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	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


3.14.1
Reliability Must Run

(1)
RMR Service is the use by ERCOT, under contracts with Resource Entities, of capacity and energy from Generation Resources that otherwise would not operate and that are necessary to provide voltage support, stability or management of localized transmission constraints under applicable reliability criteria, where market solutions do not exist.  This includes service provided by RMR Units and Must-Run Alternative (MRA) Resources. 

(a)
Upon receiving Notice from a Resource Entity as described in Section 3.14.1.1, Notification of Suspension of Operations, ERCOT may begin procurement of RMR Service under this Section.  

(b)
Before entering into an RMR Agreement, ERCOT shall assess alternatives to the proposed RMR Agreement.  ERCOT shall evaluate and present in a written report posted on the Market Information System (MIS) Secure Area the information in items (i) through (v) below.  ERCOT is not limited in the number of additional scenarios it chooses to evaluate.  The written report shall include an explanation as to why the items below are insufficient, either alone or in combination, to fill the requirement that will be met by the potential RMR Unit.  The report shall be posted in the time frame required under paragraph (3) of Section 3.14.1.2, ERCOT Evaluation.  The list of alternatives ERCOT must consider includes (as reasonable for each type of reliability concern identified):

(i)
Redispatch/reconfiguration through operator instruction;

(ii)
Remedial Action Plans (RAPs);

(iii)
Special Protection Systems (SPSs) initiated on unit trips or Transmission Facilities’ Outages; 

(iv)
Load response alternatives once a suitable Load response service is defined and available; and

(v)
Resource alternatives, including capabilities of Distributed Generation (DG), Load Resources, Direct Current Ties (DC Ties), Block Load Transfers (BLTs), etc.

(c)
ERCOT shall minimize the use of RMR Units as much as practicable subject to the other provisions of these Protocols.  ERCOT may Dispatch an RMR Unit at any time for ERCOT System security.    

(d)
Each RMR Unit must meet technical requirements specified in Section 8.1.1.1, Ancillary Service Qualification and Testing.

(e)
  ERCOT must obtain ERCOT Board approval to execute an RMR Agreement. RMR Agreements will have a term of no less than one month and typically no more than one year; however, an RMR Agreement may have a term longer than 12 months if the Resource Entity must make capital expenditures of greater than $3,000,000 to meet environmental regulations or to ensure availability to continue operating the RMR Unit so as to make an RMR Agreement in excess of 12 months appropriate, in ERCOT’s opinion.  The term of a multi-year RMR Agreement must take into account the appropriate RMR exit strategy discussed in Section 3.14.1.4, Exit Strategy from an RMR Agreement.  In the event an RMR Agreement extends for longer than one year, ERCOT shall annually re-evaluate the need for the RMR Unit under the criteria set forth in paragraph (b) above.  If ERCOT determines the RMR Unit is no longer needed, ERCOT shall enter into exit negotiations with the contract signatories to attempt to exit the contract early.  However, ERCOT shall not enter into such negotiations until a Market Notice is issued providing the anticipated RMR exit time frame.  The RMR standard Agreement is included in Section 22, Attachment B, Standard Form Reliability Must-Run Agreement.  ERCOT shall post each RMR Agreement in its entirety, including amendments or modifications thereto, within five Business Days of execution on the MIS Secure Area.

(f)
A Generation Resource is eligible for RMR status based on criteria established by ERCOT indicating its operation is necessary to support ERCOT System reliability according to the Operating Guides.  A combined-cycle generation Facility must be treated as a single unit for RMR purposes unless the combustion turbine and the steam turbine can operate separately.  If the steam turbine and combustion turbine can operate separately, and the steam turbine is powered by waste heat from more than one combustion turbine, the combustion turbine accepted for RMR Service and a proportionate part of the steam turbine must be treated as a single unit for RMR purposes.  If the combustion turbine accepted for RMR Service can operate separately from the steam turbine, and only the combustion turbine is accepted as an RMR Unit, the RMR energy price will be reduced by the value of the combustion turbine’s waste heat calculated at the Fuel Index Price (FIP), except when the steam turbine is Off-Line.  ERCOT shall post to the MIS Secure Area the criteria upon which it evaluates whether an RMR Unit meets the test of operational necessity to support ERCOT System reliability within five Business Days of change and shall issue a Market Notice stating the determination is available.  This includes the case where a unit previously identified by ERCOT as potentially needed for RMR Service is no longer needed regardless of whether an RMR Agreement was ever signed.  

	[NPRR664:   Replace paragraph (f) above with the following upon system implementation:]

(f)
A Generation Resource is eligible for RMR status based on criteria established by ERCOT indicating its operation is necessary to support ERCOT System reliability according to the Operating Guides.  A combined-cycle generation Facility must be treated as a single unit for RMR purposes unless the combustion turbine and the steam turbine can operate separately.  If the steam turbine and combustion turbine can operate separately, and the steam turbine is powered by waste heat from more than one combustion turbine, the combustion turbine accepted for RMR Service and a proportionate part of the steam turbine must be treated as a single unit for RMR purposes.  If the combustion turbine accepted for RMR Service can operate separately from the steam turbine, and only the combustion turbine is accepted as an RMR Unit, the RMR energy price will be reduced by the value of the combustion turbine’s waste heat calculated at the Fuel Index Price for Resource (FIPRr), except when the steam turbine is Off-Line.  ERCOT shall post to the MIS Secure Area the criteria upon which it evaluates whether an RMR Unit meets the test of operational necessity to support ERCOT System reliability within five Business Days of change and shall issue a Market Notice stating the determination is available.  This includes the case where a unit previously identified by ERCOT as potentially needed for RMR Service is no longer needed regardless of whether an RMR Agreement was ever signed.  


(g)
A Resource Entity cannot be compelled to enter into an RMR Agreement.  A Resource Entity that owns a Generation Resource that is uneconomic to remain in service can voluntarily petition ERCOT for contracted RMR status by following the process in this subsection.  ERCOT shall determine whether the Generation Resource is necessary for system reliability based on the criteria set forth in this Section.

(h)
ERCOT must contract for the entire capacity of each RMR Unit.

(i)
ERCOT shall post on the MIS Secure Area all information relative to the use of RMR Units including energy deployed monthly.

(j)
The Resource Entity that owns the RMR Unit may not use the RMR Unit for:

(i)
Participating in the bilateral energy market;

(ii)
Self-providing of energy except for plant auxiliary Load obligations under the RMR Agreement; and

(iii)
Providing of Ancillary Service to any Entity.

(k)
ERCOT shall issue a Market Notice on the need for an RMR Unit prior to entering negotiations for the RMR Unit.  Such Market Notice shall include the link to the ERCOT final RMR evaluation, the Resource name and pneumonic, the name of the Resource Entity, the name of the Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) for the Resource, the Resource MW rating by Season, and potential duration of the RMR Agreement, including anticipated start and end dates.

(l)
ERCOT shall, through the issuance of Market Notices, provide the same information, contemporaneously, about the need for, or elimination of an RMR Unit to all registered Market Participants, including QSEs and Resource Entities with RMR Units.
3.14.1.3
ERCOT Report to Board on RMR Agreements

(1)
After receiving a Notification of Suspension of Operations and conducting the analysis required by the Protocols, ERCOT shall  request approval from the ERCOT Board to execute the RMR Agreement at the next ERCOT Board meeting. ERCOT shall notify the ERCOT Board that the following steps have been completed with respect to the proposed RMR Agreement:

(a)
The Resource Entity provided a complete and timely Notification of Suspension of Operations including a sworn attestation supporting its claim of pending Generation Resource closure;

(b)
ERCOT received all the data requested from the applicant necessary to evaluate the need for and provisions of the RMR Agreement, that information was posted on the MIS Secure Area by ERCOT, as it became available to ERCOT;

(c)
The RMR Agreement complies with the ERCOT Protocols and is posted on the MIS Secure Area;

(d)
ERCOT evaluated:

(i)
The reasonable alternatives to a specific RMR Agreement as set forth in Section 3.14.1, Reliability Must Run, and compared the alternatives against the feasibility, cost and reliability impacts of the signed RMR Agreement;

(ii)
The timeframe in which ERCOT expects each unit to be needed for reliability; and

(iii)
The specific type and scope of reliability concerns identified for each RMR Unit.

(2)
ERCOT shall post on the MIS Secure Area, as they become available, unit-specific studies, reports, and data, that ERCOT used to justify the RMR Agreement.
(3)
Upon approval by the ERCOT Board, ERCOT shall proceed with execution of the RMR Agreement.
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