DRAFT
Minutes of the Reliability Operations Subcommittee (ROS) Meeting
ERCOT Austin – 7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744

Thursday, January 12, 2017 – 9:30 a.m.
	Attendance
	
	

	Members:
	
	

	Ayers Brasher, Jennifer
	E.ON
	Alt. Rep. for Thresa Allen

	Bailey, Robert
	Reliant Energy
	

	Bern, Alan
	Oncor
	

	Bunch, Kevin
	EDF Energy Services
	

	Burke, Thomas
	Golden Spread
	

	DeTullio, David
	Air Liquide
	

	DeWitt, Charles
	LCRA
	Alt. Rep. for Kris Koellner

	Goff, Eric
	Citigroup
	Via Teleconference

	Greer, Clayton
	Morgan Stanley
	Via Teleconference

	Gross, Blake
	AEP
	Alt. Rep. for Dennis Kunkel

	Hampton, Brenda
	Luminant Generation
	

	Holloway, Harry
	Dynegy
	

	Kroskey, Tony
	Brazos
	

	Martin, Lisa
	Austin Energy
	Alt. Rep. for Danny Ee

	Moore, John
	STEC
	

	Perez, Eliazar
	Brownsville PUB
	

	Reed, Cyrus
	Sierra Club
	

	Sandidge, Clint
	Noble Americas
	

	Schwarz, Brad
	Sharyland Utilities
	

	Staples, Boone
	Tenaska Power Services
	

	Vo, Trieu
	CPS Energy
	

	Woitt, Wes
	CenterPoint Energy
	


	Guests:
	
	

	Alford, Anthony
	CenterPoint Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Bowen, Ken
	CPS Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Burford, Bret
	AEP
	Via Teleconference

	Cochran, Seth
	DC Energy
	

	Cook, Tim
	CTT
	Via Teleconference

	Eckhoff, Christina
	WETT
	Via Teleconference

	English, Barksdale
	Austin Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Graham, Greg
	Texas Reliability Entity
	Via Teleconference

	Helton, Bob
	Dynegy
	

	Henderson, Norris
	FERC
	

	Henson, Martha
	Oncor
	

	Henry, Mark
	Texas RE
	

	Hughes, Lindsey
	Competitive Power
	Via Teleconference

	Hunt, Dandy
	Austin Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Jones, Randy
	Calpine
	

	Juricek, Mike
	Oncor
	

	Kee, David
	CPS Energy
	

	Kremling, Barry
	GVEC
	

	Lane, Robert
	Oncor
	Via Teleconference

	Mercado, David
	CenterPoint Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Mueller, Paula
	Texas Reliability Entity
	Via Teleconference

	Ordonez, Camilo
	Luminant Generation
	Via Teleconference

	Reid, Walter
	Wind Coalition
	

	Shaw, Marka
	Exelon
	

	Stanfield, L.
	Invenergy
	Via Teleconference

	Van Arkel, Matt
	WETT
	Via Teleconference

	White, Lauri
	AEP
	

	Whitworth, Doug
	Texas Reliability Entity
	Via Teleconference

	Wittmeyer, Bob
	Oncor
	Via Teleconference

	Williams, Scot
	Oncor
	Via Teleconference

	Woods, Brad
	Texas Reliability Entity
	Via Teleconference


	ERCOT Staff:
	
	

	Albracht, Brittney
	
	

	Billo, Jeff
	
	

	Boren, Ann
	
	Via Teleconference

	Boswell, Bill
	
	Via Teleconference

	Bracy, Phil
	
	

	Butterfield, Lindsay
	
	Via Teleconference

	Clifton, Suzy
	
	Via Teleconference

	Du, Pengwei
	
	Via Teleconference

	Garcia, Freddy
	
	Via Teleconference

	Hartmann, Jimmy
	
	Via Teleconference

	Hinojosa, Jose Luis
	
	

	Landin, Yvette
	
	Via Teleconference

	Levine, Jonathan
	
	Via Teleconference

	Li, Weifang
	
	Via Teleconference

	Phillips, Cory
	
	

	Ragsdale, Kenneth
	
	Via Teleconference

	Rajagopalan, Sidharth
	
	

	Reed, Bobby
	
	Via Teleconference

	Sharma, Sandip
	
	

	Simons, Diane
	
	Via Teleconference

	Solis, Stephen
	
	

	Steffan, Nick
	
	

	Stice, Clayton
	
	

	Teixeira, Jay
	
	

	Thompson, Chad
	
	


Phil Bracy called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. 

Antitrust Admonition

Mr. Bracy reviewed the ERCOT Antitrust Admonition, which was displayed.
Election of 2017 ROS Chair and Vice-Chair

Mr. Bracy reviewed the leadership election process per the Electric Reliability Council of Texas 

Technical Advisory Committee Procedures for ROS Chair and Vice-Chair and opened the floor for nominations.

Clayton Greer nominated Alan Bern for 2017 ROS Chair.  Mr. Bern accepted the nomination.  Mr. Bern was named 2017 ROS Chair by acclimation.
Mr. Greer nominated Boone Staples for 2017 ROS Vice-Chair.  Mr. Staples accepted the nomination.  Mr. Staples was named 2017 ROS Vice-Chair by acclimation.
Agenda Review
There were no changes to the agenda.
Approval of Meeting Minutes

November 3, 2016
Harry Holloway moved to approve the November 3, 2016 ROS meeting minutes as submitted.  David DeTullio seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Update
Mr. Bern reviewed highlights of the December 1, 2016 TAC meeting.
ERCOT Updates (see Key Documents)
Operations Report
Nick Steffan presented the November 2016 Operations Report.

System Planning Report
Jeff Billo presented the November 2016 System Planning Report.  Cyrus Reed opined that potential regulatory changes due to the changing administration may require adjustment to environmental control assumptions in stability assessments.  Mr. Billo stated that there are currently no plans to change assumptions defined in the 2016 Long Term Stability Assessment (LTSA), but that could change as ERCOT continues to monitor the progression of changing environmental regulations and their impact to the grid.
Black-Start Study Improvements
Sandip Sharma presented findings and recommendations based on the Nexant review of ERCOT Black-Start capability; and stated that the reduction in bidding for Black Start contracts was likely due to topology changes, prohibitive set up costs, and North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) Critical Infrastructure Protection (CIP) compliance costs.  Mr. Sharma added that increasing the procurement cycle to a longer period may encourage participation by helping support necessary investment; and that a Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) is being drafted to address this concern.
New Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS) Referrals to ROS
NPRR809, GTC or GTL for New Generation Interconnection
Brad Schwarz moved to request PRS continue to table NPRR809.  Tom Burke seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Bern referred NPRR809 to the Planning Working Group for further review.
Revision Requests Tabled at PRS, Previously Referred to ROS
NPRR776, Voltage Set Point Communication
Market Participants reviewed the 1/12/17 Operations Working Group (OWG) draft comments.  Stephen Solis stated that ERCOT is currently working on comments to specify that ERCOT would be delivering Voltage Set Point adjustment instructions to the TSP or TSP’s agent.  ROS took no action on NPRR776.  Mr. Bern referred NPRR776 back to OWG for further review.
NPRR799, Updates to Outages of Transmission Facilities

Taylor Woodruff provided an overview of the 11/22/16 Oncor comments to NPRR799.  Market Participants discussed proposed changes; and debated over the inclusion of Resource Entities in Protocol Section 3.1.2, Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage Data Reporting.  Mr. Sharma stated that ERCOT would prefer Resource Entities make a reasonable effort to update the Outage Scheduler and supported the inclusion of the language.  
Mr. Greer moved to endorse NPRR799 as amended by the 11/22/16 Oncor comments.  Blake Gross seconded the motion.  The motion carried with one opposing vote from the Independent Retail Electric Provider (IREP) (Reliant) Market Segment.
Operations Working Group (OWG) (see Key Documents)
Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) 165, Emergency Operations Plan as Required by NERC Reliability Standards
Eric Goff reviewed the 1/6/17 CitiGroup Energy comments.  Trieu Vo opined that the templates proposed in NOGRR165 would be beneficial to Transmission Operators (TOs) as well as ERCOT.  Some Market Participants expressed concerns regarding emergency operations plans being posted to the Market Information System (MIS), and stated that the level of detail included may be different than what might be provided if this information were available only to ERCOT.  Others stated that some level of disclosure was important to the market due to potential impacts on pricing during the transition from emergency to non-emergency status.
Wes Woitt moved to recommend approval of NOGRR165 as recommended in the 12/16/16 OWG Report.  Mr. Gross seconded the motion.  The motion carried with two abstentions from the Independent Power Marketer (IPM) (CitiGroup, EDF) Market Segment.
NOGRR166, Daily Grid Operations Summary Reports
Mr. Greer reviewed the 1/11/17 Morgan Stanley comments.  Market Participants requested additional specificity regarding what information should be included in the reports.  Mr. Solis stated that the reports intend to go beyond the information originally asked for in NOGRR084, Daily Grid Operations Summary Report, and encouraged language that would allow ERCOT the flexibility to revise the reports as the market deems necessary.
Mr. Greer moved to table NOGRR166 for one month.  Mr. Goff seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Planning Working Group (PLWG) (see Key Documents)
Charles DeWitt reviewed recent PLWG activities.

Planning Guide Revision Request (PGRR) 052, Stability Assessment for Interconnecting Generation
Mr. Billo provided an overview of the 1/11/17 ERCOT comments, stating that the proposed effective date of August 1, 2017 was necessary in order for this revision to apply to generating units coming On-Line beginning January 1, 2018.  Mr. Billo added that the comments also intend to address concerns expressed by Market Participants regarding deadlines for Generation Resource Interconnecting Entities (IEs) to be included in the quarterly stability assessment.  Bill Barnes offered one clarification to paragraph (2) of Planning Guide Section 5.9, Quarterly Stability Assessment.
Brenda Hampton moved to recommend approval of PGRR052 as recommended by PLWG in the 12/21/16 PLWG Report as amended by the 1/11/17 ERCOT comments and as revised by ROS.  Robert Bailey seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

PGRR053, Addition of Proposed All-Inclusive Generation Resources to the Planning Models

Mr. Burke moved to recommend approval of PGRR053 as recommended by PLWG in the 12/21/16 PLWG Report.  Mr. Schwarz seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
System Protection Working Group (SPWG) (see Key Documents)

Bret Burford presented revisions to the ERCOT ROS System Protection Working Group (SPWG) Procedures that update Special Protection System (SPS) to Remedial Action Scheme (RAS) to match language outlined in NPRR792, Changing Special Protection System (SPS) to Remedial Action Scheme (RAS); and remove references to “automatic reclosing.”  Brittney Albracht noted that the revisions related to NPRR792 would need to be approved by ROS upon implementation of the NPRR; desktop revisions were made to remove the SPS to RAS update.  Revisions to the procedures to align with NPRR792 will be brought back to ROS after implementation.
Kevin Bunch moved to approve the SPWG procedures as revised by ROS.  Mr. Woitt seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Voltage Profile Working Group (VPWG) (see Key Documents)

Scot Williams reviewed recent VPWG activity.

Performance, Disturbance, Compliance Working Group (PDCWG) (see Key Documents)

Nitika Mago reviewed recent PDCWG activity.

Planning Geomagnetic Disturbance Task Force (PGDTF) (see Key Documents)
Mike Juricek reviewed recent PGDTF activity.  Market Participants discussed vulnerability assessment timelines and use of default versus actual data.
Other Business
Review of Open Action Items
Mr. DeWitt noted that the item “Stability Issues Identified during FIS Process/Impact on Generic Transmission Constraints” could be removed upon ROS recommending approval of PGRR054, Stability Limits in the Full Interconnect Study, at the February 2, 2017 ROS meeting.
No Report
· Black Start Working Group (BSWG)

· Dynamics Working Group (DWG)

· Operations Training Working Group (OTWG)

· Outage Coordination Improvements Task Force (OCITF)
· Network Data Support Working Group (NDSWG)

· Steady State Working Group (SSWG)

Adjournment

Mr. Bern adjourned the January 12, 2016 ROS meeting at 11:52 a.m.
� Key Documents referenced in these minutes may be accessed on the ERCOT website at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2017/1/12/108698-ROS" �http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2017/1/12/108698-ROS�
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