MEMO
PRS Memo to 9/29/16 TAC

Date:
September 29, 2016
To:
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Representatives

From:
Amanda Frazier, Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS) Chair
Subject: Nodal Protocol Revision Requests (NPRRs) and System Change Requests (SCRs)
	Issue: 
Consideration of the following NPRRs recommended for approval by PRS:

· NPRR755, Data Agent-Only QSE Registration [ERCOT]

· NPRR769, Alignment with VCMRR013, Clarifications to Verifiable Cost Appeals Process [ERCOT]

· NPRR775, Enhanced Implementation of Limits for Fast Responding Regulation Service [ERCOT]

· NPRR788, RMR Study Modifications –  URGENT [LCRA]

· NPRR789, Publish All Mid-Term Load Forecast Results [Citigroup]

· NPRR793, Clarifications to RMR RUC Commitment and Other RMR Cleanup – URGENT [ERCOT]

· NPRR795, Provisions for Refunds of Capital Contributions Made in Connection with an RMR Agreement – URGENT [ERCOT]

	Background/History: 
Unless otherwise noted: (i) all Market Segments were present for each vote and (ii) ERCOT Credit Staff and the Credit Work Group (Credit WG) have reviewed the revision request and do not believe it requires changes to credit monitoring activity or the calculation of liability. 
Revision Requests Recommended for Approval
· NPRR755, Data Agent-Only QSE Registration [ERCOT]

Proposed Effective Date:  Upon system implementation - Priority 2016; Rank 1559
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Between $60k and $90k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to Credit Monitoring and Management (CMM), Registration System (REG), Enterprise Integration (EI), Market Management System (MMS), Enterprise Information Services (EIS); ERCOT business processes will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR allows an Entity to register as a Data Agent-Only Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) for the purpose of connecting to the ERCOT Wide Area Network (WAN) as an agent for another QSE, without meeting collateral and capitalization requirements otherwise applicable to a QSE.
PRS Decision:  On 4/14/16, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR755 as amended by the 3/14/16 ERCOT comments.  There was one opposing vote from the Independent Generator Market Segment and two abstentions from the Investor Owned Utility (IOU) and Independent Power Marketer (IPM) Market Segments.  On 9/15/16, PRS voted to endorse and forward to TAC the 5/12/16 PRS Report as amended by the 5/10/16 ERCOT comments and the Impact Analysis for NPRR755 with a recommended priority of 2016 and rank of 1559.  There was one opposing vote from the Independent Generator Market Segment and one abstention from the IPM Market Segment.

Credit WG Review:  See 4/20/16 Credit WG comments
· NPRR769, Alignment with VCMRR013, Clarifications to Verifiable Cost Appeals Process [ERCOT]

Proposed Effective Date:  Upon system implementation of Verifiable Cost Manual Revision Request (VCMRR) 013, Clarifications to Verifiable Cost Appeals Process
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR clarifies Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) language to clarify the use of the ADR process subsequent to an appeal of ERCOT denial of verifiable costs in accordance with Verifiable Cost Manual Section 12, Appealing Rejected Verifiable Costs.  In addition, revisions are proposed to Section 1, Overview, to clarify the confidentiality of data submitted in connection with a verifiable cost appeal. 
PRS Decision:  On 8/11/16, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR769 as amended by the 6/7/16 Luminant comments.  On 9/15/16, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward to TAC the 8/11/16 PRS Report as amended by the 9/6/16 Luminant comments as revised by PRS and the Impact Analysis for NPRR769.
· NPRR775, Enhanced Implementation of Limits for Fast Responding Regulation Service [ERCOT]

Proposed Effective Date:  Upon system implementation - Priority 2017; Rank 1830
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Between $30k and $40k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to MMS and EIS; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR more thoroughly implements the limits on Fast Responding Regulation Service (FRRS) that can be awarded or provided by restricting self-arrangement from Resources providing FRRS as well as providing rules concerning Real-Time scheduling.
PRS Decision:  On 8/11/16, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR775 as submitted.  There was one abstention from the Independent Retail Electric Provider (IREP) Market Segment.  On 9/15/16, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward to TAC the 8/11/16 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR775 with a recommended priority of 2017 and rank of 1830.

· NPRR788, RMR Study Modifications – URGENT [LCRA]
Proposed Effective Date:  To be determined

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  To be determined
Revision Description:  This NPRR modifies the requirement for Reliability Must-Run (RMR) studies to use processes consistent with ERCOT planning studies.  In addition, this NPRR introduces a new requirement that a potential RMR Unit must have a meaningful impact on the expected transmission overload to be considered for an RMR Agreement.

PRS Decision:  On 8/11/16, PRS voted to grant NPRR788 Urgent status.  There was one opposing vote from the Municipal Market Segment.  PRS then unanimously voted to table NPRR788 and refer the issue to ROS and WMS.  On 9/15/16, PRS voted via roll call vote to recommend approval of NPRR788 as amended by the 9/14/16 Luminant comments as revised by PRS; and to forward to TAC.  There were five opposing votes from the Consumer, Independent Generator, and IOU (3) Market Segments and one abstention from the IOU Market Segment.
· NPRR789, Publish All Mid-Term Load Forecast Results [ERCOT]

Proposed Effective Date:  Upon system implementation - Priority 2017; Rank 1840
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Between $30k and $40k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to Energy Management System (EMS), Market Information System (MIS), Current Day Reports (CDR), and ERCOT.com; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR publishes the results of all of ERCOT’s Mid-Term Load Forecasts (MTLFs), as well as indicating which forecast is currently in use by ERCOT Operations.
PRS Decision:  On 8/11/16, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR789 as amended by the 7/26/16 ERCOT comments.  On 9/15/16, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward to TAC the 8/11/16 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR789 with a recommended priority of 2017 and rank of 1840.

· NPRR793, Clarifications to RMR RUC Commitment and Other RMR Cleanups – URGENT [ERCOT]
Proposed Effective Date:  November 1, 2016
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; ERCOT business processes will be updated; ERCOT grid operations and practices will be updated.
Revision Description:  This NPRR provides clarification and alignment with current operational and financial practices as well as NPRR442, Energy Offer Curve Requirement for Generation Resources Providing Reliability Must-Run Service.  This NPRR also provides a means of operating an RMR Resource to ensure the RMR Resource is not unintentionally Reliability Unit Commitment (RUC)-committed before other Resources.
PRS Decision:  On 9/15/16, PRS unanimously voted to grant NPRR793 urgent status.  PRS then unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR793 as amended by the 8/25/16 ERCOT comments; and to forward the Impact Analysis to TAC.
· NPRR795, Provisions for Refunds of Capital Contributions Made in Connection with an RMR Agreement – URGENT [ERCOT]
Proposed Effective Date:  October 12, 2016
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; ERCOT business processes will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR creates a mechanism by which capital expenditures funded by ERCOT under an RMR Agreement may be refunded subsequent to the termination of the RMR Agreement.
PRS Decision:  On 8/11/16, PRS unanimously voted to grant NPRR795 Urgent status.  On 9/15/16, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR795 as amended by the 9/12/16 Reliant comments with a recommended effective date of October 12, 2016; and to forward the Impact Analysis to TAC.
Revision Requests Rejected
None
Revision Requests Withdrawn
None

Status of Pending Revision Requests (For Information Purposes Only):

Revision Requests Scheduled for Impact Analysis Review and Priority Assignment (if applicable) at the October 13, 2016 PRS Meeting   
· NPRR783, Revision of Network Operations Model Consistency Audit Requirement [ERCOT]

· NPRR790, Addition of Phase Angle Limits to the Network Operations Model [ERCOT]

· NPRR791, Clarifications to IEL, MCE and Aggregate Amount Owed by Breaching Party [ERCOT]

· NPRR797, Actual Load by Forecast Zone Report and Display [Reliant]

· NPRR801, Non-Controllable Load Resource MW in PRC [ERCOT]

Revision Requests Deferred or Tabled and/or Pending Input from Another Subcommittee
· NPRR562, Subsynchronous Resonance [ERCOT]

· NPRR697, Disclosure of Protected Information for Research and Coordination Purposes [ERCOT]

· NPRR759, Segmentation of the Total New Capacity Estimate in the ERCOT CDR [PLWG]

· NPRR768, Revisions to Real-Time On-Line Reliability Deployment Price Adder Categories [ERCOT]

· NPRR772, Clarification of Process for Transmission Outages Related to a Service Disconnection Request for a Generation Resource [Oncor]

· NPRR776, Voltage Set Point Communication [ERCOT]

· NPRR777, ERCOT-directed Dispatch of Price-Responsive Distributed Generation [SENA]

· NPRR792, Changing Special Protection System (SPS) to Remedial Action Scheme (RAS) [ERCOT]

· NPRR794, Relocation of Unregistered DG Reporting Requirements [ERCOT]

· NPRR796, Extended Character Set Clean Up [ ERCOT]

· NPRR798, Additional CRR Accounts Request [BP Energy]

· NPRR799, Updates to Outages of Transmission Facilities [DC Energy]

· NPRR800, Revisions to Credit Exposure Calculations to Use Electricity Futures Market Prices [ERCOT]

· SCR785, Update RTL calculation to include Real-Time Reserve Price Adder based components [ERCOT]

New Revision Requests Scheduled for Consideration at the October 13, 2016 PRS Meeting
None at this time
These Revision Requests and supporting materials are posted on the ERCOT website at the following link: 

http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/issues/nprr
http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/issues/scr
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