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	Comments


ERCOT proposes to remove certain language added by the Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS) because the language does not appear to be necessary and could create confusion with respect to the rights of an Interconnecting Entity (IE) to synchronize with the ERCOT System.  At its January 12, 2017 meeting, ROS voted to recommend approval of PGRR052 with one change to paragraph (2) of Section 5.9., Quarterly Stability Assessment,  to insert language suggesting that paragraph (5) in the same section provides an exception to the rule that any All-Inclusive Generation Resource failing to meet the prerequisites described in paragraph (4) by the date specified in the table in paragraph (2) will not be eligible for synchronization in the three-month window corresponding to that deadline.  
ERCOT does not read paragraph (5) to create any exception to the rule in paragraph (2).  Paragraph (5) simply explains what happens when a project that has already been included in a quarterly stability assessment either no longer meets the paragraph (4) prerequisites (such as, for example, when a TSP determines that one or more of the IE’s Full Interconnection Studies must be refreshed) or is modified in a way that ERCOT determines could materially impact stability.  By contrast, paragraph (2) addresses projects that have not yet met the prerequisites for inclusion in a quarterly stability assessment.  There is no exception to the rule that a project failing to meet these prerequisites by the specified date may not synchronize in the three-month window corresponding to that deadline.  To suggest otherwise creates unnecessary confusion as to the relationship between paragraphs (2) and (5).  ERCOT therefore proposes to remove the phrase “except as provided in paragraph (5)” from paragraph (2).  
To be clear, once a project meets the prerequisites in paragraph (4), the IE may synchronize the Resource within the three-month window corresponding to the date the IE first met those requirements so long as the project continues to meet the prerequisites — even if a change to the project results in it meeting those prerequisites in a different way — and so long as the project has not changed in a way that could materially impact stability.
ERCOT has discussed this proposal with the proponent of the change at ROS and understands that the proponent agrees with removing this language.
	Revised Proposed Guide Language


5.9
Quarterly Stability Assessment
(1)
ERCOT shall conduct a stability assessment every three months to assess the impact of planned new All-Inclusive Generation Resources connecting to the ERCOT System.  The assessment shall derive the conditions to be studied with consideration given to the results of the Full Interconnection Study (FIS) stability studies for the All-Inclusive Generation Resources with planned initial synchronization in the period under study.  ERCOT may study conditions other than those identified in the FIS stability studies.  
(2)
All-Inclusive Generation Resources that are not included in the assessment as described in this Section as result of the Interconnecting Entity (IE) failing to meet the prerequisites by the deadlines as listed in the table below will not be eligible for initial synchronization during that three month period.  The timeline for the quarterly stability assessment shall be in accordance with the following table:
	All-Inclusive Generation Resource Initial Synchronization Date
	Last Day for an IE to meet prerequisites as listed in paragraph (4) below
	Completion of Quarterly Stability Assessment

	Upcoming January, February, March
	Prior August 1
	End of October

	Upcoming April, May, June
	Prior November 1
	End of January

	Upcoming July, August, September
	Prior February 1
	End of April

	Upcoming October, November, December
	Prior May 1
	End of July


(3)
If the last day for an IE to meet prerequisites or if completion of the quarterly stability assessment as shown in the above table falls on a weekend or holiday, the deadline will extend to the next Business Day.

(4)
Prerequisites to be satisfied prior to the planned new All-Inclusive Generation Resource being included in the quarterly stability assessment:

(a) 
The All-Inclusive Generation Resource has met the requirements of Section 6.9, Addition of Proposed All-Inclusive Generation Resources to the Planning Models. 
(b)
The IE has provided all All-Inclusive Generation Resource data in accordance with the Resource Registration Glossary, Planning Model column, including but not limited to steady state, system protection and stability models.  
(c) 
The following elements must be complete:

(i)
FIS studies;
 
(ii)
Reactive Power Study; and
(iii)
System improvements or mitigation plans that were identified in these studies as required prior to synchronizing a new All-Inclusive Generation Resource in order to meet the operational standards established in the Protocols, Planning Guide, Nodal Operating Guides, and Other Binding Documents.
(d)
The data used in the studies identified in (c) above is consistent with All-Inclusive Generation Resource data submitted by the IE as required by Section 6.9.
(5)
At any time following the inclusion of an All-Inclusive Generation Resource in a stability assessment, but before the Initial Synchronization of the All-Inclusive Generation Resource, if ERCOT determines, in its sole discretion, that the All-Inclusive Generation Resource no longer meets the prerequisites described in paragraph (4), or that an IE has made a change to the design of the All-Inclusive Generation Resource that could have a material impact on ERCOT System stability, then ERCOT may refuse to allow Initial Synchronization of the All-Inclusive Generation Resource, provided that ERCOT shall include the All-Inclusive Generation Resource in the next quarterly stability assessment period that commences after identification of the material change or after the All-Inclusive Generation Resource meets the prerequisites specified in paragraph (4), as applicable.  If ERCOT determines, in its sole discretion, that the change to the design of the All-Inclusive Generation Resource would not have a material impact on ERCOT System stability, then ERCOT may not refuse to allow Initial Synchronization of the All-Inclusive Generation Resource due to this change.
(6)
ERCOT shall post to the Market Information System (MIS) Secure Area a report summarizing the results of the quarterly stability assessment within ten Business Days of completion.
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