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	Comments


STEC offers these comments in response to the High Impact Transmission Element (HITE) list additions proposed at the September 27, 2016 Outage Coordination Improvement Task Force (OCITF) meeting.  
This is the first time for ERCOT and the market participants to add and remove facilities on the HITE list. It appears that the process to add and/or remove facilities is not fully defined, and the timeline to do so is less than ideal. As STEC understands the implementation of the HITE List, the bulk of the work is falls upon ERCOT’s Outage Schedulers. For this reason, STEC believes ERCOT should be involved in the review of the proposed changes to the HITE list. 
For a transmission element to be added to the HITE list, STEC believes a market participant should show their load flow analysis indicates that taking a transmission element out of service is highly likely to cause ERCOT’s SCED to re-dispatch generation and thereby cause congestion to the ERCOT market. The analysis should include the N-1 contingency (ies) and overloaded elements likely to be listed in ERCOT’s congestion reports. Any other relevant assumptions, like load level or generation patterns should be noted.
STEC is very aware that the Bruni autotransformer, as a limiting element, causes congestion in the ERCOT market. This occurs regularly when wind generation connected to LaQuinta is at a relatively high output under the N-1 contingency of an outage of the LaQuinta to Lobo 138 kV line. STEC’s experience has been that congestion is less likely to occur in this area of the transmission system when the Bruni autotransformer or at least one of the three 69 kV line sections between Bruni and Cotulla is open due to maintenance.
If a load flow analysis shows the outage of the Bruni autotransformer on its own can cause congestion and ERCOT agrees with the analysis, STEC is agreeable to adding the Bruni autotransformer to the HITE list.

