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	NPRR Number
	772
	NPRR Title
	Clarification of Process for Transmission Outages Related to a Service Disconnection Request for a Generation Resource

	Date Posted
	May 5, 2016

	
	

	Requested Resolution 
	Normal

	Nodal Protocol Sections Requiring Revision 
	3.1.5.1, ERCOT Evaluation of Planned Outage and Maintenance Outage of Transmission Facilities

	Related Documents Requiring Revision/Related Revision Requests
	None

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) clarifies that the Planned Outage for Transmission Facilities process outlined in ERCOT Protocols Section 3.1, Outage Coordination, will be used for the scenario where an authorized disconnection of services is requested of a Transmission and/or Distribution Service Provider (TDSP) for a Generation Resource.  This does not place any additional requirements on any Market Participant.

	Reason for Revision
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  Addresses current operational issues.
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  Meets Strategic goals (tied to the ERCOT Strategic Plan or directed by the ERCOT Board).
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  Market efficiencies or enhancements
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  Administrative
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  Regulatory requirements
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  Other:  (explain)
This revision clarifies current operational practices that would be used by TDSPs upon receipt of a valid request from a Retail Electric Provider (REP) to disconnect a generator for non-pay.
(please select all that apply)

	Business Case
	During discussions of Retail Market Guide Revision Request (RMGRR) 132, NOIE Disconnect and Reconnect Process, it was identified that there is some unclarity in the ERCOT Protocols and Market Guides related to service disconnection requests for Generation Resources.

16 Tex. Admin. Code § 25.483, Disconnection of Service, currently outlines provisions for REPs to request a disconnection of services from a Transmission Distribution Utility (TDU) for customers that do not follow certain criteria as outlined in the rule.  When a Generation Resource consumes net Load for a billing period, the Resource owner is considered a Customer.  If a Resource owner meets one of the criterion in the rule, a REP may request a disconnection of service for the Generation Resource.  There is currently unclarity in the ERCOT Protocols on what the process is for a Transmission Service Provider (TSP) to complete the disconnection.

This NPRR provides clarity to the market that a TDSP would use the Planned Outage process in Nodal Protocols Setion 3.1 to submit an outage for a Generation Resource in order to disconnect services based on a valid request.
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	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


3.1.5.1
ERCOT Evaluation of Planned Outage and Maintenance Outage of Transmission Facilities

(1)
TSPs and Resource Entities shall request a Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage for their respective Transmission Facilities (i.e. Transmission Facilities owned by such Entities) that are part of the ERCOT Transmission Grid and defined in the Network Operations Model.  For Resource Entities within a Private Use Network, this only includes Transmission Facilities at the Point of Interconnection (POI).  Specifically, such requests shall be made when a relevant Transmission Facility will be removed from its normal service.  For TSP requests, the TSPs shall enter such requests in the Outage Scheduler.  For Resource Entity requests, ERCOT shall enter such requests in the Outage Scheduler on behalf of the Resource Entity.  ERCOT’s obligation to enter outage requests for Resource Entities is valid only for the purposes of Transmission Facilities Outage Scheduler entry requirements prescribed by the ERCOT Protocols and Operating Guides. ERCOT’s obligations hereunder do not create any legal obligation or responsibility related to any other legal obligations applicable to a Resource Entity.  ERCOT’s obligation shall terminate upon the implementation of system changes that enable Resource Entities to perform this function.  Planned Outages or Maintenance Outages for Electrical Buses will be treated as consequentially outaged Transmission Elements.  In those cases where a TSP enters the breaker and switch statuses associated with an Electrical Bus, a downstream topology processor will evaluate the breakers and switches associated with the applicable Electrical Bus to determine if the Electrical Bus is consequentially outaged, and to thereby designate the status of the Electrical Bus.  Proposed Transmission Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage information submitted by a TSP or Resource Entity in accordance with this Section constitutes a request for ERCOT’s approval of the Outage Schedule associated with the Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage.  ERCOT is not deemed to have approved the Outage Schedule associated with the Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage until ERCOT notifies the TSP or Resource Entity of its approval under procedures adopted by ERCOT.  Once ERCOT posts a Resource Entity Transmission Facility Outage request on the MIS Secure Area, the Resource Entity shall review the submitted Outage for accuracy and request that ERCOT submit modifications if necessary.  ERCOT shall evaluate requests under Section 3.1.5.11, Evaluation of Transmission Facilities Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage Requests. 

	[NPRR219:  Replace paragraph (1) above with the following upon system implementation:]
(1)
A TSP or Resource Entity shall request a Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage when any Transmission Facility that is part of the ERCOT Transmission Grid and defined in the Network Operations Model will be removed from its normal service.  For Resource Entities within a Private Use Network, this only includes Transmission Facilities at the Point of Interconnection (POI).  For TSP requests, the TSPs shall enter such requests in the Outage Scheduler.  For Resource Entity requests, the Resource Entity shall enter such requests in the Outage Scheduler.  Planned Outages or Maintenance Outages for Electrical Buses will be treated as consequentially outaged Transmission Elements.  In those cases where a TSP enters the breaker and switch statuses associated with an Electrical Bus, a downstream topology processor will evaluate the breakers and switches associated with the applicable Electrical Bus to determine if the Electrical Bus is consequentially outaged, and to thereby designate the status of the Electrical Bus.  Proposed Transmission Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage information submitted by a TSP or Resource Entity in accordance with this Section constitutes a request for ERCOT’s approval of the Outage Schedule associated with the Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage.  ERCOT is not deemed to have approved the Outage Schedule associated with the Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage until ERCOT notifies the TSP or Resource Entity of its approval under procedures adopted by ERCOT.  ERCOT shall evaluate requests under Section 3.1.5.11, Evaluation of Transmission Facilities Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage Requests.


(2)
ERCOT shall review and approve Planned Outages and Maintenance Outages of Transmission Facilities schedules.  ERCOT shall transmit its approvals and rejections to TSPs via the ERCOT Outage Scheduler.  Once approved, ERCOT may not withdraw its approval except under the conditions described in Section 3.1.5.7, Withdrawal of Approval and Rescheduling of Approved Planned Outages and Maintenance Outages of Transmission Facilities. 

(3)
Private Use Network Outage requests submitted pursuant to this Section shall not be publicly posted.
(4)
Upon receiving a request to disconnect a Customer for non-payment in accordance with Applicable Legal Authorities (ALAs) and as described in the Retail Market Guide, where that Customer is collocated with a Resource and the disconnection of the Customer will also cause the disconnection of the Resource, a TSP may enter a request in the Outage Scheduler for an Outage of any Transmission Facilities interconnecting that Customer to the ERCOT System.  Any Outage requested or taken pursuant to this Section shall be treated as a Planned Outage for all purposes under the Protocols.  For any such Outage request, the requesting TSP shall enter an Outage end date that is seven days from the date of the requested start date.  If the TSP has not received a reconnect for non-payment request as described in the Retail Market Guide, the TSP shall enter an additional Planned Outage request in the Outage Scheduler pursuant to this paragraph.
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