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Minutes of the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Meeting

ERCOT Austin – 7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744

Thursday, December 1, 2016 – 9:30 a.m.

Attendance

Members:

Adair, Marshall

Residential Consumer

Allen, Thresa

AvanGrid Renewables

Barnes, Bill

Reliant Energy Retail Services

Bailey, Dan

Garland Power and Light

Blakey, Eric

Just Energy

Boyd, Phillip

City of Lewisville

Brandt, Adrianne

CPS Energy

Brewster, Chris

City of Eastland

Coleman, Diana

OPUC

Cunningham, Lance

Denton Municipal Electric

Dumas, John

LCRA

Alt. Rep. for R. Stephenson

English, Barksdale

Austin Energy

Flowers, BJ

Sharyland Utilities

Frazier, Amanda

Luminant Generation

Goff, Eric

Citigroup Energy

Greer, Clayton

Morgan Stanley

Gross, Blake

AEPSC

Alt. Rep. for R. Ross

Helton, Bob

GDF Suez

Lange, Clif

STEC

Martin, Collin

Oncor

Meehan, Colin

First Solar

Messer, Tayaun

Rayburn Country

Minnix, Kyle

Brazos Electric

Morris, Sandy

Direct Energy

Peters, Patrick

CenterPoint Energy

Alt. Rep. for V. Emesih

Pridgeon, Marcus

CMC Steel Texas

Sandidge, Clint

Noble Americas Energy Solutions

Smith, Bill

Air Liquide

Thurnher, Greg

Shell Energy

Guests:

Abbott, Kristin

PUCT

Via Teleconference

Anson, Tom

SPPG

Ashley, Kristy

CES

Bern, Alan

Oncor

Blevins, Chad

Grid Economics

Via Teleconference

Bunch, Kevin

EDF

Burke, Tom

GSEC

Carpenter, Jeremey

Tenaska Power Services

Cook, Tim

Cross Texas Transmission

Via Teleconference

Cripe, Ramsey

Schneider Engineering

DeWitt, Charles

LCRA

Via Teleconference

Donohoo, Ken

Oncor

Via Teleconference

Downey, Marty

Enchanted Rock/Viridity Energy

Eng, Stanley

Power Costs

Via Teleconference
Garza, Beth

Potomac Economics

Via Teleconference

Hellinghausen, Bill

EDF

Henderson, Norris

FERC

Via Teleconference

Henson, Martha

Oncor

Hughes, Lindsey

Competitive Power

Via Teleconference

Jones, Randy

Calpine

Juricek, Michael

Oncor

Via Teleconference

Kee, David

CPS Energy

Kleckner, Tom

RTO Insider

Kremling, Barry

GVEC

Kroskey, Tony

Brazos

Via Teleconference

Lee, Jim

AEPSC

Via Teleconference

Lyons, Chris

Exelon

Via Teleconference

Owens, Frank

Cross Texas Transmission

Raj, Priya

ABB

Via Teleconference

Reed, Cyrus

Sierra Club

Via Teleconference

Reedy, Steve

IMM

Reid, Walter

Wind Coalition

Robertson, Jennifer

LCRA

Rothschild, Eric

GDS Associates

Via Teleconference

Scott, Kathy

CenterPoint Energy

Starnes, Bill

TCAP

Siddiqi, Shams

Crescent Power

Spankuch, Andrew

Freeport

Via Teleconference

Stanfield, Leonard

Invenergy

Via Teleconference

Tessema, Biruk

Austin Energy

Via Teleconference

Tijerina, Jonathan

CPS Energy

Trenary, Michelle

Tenaska Power Services

Trevino, Melissa

Occidental

Turner, Lucas

STEC

Via Teleconference

Varnell, John

Tenaska Power Services

Vaughn, Troy

Sharyland

Whittle, Brandon

Megawatt Analytics

Wittmeyer, Bob

DME

Woelfa, Eric

FPC USA

Zehler, Seth

Dynegy

Zerwas, Rebecca

NRG

ERCOT Staff:

Albracht, Brittney

Bezwada, Neelima

Via Teleconference

Billo, Jeff

Bivens, Carrie

Bivens, Danny

Boren, Ann

Boswell, Bill

Via Teleconference

Butterfield, Lindsay

Via Teleconference

Chang, Sean

Via Teleconference

Clifton, Suzy

Coon, Patrick

Via Teleconference

Day, Betty

Via Teleconference

Hailu, Ted

Via Teleconference

Gonzalez, Ino

Via Teleconference

Guo, Jack

Via Teleconference

Hanson, Kevin

Via Teleconference

Holt, Blake

Via Teleconference

Levine, Jonathan

Mele, Cheryl

Moreno, Alfredo

Via Teleconference

Phillips, Cory

Reed, Bobby

Via Teleconference

Ruane, Mark

Sharma, Sandip

Via Teleconference

Shaw, Pamela

Via Teleconference

Solis, Stephen

Via Teleconference

Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.



	2016 TAC Chair Adrianne Brandt called the December 1, 2016 TAC meeting to order at 9:35 a.m. 

Antitrust Admonition

Ms. Brandt directed attention to the displayed Antitrust Admonition.

Approval of TAC Meeting Minutes (see Key Documents)

October 27, 2016

Amanda Frazier moved to approve the October 27, 2016 TAC meeting minutes as revised by TAC.  Greg Thurnher seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

	Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS) Report (see Key Documents)
Ms. Frazier reviewed recent PRS activities and presented revision requests and other items for TAC consideration.

Confirmation of 2016 PRS Chair/Vice Chair

Mr. Thurnher moved to confirm Ms. Frazier as 2016 PRS Chair, and Martha Henson as 2016 PRS Vice Chair.  Sandy Morris seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) 792, Changing Special Protection System (SPS) to Remedial Action Scheme (RAS)

NPRR803, Remove Grey-boxed Language from NPRR439, Updating a Counter-Party’s Available Credit Limit for Current Day DAM
Ms. Morris moved to recommend approval of NPRR792 and NPRR803 as recommended by PRS in the respective 11/10/16 PRS Reports.  Barksdale English seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Other Binding Document List

Remove Pre-Assigned Congestion Revenue Right (PCRR) Allocation Form from OBD List

Marcus Pridgeon moved to approve the Other Binding Document List as recommended by PRS and to remove the PCRR Allocation Form from the Other Binding Document List.  Clayton Greer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

	Revision Request Previously Tabled by TAC (see Key Documents)
NPRR773, Broadening Scope of Acceptable Letter of Credit Issuers

Bill Barnes moved to recommend approval of NPRR773 as recommended by PRS in the 8/11/16 PRS Report.  Ms. Morris seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Planning Guide Revision Request (PGRR) 051, Alignment with NPRR792, Changing Special Protection System (SPS) to Remedial Action Scheme (RAS)

Mr. English moved to recommend approval of PGRR051 as recommended by ROS in the 10/6/16 ROS Report.  Mr. Thurnher seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) 164, Alignment with NPRR792, Removing Special Protection System (SPS) and adding Remedial Action Scheme (RAS) – URGENT

Ms. Brandt stated that TAC would consider NOGRR164 via an email vote after ERCOT Board approval of NPRR792.  TAC took no action on this item.
Appeal of NOGRR149, Revision to Definition of Transmission Operator
Tom Anson, representing Small Public Power Group of Texas (SPPG), reviewed the 11/18/16 SPPG comments to NOGRR149, and reported that SPPG members met in October 2016 to discuss the potential for market solutions to issues contemplated in NOGRR149.  Mr. Anson added that SPPG issued a request for proposals from all Transmission Operators (TOs) and upon request from some TOs had extended the response deadline.  Mr. Anson requested that NOGRR149 remain tabled to allow SPPG additional time to review the proposals.

Mr. Greer moved to table the appeal of NOGRR149 until the January 26, 2017 TAC meeting.  Eric Goff seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


	Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS) Report (see Key Documents)
Alan Bern reviewed recent ROS activities and presented revision requests for TAC consideration.
NOGRR162, Process for Resolving Real-Time Data Discrepancies

Ann Boren noted that the 11/23/16 ERCOT comments to NOGRR162 propose changes to maintain the intent of NOGRR162 after the incorporation of NOGRR154, Alignment with NPRR755 and Requirements for ERCOT WAN Installation and Exchange of Resource-Specific XML Data, into the 11/1/16 Nodal Operating Guide.
Ms. Frazier moved to approve NOGRR162 as recommended by ROS in the 11/3/16 ROS Report as amended by the 11/23/16 ERCOT comments.  Blake Gross seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
PGRR042, Regional Transmission Plan Model Reserve Requirement and Load-Generation Imbalance Methodology

Mr. Bern noted the Proposed Effective Date of January 1, 2018 for Section 3.1.7, Steady State Transmission Planning Load Forecast; that the “bounded higher of” methodology will be evaluated throughout 2017; and that adjustments could be made to the methodology if necessary.  Ms. Frazier expressed concern for the disparate value used in the Load forecast for each Weather Zone, and the need for two addition full time employees to complete the new Load forecasts and other work required by PGRR042.  Bill Smith echoed Ms. Frazier’s concerns and added that inadequate Load forecasts could lead to inadequate transmission planning.  
ERCOT Staff reiterated its commitment to work with Transmission and/or Distribution Service Providers (TDSPs) to address Load forecast issues, noting that 2017 provides an evaluation period before the implementation of Section 3.1.7, and reviewed the workload necessitating two additional employees.  John Dumas suggested that the Impact Analysis or Business Case for PGRR042 be revised to more fully explain the need for additional resources.  Mr. Barnes suggested that TAC advance PGRR042 and that an expanded Impact Analysis be submitted in time for ERCOT Board consideration.
Mr. Barnes moved to recommend approval of PGRR042 as recommended by ROS in the 11/3/16 ROS Report.  Mr. Greer seconded the motion.  Mr. Dumas expressed reservations about sending an Impact Analysis to the ERCOT Board before review by TAC.
Ms. Frazier moved to table PGRR042 until the January 26, 2017 TAC meeting.  Mr. Dumas seconded the motion.  Market Participants debated whether TAC should review a revised Impact Analysis before advancing PGRR042 to the ERCOT Board.  Market Participants discussed that the development of the Regional Transmission Plan will begin in January 2017, and that approval of PGRR042 would have a direct impact on the methodology and assumptions used to develop that plan.
The motion failed via roll call vote, with 22 objections from the Consumer (2) (OPUC, Residential), Cooperative (3) (Brazos, Rayburn, STEC), Independent Generator (3) (Avangrid, First Solar, GDF Suez), Independent Power Marketer (IPM) (3) (Citigroup, Morgan Stanley, Shell), Independent Retail Electric Provider (IREP) (4) (Direct Energy, Just Energy, Noble Americas, Reliant), Investor Owned Utility (IOU) (4) (AEPSC, CNP, Oncor, Sharyland) and Municipal (3) (Austin Energy, CPS Energy, Garland) Market Segments. (Please see ballot posted with Key Documents.)
The motion to recommend approval of PGRR042 as recommended by ROS in the 11/3/16 ROS Report carried via roll call vote with four objections from the Consumer (2) (CMC Steel, Air Liquide), Independent Generator (Luminant), and Municipal (Denton) Market Segments, and one abstention from the Cooperative (LCRA) Market Segment. (Please see ballot posted with Key Documents.
)


	Wholesale Market Subcommittee (WMS) Report (see Key Documents)

Jeremey Carpenter reviewed recent WMS activities, including efforts pertaining to market continuity, and presented revision requests for TAC consideration.  

Settlement Metering Operating Guide Revision Request (SMOGRR) 018, EPS Metering for Three-Wire Wye Configurations 

SMOGRR019, Clarifications and Updates to Paralleling Current Transformers, Instrument Transfer Name Plate Photos and Loss Potential Event Logging Requirements

Mr. Greer moved to approve SMOGRR18 and SMOGRR019 as recommended by WMS in the respective 11/2/16 WMS Reports.  Lance Cunningham seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
2016 Congestion Revenue Right (CRR) Activity Calendar
Dan Bailey moved to approve the 2016 CRR Activity Calendar as recommended by ERCOT.  Mr. Greer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.



	Commercial Operations Subcommittee (COPS) Report (see Key Documents)
Michelle Trenary reviewed recent COPS activities and presented items for TAC consideration.
Confirmation of 2016 COPS Vice Chair
Mr. Greer moved to confirm John Schatz as COPS Vice Chair.  Mr. Barnes seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Commercial Operations Market Guide Revision Request (COPMGRR) 044,  Alignment with NPRR794, Relocation of Unregistered DG Reporting Requirements

Mr. Greer moved to table COPMGRR044 pending ERCOT Board approval of NPRR794, Relocation of Unregistered DG Reporting.  BJ Flowers seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 


	Retail Market Subcommittee (RMS) Report (see Key Documents)
Kathy Scott reviewed RMS efforts pertaining to market continuity.  Mark Ruane thanked Market Participants for their efforts and reported that ERCOT Staff would develop high-level principles for review at the March 2017 TAC meeting and eventual draft revision request language for vetting through the established stakeholder process. 


	ERCOT Operations, Planning, and IT Report (see Key Documents)
Day-Ahead Market (DAM) Make-Whole Calculation Issue
Mark Ruane reported that ERCOT Staff detected a material increase in DAM Make-Whole payments subsequent to the implementation of NPRR617, Energy Offer Flexibility, on June 22, 2016, and that the increase resulted from a mismatch between Startup and Minimum Energy Costs used by the Day-Ahead Market clearing engine and those used for Day-Ahead Make-Whole payments.  Mr. Ruane reviewed actions taken in response to the discovery.  ERCOT Staff noted that over the 57 days affected, $1.8 million was charged to market shorts for DAM.  Ms. Frazier suggested consideration be given to when resettlements are warranted.  Ms. Brandt requested COPS and WMS review the issue before TAC defines a problem statement.


	Other Business

Market Participants discussed whether to remove the voltage reduction item from the list of Open Action Items assigned to ROS, that the issue is not under active discussion in any stakeholder forum, and that ROS considers the assignment complete.  Market Participants noted that the timing of returning service is directed by the TDSP and initiated by manual interventions at substations, and should have no pricing impact.  The item was removed from the list of Open Action Items.  



	Adjournment

Ms. Brandt adjourned the December 1, 2016 TAC meeting at 11:05 a.m. 


� Key Documents referenced in these minutes may be accessed on the ERCOT website at


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2016/12/1/76856-TAC" �http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2016/12/1/76856-TAC� unless otherwise noted. 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/issues/PGRR042#keydocs" �http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/issues/PGRR042#keydocs� 
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