[image: image1.png]




	Date:
	October 4, 2016

	To:
	Board of Directors

	From:
	Adrianne Brandt, Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Chair

	Subject:

	Unopposed Nodal Protocol Revision Requests (NPRRs), Planning Guide Revision Requests (PGRRs) and Retail Market Guide Revision Request (RMGRR) Recommended by TAC for Approval


Issue for the ERCOT Board of Directors

	ERCOT Board of Directors Meeting Date:  October 11, 2016
Item No.: 2.1


	Issue:

Consideration of the following Revision Requests recommended for approval by TAC (with no opposing votes recorded):
· NPRR753, Allow AMS Data Submittal Process for TDSP-Read Non-Modeled Generators; 

· NPRR755, Data Agent-Only QSE Registration;
· NPRR769, Alignment with VCMRR013, Clarifications to Verifiable Cost Appeals Process; 

· NPRR775, Enhanced Implementation of Limits for Fast Responding Regulation Service; 

· NPRR778, Modifications to Date Change and Cancellation Evaluation Window; 

· NPRR779, Clarifies References to Texas Reliability Entity and Independent Market Monitor; 

· NPRR781,  Updates to Nodal Protocol Section 18, Load Profiling, to Align with Current Market Processes;
· NPRR782, Settlement of Infeasible Ancillary Services Due to Transmission Constraints;
· NPRR785, Synchronizing WGR and PVGR COPs with the Short Term Wind and PhotoVoltaic Forecasts; 

· NPRR786, Consumption Data Adjustments for Negative Load;
· NPRR787, Removal of Recipient Name Requirement for VDI Confirmations; 
· NPRR789, Publish All Mid-Term Load Forecast Results; 

· NPRR793, Clarifications to RMR RUC Commitment and Other RMR Cleanup – Urgent; 

· NPRR795, Provisions for Refunds of Capital Contributions Made in Connection with an RMR Agreement – Urgent; 

· PGRR047, FIS Department of Defense Declaration;
· PGRR048, Alignment with NPRR779, Clarifies References to Texas Reliability Entity and Independent Market Monitor;
· PGRR049, GINR Application and Fee Submittal; and
· RMGRR134, Allow AMS Data Submittal Process for TDSP-Read Non-Modeled Generators


	Background/History:

Unless otherwise noted: (i) all Market Segments were present for each vote and (ii) ERCOT Credit Staff and the Credit Work Group (Credit WG) have reviewed the revision request and do not believe it requires changes to credit monitoring activity or the calculation of liability. 
· NPRR753, Allow AMS Data Submittal Process for TDSP-Read Non-Modeled Generators [ERCOT]

Revision Description:  This NPRR allows the option of using the Advanced Metering System (AMS) data submittal process for all Transmission and/or Distribution Provider (TDSP)-read Non-Modeled Generators; and requires an Interval Data Recorder (IDR) Meter for Block Load Transfer (BLT) metering points registered for Settlements in accordance with Section 6.5.9.5.1, Registration and Posting of BLT Points.

Proposed Effective Date:  Upon implementation of Retail Market Guide Revision Request (RMGRR) 134, Allow AMS Data Submittal Process for TDSP-Read Non-Modeled Generators 
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No additional impacts to implement this NPRR beyond what is captured in the Impact Analysis for RMGRR134 (see below).
TAC Decision:  On 8/25/16, TAC unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR753 as recommended by PRS in the 8/11/16 PRS Report.  

ERCOT Opinion:  ERCOT supports approval of NPRR753.

· NPRR755, Data Agent-Only QSE Registration [ERCOT]

Revision Description:  This NPRR allows an Entity to register as a Data Agent-Only Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) for the purpose of connecting to the ERCOT Wide Area Network (WAN) as an agent for another QSE, without meeting collateral and capitalization requirements otherwise applicable to a QSE.
Proposed Effective Date:  Upon system implementation - Priority 2016; Rank 1559

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Between $60k and $90k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to Credit Monitoring and Management (CMM), Registration System (REG), Enterprise Integration (EI), Market Management System (MMS), Enterprise Information Services (EIS); ERCOT business processes will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Credit WG Review:  See 4/20/16 Credit WG comments

TAC Decision:  On 9/29/16, TAC unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR755 as recommended by PRS in the 9/15/16 PRS Report.

ERCOT Opinion:  ERCOT supports approval of NPRR755.
· NPRR769, Alignment with VCMRR013, Clarifications to Verifiable Cost Appeals Process [ERCOT]

Revision Description:  This NPRR clarifies the use of the Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) process subsequent to an appeal of ERCOT denial of verifiable costs in accordance with Verifiable Cost Manual Section 12, Appealing Rejected Verifiable Costs.  In addition, this NPRR revises Section 1.3.1.1, Items Considered Protected Information, to clarify the confidentiality of data submitted in connection with a verifiable cost appeal. 

Proposed Effective Date:  Upon implementation of Verifiable Cost Manual Revision Request (VCMRR) 013, Clarifications to Verifiable Cost Appeals Process

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
TAC Decision:  On 9/29/16, TAC unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR769 as recommended by PRS in the 9/15/16 PRS Report.
ERCOT Opinion:  ERCOT supports approval of NPRR769.

· NPRR775, Enhanced Implementation of Limits for Fast Responding Regulation Service [ERCOT]

Revision Description:  This NPRR more thoroughly implements the limits on Fast Responding Regulation Service (FRRS) that can be awarded or provided by restricting self-arrangement from Resources providing FRRS as well as providing rules concerning Real-Time scheduling.

Proposed Effective Date:  Upon system implementation - Priority 2017; Rank 1830

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Between $30k and $40k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to MMS and EIS; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
TAC Decision:  On 9/29/16, TAC unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR775 as recommended by PRS in the 9/15/16 PRS Report.
ERCOT Opinion:  ERCOT supports approval of NPRR775.

· NPRR778, Modifications to Date Change and Cancellation Evaluation Window [TX SET WG]

Revision Description:  This NPRR modifies the evaluation window for date changes and cancellations currently performed by ERCOT systems; and removes the one Retail Business Day evaluation window for date changes and cancellations in order to replace manual processes with transactional solutions.

Proposed Effective Date:  Upon system implementation - Priority 2016; Rank 1700

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Between $50k and $75k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to MarkeTrak, REG, Market Information System (MIS), and EI; ERCOT business processes will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
TAC Decision:  On 8/25/16, TAC unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR778 as recommended by PRS in the 8/11/16 PRS Report.  
ERCOT Opinion:  ERCOT supports approval of NPRR778 because it facilitates the reduction of manual processes by leveraging improved capabilities and functionality of existing retail systems.
· NPRR779, Clarifies References to Texas Reliability Entity and Independent Market Monitor [ERCOT]

Revision Description:  This NPRR clarifies references to the Texas Reliability Entity (Texas RE) and the Independent Market Monitor (IMM).  The Nodal Protocols currently refer to the Texas RE in both its capacity as the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) Regional Entity and the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) Reliability Monitor, a new term recently added to P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.503, Oversight of Wholesale Market Participants.

Proposed Effective Date:  November 1, 2016

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
TAC Decision:  On 8/25/16, TAC unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR779 as recommended by PRS in the 7/14/16 PRS Report.  
ERCOT Opinion:  ERCOT supports approval of NPRR779.

· NPRR781, Updates to Nodal Protocol Section 18, Load Profiling, to Align with Current Market Processes [PWG]

Revision Description:  This NPRR updates Protocol language related to Load Profiling to clarify purpose and definitions, update current processes and methodologies, and remove outdated processes and practices.

Proposed Effective Date:  November 1, 2016

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
TAC Decision:  On 9/29/16, TAC unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR781 as recommended by PRS in the 7/14/16 PRS Report.  
ERCOT Opinion:  ERCOT supports approval of NPRR781 because it aligns the Nodal Protocols with current ERCOT practices.

· NPRR782, Settlement of Infeasible Ancillary Services Due to Transmission Constraints [ERCOT]

Revision Description:  This NPRR removes inconsistencies in Protocol language with a change to the equations governing the Settlement of Ancillary Services for Resources that are not able to deliver on their Ancillary Service responsibilities due to transmission constraints.

Proposed Effective Date:  Upon system implementation - Priority 2016; Rank 1730

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Between $60k and $90k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to Settlements and Billing (S&B), MMS, Commercial Systems Integration (CSI), and REG; ERCOT business processes will be updated; ERCOT grid operations and practices will be updated.
TAC Decision:  On 8/25/16, TAC unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR782 as recommended by PRS in the 8/11/16 PRS Report.
ERCOT Opinion:  ERCOT supports approval of NPRR782.
· NPRR785, Synchronizing WGR and PVGR COPs with the Short Term Wind and PhotoVoltaic Forecasts [ERCOT]

Revision Description:  This NPRR enables ERCOT to automatically prepopulate Current Operating Plans (COPs) for Wind-powered Generation Resources (WGRs) and PhotoVoltaic Generation Resources (PVGRs) with the most recent forecast for the next 168 hours.

Proposed Effective Date:  Upon system implementation - Priority 2016; Rank 1740

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Between $35k and $45k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to MMS and EI; ERCOT business processes will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
TAC Decision:  On 8/25/16, TAC unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR785 as recommended by PRS in the 8/11/16 PRS Report as amended by the 8/23/16 Luminant comments.  
ERCOT Opinion:  ERCOT supports approval of NPRR785.
· NPRR786, Consumption Data Adjustments for Negative Load [ERCOT]

Revision Description:  This NPRR corrects the allocation of Transmission Losses, Distribution Losses and Unaccounted for Energy (UFE) so that instances of negative Load do not result in loss or UFE allocations. 

Proposed Effective Date:  Upon system implementation of NPRR746, Adjustments Due to Negative Load

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Less than $10k (O&M); no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to S&B; ERCOT business processes will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
TAC Decision:  On 8/25/16, TAC unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR786 as recommended by PRS in the 8/11/16 PRS Report.  
ERCOT Opinion:  ERCOT supports approval of NPRR786.
· NPRR787, Removal of Recipient Name Requirement for VDI Confirmations [ERCOT]

Revision Description:  This NPRR removes the requirement for the QSE recipient of a Verbal Dispatch Instruction (VDI) confirmation to include the name of the individual that received the VDI confirmation within the electronic acknowledgement.

Proposed Effective Date:  November 1, 2016

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
TAC Decision:  On 8/25/16, TAC unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR787 as recommended by PRS in the 8/11/16 PRS Report.  
ERCOT Opinion:  ERCOT supports approval of NPRR787.
· NPRR789, Publish All Mid-Term Load Forecast Results [Citigroup]

Revision Description:  This NPRR publishes the results of all of ERCOT’s Mid-Term Load Forecasts (MTLFs), as well as indicating which forecast is currently in use by ERCOT Operations.
Proposed Effective Date:  Upon system implementation - Priority 2017; Rank 1840

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Between $30k and $40k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to Energy Management System (EMS), MIS, Current Day Reports (CDR), and ERCOT.com; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
TAC Decision:  On 9/29/16, TAC unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR789 as recommended by PRS in the 9/15/16 PRS Report.
ERCOT Opinion:  ERCOT supports approval of NPRR789 as it provides increased data transparency to the market regarding MTLFs.
· NPRR793, Clarifications to RMR RUC Commitment and Other RMR Cleanups – Urgent [ERCOT]

Revision Description:  This NPRR provides clarification and alignment with current operational and financial practices as well as NPRR442, Energy Offer Curve Requirement for Generation Resources Providing Reliability Must-Run Service.  This NPRR also provides a means of operating a Reliability Must-Run (RMR) Unit to ensure the RMR Unit is not unintentionally Reliability Unit Commitment (RUC)-committed before other Resources.

Proposed Effective Date:  October 12, 2016
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; ERCOT business processes will be updated; ERCOT grid operations and practices will be updated.
TAC Decision:  On 9/29/16, TAC unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR793 as recommended by PRS in the 9/15/16 PRS Report with a recommended effective date of October 12, 2016.
ERCOT Opinion:  ERCOT supports approval of NPRR793.
· NPRR795, Provisions for Refunds of Capital Contributions Made in Connection with an RMR Agreement – Urgent [ERCOT]

Revision Description:  This NPRR creates a mechanism by which capital expenditures funded by ERCOT under an RMR Agreement may be refunded subsequent to the termination of the RMR Agreement.

Proposed Effective Date:  October 12, 2016

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; ERCOT business processes will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
TAC Decision:  On 9/29/16, TAC unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR795 as recommended by PRS in the 9/15/16 PRS Report as amended by the 9/28/16 TIEC comments and as revised by TAC.
ERCOT Opinion:  ERCOT supports approval of NPRR795.
· PGRR047, FIS Department of Defense Declaration [ERCOT]

Revision Description: This PGRR requires Interconnecting Entities (IEs) seeking a Full Interconnection Study (FIS) to submit a declaration to ERCOT concerning the applicability and status of reviews by the Department of Defense (DOD) and/or the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) for the proposed Generation Resource.
Proposed Effective Date:  November 1, 2016

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; ERCOT business processes will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
TAC Decision:  On 8/25/16, TAC unanimously voted to recommend approval of PGRR047 as recommended by ROS in the 8/4/16 ROS Report.  
ERCOT Opinion:  ERCOT support approval of PGRR047.

· PGRR048, Alignment with NPRR779, Clarifies References to Texas Reliability Entity and Independent Market Monitor [ERCOT]

Revision Description: This PGRR clarifies references to the Texas RE and the IMM.  The Planning Guide currently refers to the Texas RE in both its capacity as the NERC Regional Entity and the PUCT Reliability Monitor, a new term recently added to P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.503.  This PGRR modifies uses of the term “Texas Reliability Entity” to more accurately reflect distinct references to the NERC Regional Entity and the PUCT Reliability Monitor, and clarifies that the IMM is an included party in several provisions related to the ERCOT stakeholder process.

Proposed Effective Date:  November 1, 2016

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
TAC Decision:  On 8/25/16, TAC unanimously voted to recommend approval of PGRR048 as recommended by ROS in the 8/4/16 ROS Report and as revised by TAC.  
ERCOT Opinion:  ERCOT supports approval of PGRR048.
· PGRR049, GINR Application and Fee Submittal [ERCOT]

Revision Description: This PGRR removes the option to submit Generation Interconnection or Change Request (GINR) applications via standard mail and facsimile, and also updates the mailing address for GINR payments to be sent directly to ERCOT Treasury instead of the ERCOT System Planning department.
Proposed Effective Date:  November 1, 2016

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
TAC Decision:  On 8/25/16, TAC unanimously voted to recommend approval of PGRR049 as recommended by ROS in the 8/4/16 ROS Report.  
ERCOT Opinion:  ERCOT supports approval of PGRR049.
· RMGRR134, Allow AMS Data Submittal Process for TDSP-Read Non-Modeled Generators [ERCOT]

Revision Description: This RMGRR allows the option of using the AMS data submittal process for all TDSP-read Non-Modeled Generators, and reorganizes Section 7.14, Out-flow Energy from Distributed Generation Facilities, and its subsections to clarify processes for unregistered Distributed Generation (DG) versus registered Non-Modeled Generators.
Proposed Effective Date:  Upon system implementation - Priority 2017; Rank 1810
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Between $30k and $40k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to S&B; ERCOT business processes will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
TAC Decision:  On 8/25/16, TAC unanimously voted to recommend approval of RMGRR134 as recommended by RMS in the 8/2/16 RMS Report.  
ERCOT Opinion:  ERCOT supports approval of RMGRR134.
The TAC Reports and Impact Analyses for these Revision Requests are included in the ERCOT Board meeting materials which can found at the following link:

http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2016/10/11/76339-BOARD
In addition, these Revision Requests and supporting materials are posted on the ERCOT website at the following links: 

http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/issues/nprr
http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/issues/pgrr
http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/issues/rmgrr 



	Key Factors Influencing Issue:

The PRS met, discussed the issues, and submitted reports to TAC regarding NPRRs 753, 755, 769, 775, 778, 779, 781, 782, 785, 786, 787, 789, 793 and 795.
The ROS met, discussed the issues, and submitted reports to TAC regarding PGRRs 047, 048 and 049.
The RMS met, discussed the issues, and submitted a report to TAC regarding RMGRR134.

TAC considered the issues and voted to take action on NPRRs 753, 755, 769, 775, 778, 779, 781, 782, 785, 786, 787, 789, 793 and 795; PGRRs 047, 048 and 049; and RMGRR134.


	Conclusion/Recommendation:

As more specifically described above, TAC recommends that the ERCOT Board approve NPRRs 753, 755, 769, 775, 778, 779, 781, 782, 785, 786, 787, 789, 793 and 795; PGRRs 047, 048 and 049; and RMGRR134.



ELECTRIC RELIABILITY COUNCIL OF TEXAS, INC.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, after due consideration of the alternatives, the Board of Directors (Board) of Electric Reliability Council of Texas, Inc. (ERCOT) deems it desirable and in the best interest of ERCOT to approve the following Nodal Protocol Revision Requests (NPRRs), Planning Guide Revision Requests (PGRRs) and Retail Market Guide Revision Request (RMGRR) recommended by the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) for approval:
· NPRR753, Allow AMS Data Submittal Process for TDSP-Read Non-Modeled Generators;
· NPRR755, Data Agent-Only QSE Registration;
· NPRR769, Alignment with VCMRR013, Clarifications to Verifiable Cost Appeals Process; 

· NPRR775, Enhanced Implementation of Limits for Fast Responding Regulation Service; 

· NPRR778, Modifications to Date Change and Cancellation Evaluation Window; 

· NPRR779, Clarifies References to Texas Reliability Entity and Independent Market Monitor; 

· NPRR781,  Updates to Nodal Protocol Section 18, Load Profiling, to Align with Current Market Processes;
· NPRR782, Settlement of Infeasible Ancillary Services Due to Transmission Constraints;
· NPRR785, Synchronizing WGR and PVGR COPs with the Short Term Wind and PhotoVoltaic Forecasts; 

· NPRR786, Consumption Data Adjustments for Negative Load;
· NPRR787, Removal of Recipient Name Requirement for VDI Confirmations; 
· NPRR789, Publish All Mid-Term Load Forecast Results; 

· NPRR793, Clarifications to RMR RUC Commitment and Other RMR Cleanup – Urgent; 

· NPRR795, Provisions for Refunds of Capital Contributions Made in Connection with an RMR Agreement – Urgent; 

· PGRR047, FIS Department of Defense Declaration;
· PGRR048, Alignment with NPRR779, Clarifies References to Texas Reliability Entity and Independent Market Monitor;
· PGRR049, GINR Application and Fee Submittal; and
· RMGRR134, Allow AMS Data Submittal Process for TDSP-Read Non-Modeled Generators.
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the ERCOT Board hereby approves NPRRs 753, 755, 769, 775, 778, 779, 781, 782, 785, 786, 787, 789, 793 and 795; PGRRs 047, 048 and 049; and RMGRR134.
CORPORATE SECRETARY’S CERTIFICATE
I, Vickie G. Leady, Assistant Corporate Secretary of ERCOT, do hereby certify that, at its October 11, 2016 meeting, the ERCOT Board passed a motion approving the above Resolution by ______.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ___ day of October 2016.

______________________________

Vickie G. Leady
Assistant Corporate Secretary
Item 2.1
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