the affected Generation Resource.  ERCOT shall consider the actions in the following order unless reliability considerations dictate a different order.    Actions that may be considered are:

(i)
No action if the affected Generation Resource is equipped with SSR Protection and has elected for ERCOT to forego action to mitigate SSR vulnerability; 
(ii)
Coordinate with TSPs to withdraw or restore an Outage within eight hours if feasible;   

(iii)
If the actions described in (i) and (ii) above are not feasible, ERCOT shall promptly take necessary steps to identify and mitigate the impacts to the ERCOT System caused by bypassing the affected series capacitor(s) and direct the TSP(s) to bypass the affected series capacitors(s); or

(iv)
Other actions specific to the situation, including, but not limited to, Verbal Dispatch Instruction to the Resource’s Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE).  
(e)
If the occurrence of Forced and/or Planned Outages results in a Generation Resource being one contingency away from SSR vulnerability, ERCOT shall promptly take necessary steps to identify and mitigate the impacts to the ERCOT System caused by bypassing the affected series capacitor(s) and direct the TSP(s) to bypass the affected series capacitor(s).

(f)
If the occurrence of Forced and/or Planned Outages results in a Generation Resource being two or less contingencies away from SSR vulnerability, ERCOT shall notify the QSE representing the affected Generation Resource by voice communication as soon as practicable that the SSR vulnerability scenario has occurred; initiate the mitigation actions described in paragraphs (2)(d)(i) through (iv) of Section 3.22.3; and provide additional notifications to the QSE of each relevant topology change until the affected Generation Resource(s) is at least three contingencies away from SSR vulnerability.
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