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Minutes of the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Meeting

ERCOT Austin – 7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744

Thursday, May 26, 2016 – 9:30 a.m.

Attendance

Members:

	Adair, Marshall
	Residential Consumer
	

	Allen, Thresa
	Iberdrola Renewables
	

	Bailey, Dan
	Garland Power and Light
	

	Barnes, Bill
	Reliant Energy Retail Services
	

	Blakey, Eric
	Just Energy
	

	Boyd, Phillip
	City of Lewisville
	

	Brandt, Adrianne
	CPS Energy
	

	Coleman, Diana
	OPUC
	

	Cunningham, Lance
	Denton Municipal Electric
	

	Emesih, Valentine
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	English, Barksdale
	Austin Energy
	

	Flowers, BJ
	Sharyland Utilities
	

	Frazier, Amanda
	Luminant
	

	Goff, Eric
	Citigroup Energy
	

	Greer, Clayton
	Morgan Stanley
	

	Hastings, David
	SESCO
	

	Helton, Bob
	GDF Suez
	

	Lange, Clif
	STEC
	

	Messer, Tayaun
	Rayburn Country
	

	Minnix, Kyle
	Brazos Electric
	

	Morris, Sandy
	Direct Energy
	

	Pridgeon, Marcus
	CMC Steel Texas
	

	Ross, Richard
	AEPSC
	

	Smith, Bill
	Air Liquide
	

	Stephenson, Randa
	LCRA
	

	Thurnher, Greg
	Shell Energy
	


The following proxies were assigned:

· Randy Jones to Bob Helton

· Clint Sandidge to Bill Barnes

Guests:

	Abbott, Kristin
	PUCT
	Via Teleconference

	Ainspan, Malcom
	NRG
	Via Teleconference

	Arrigo, Garrett
	Shell
	Via Teleconference

	Bell, Wendell
	TPPA
	

	Bern, Alan
	Oncor
	

	Bevill, Jennifer
	CES
	

	Bevill, Rob
	EE Partnership
	Via Teleconference

	Blakey, Eric
	Just Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Bojorquez, Bill
	Sharyland
	

	Booth, Daniel
	Calpine
	Via Teleconference

	Carpenter, Jeremy
	Tenaska Power Services
	

	Checkley, Jim
	Cross Texas Transmission
	

	Clark, Jack
	NextEra Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Cripe, Ramsey
	Schneider Engineering
	

	Crozier, Richard
	BPUB
	

	Deane, Marianne
	NextEra Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Denney, Kristi
	Potomac Economics
	

	Donohoo, Ken
	Oncor
	

	Dotson-Westphalen, Peter
	CPower
	Via Teleconference

	Downey, Marty
	Viridity Energy
	

	Dyer, Jake
	Texas Coalition Affordable Power
	

	Graham, Greg
	Texas Reliability Entity
	Via Teleconference

	Haley, Ian
	Luminant
	Via Teleconference

	Hastings, David
	MICS
	Via Teleconference

	Hellinghausen, Bill
	EDF
	

	Henson, Martha
	Oncor
	

	Hoatson, Tom
	LS Power
	Via Teleconference

	Jerrard, Molly
	EnerNoc
	Via Teleconference

	Jewell, Michael
	Jewell and Associates
	Via Teleconference

	Ji, Weijun
	Austin Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Jones, Liz
	Oncor
	

	Juricek, Mike
	Oncor
	Via Teleconference

	Kee, David
	CPS Energy
	

	Kershaw, Ray
	ITC Transco
	Via Teleconference

	Kleckner, Tom
	RTO Insider
	

	Kremling, Barry
	GVEC
	

	Lange, Andreas
	Siemens
	Via Teleconference

	Lee, Jim
	AEP
	

	Lyons, Chris
	Exelon
	Via Teleconference

	McAndrew, Thomas
	Enchanted Rock
	Via Teleconference

	McKeever, Debbie
	Oncor
	

	Myers, Brad
	AEP
	Via Teleconference

	Nease, Nelson
	
	Via Teleconference

	Odanga, Monsherra
	Oncor
	Via Teleconference

	Owens, Frank
	Cross Texas Transmission
	Via Teleconference

	Penney, David
	Texas Reliability Entity
	Via Teleconference

	Peters, Patrick
	CNP
	

	Power, David
	Public Citizen
	Via Teleconference

	Rehfeldt, Diana
	TNMP
	Via Teleconference

	Ricketts, David
	TXU
	Via Teleconference

	Roahn, Adam
	Enchanted Rock
	Via Teleconference

	Sams, Bryan
	NRG
	

	Schatz, John
	TXU Energy
	

	Scott, Kathy
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Seif, Dan
	The Butler Firm
	

	Siddiqi, Shams
	Crescent Power
	

	Smith, Caitlin
	Clearesult
	Via Teleconference

	Spankuch, Andrew
	Source Power and Gas
	Via Teleconference

	Staples, Boone
	Tenaska
	Via Teleconference

	Sweeny, Rory
	RTO Insider
	

	Trefny, Floyd
	
	Via Teleconference

	Trenary, Michelle
	Tenaska Power Services
	Via Teleconference

	White, Lauri
	AEP Texas
	

	Whitehurst, Stacy
	TNMP
	

	Whittle, Brandon
	Megawatt Analytics
	

	Wible, Jason
	Department of Energy
	

	Wise, Michael
	GSEC
	

	Wittmeyer, Bob
	DME
	

	Woodruff, Taylor
	Oncor
	

	Yu, Ann
	CES
	Via Teleconference

	Zake, Diana
	Lone Star Transmission
	

	Zerwas, Rebecca Reed
	NRG
	

	Zhou, Feng
	Direct Energy
	Via Teleconference


ERCOT Staff:

	Albracht, Brittney
	
	

	Billo, Jeff
	
	

	Bivens, Carrie
	
	Via Teleconference

	Bivens, Danny
	
	

	Boren, Ann
	
	

	Boswell, Bill
	
	Via Teleconference

	Chang, Sean
	
	Via Teleconference

	Chen, Jian
	
	Via Teleconference

	Chu, Zhengguo
	
	Via Teleconference

	Coon, Patrick
	
	Via Teleconference

	Garcia, Freddy
	
	Via Teleconference

	Giarratano, Alex
	
	Via Teleconference

	Gilbertson, Jeff
	
	Via Teleconference

	Gnanam, Prabhu
	
	

	Guo, Jack
	
	Via Teleconference

	Hamann, James
	
	Via Teleconference

	Hanson, Kevin
	
	Via Teleconference

	Hu, Hailong
	
	Via Teleconference

	Jin, Julie
	
	Via Teleconference

	Landry, Kelly
	
	Via Teleconference

	Lazarus, Dana
	
	

	Levine, Jonathan
	
	

	Littlefield, Jennifer
	
	Via Teleconference

	Liu, Cong
	
	

	Maggio, Dave
	
	Via Teleconference

	Mago, Nitika
	
	

	Manning, Brian
	
	Via Teleconference

	Matevosjana, Julia
	
	Via Teleconference

	Mele, Cheryl
	
	

	Mereness, Matt
	
	Via Teleconference

	Moreno, Angela
	
	Via Teleconference

	Orr, Rob
	
	Via Teleconference

	Pabbisetty, Suresh
	
	Via Teleconference

	Phillips, Cory
	
	

	Reed, Bobby
	
	Via Teleconference

	Ricaud, Leon
	
	Via Teleconference

	Richardson, Ben
	
	

	Thompson, Chad
	
	Via Teleconference

	Thompson, David
	
	Via Teleconference

	Thurman, Kathryn
	
	Via Teleconference

	Tozer, Matt
	
	Via Teleconference

	Tucker, Don
	
	Via Teleconference

	Wattles, Paul
	
	Via Teleconference


Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.
2016 TAC Chair Randa Stephenson called the May 26, 2016 TAC meeting to order at 9:31 a.m.

	Antitrust Admonition
Ms. Stephenson directed attention to the displayed Antitrust Admonition, and noted that the Antitrust Guidelines are available for review on ercot.com.



	Approval of TAC Meeting Minutes (see Key Documents)

March 31, 2016

April 28, 2016

Bob Helton moved to approve the March 31, and April 28, 2016 TAC meeting minutes as submitted.  Thresa Allen seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.



	Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS) Report (see Key Documents)

Alan Bern reviewed recent ROS activities and presented Revision Requests for TAC consideration.
Parking Deck Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) 050, Resolution of Reporting Issues Related to NPRR219 
Amanda Frazier moved to recommend approval of the revised Impact Analysis for NOGRR050 as recommended by the Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS) in the 5/5/16 ROS Report.  Mr. Helton seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Valentine Emesih cautioned consumers of the reports that work remains to be done to accurately reflect metrics.



	Appeal of NOGRR149, Revision to Definition of Transmission Operator

Clif Lange moved to table the appeal of NOGRR149 for two months.  Sandy Morris seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.



	Wholesale Market Subcommittee (WMS) Report (see Key Documents)

Jeremy Carpenter reviewed recent WMS activities and presented Revision Requests for WMS consideration.
Verifiable Cost Manual Revision Request (VCMRR) 009, Calculation of the Minimum Requirements Fee
Market Participants provided revisions to the description of VCMRR009.  Adrianne Brandt encouraged WMS to review appropriate treatments for other fixed costs and thanked WMS for its diligence.  

Ms. Frazier moved to approve VCMRR009 as recommended by WMS in the 5/4/16 WMS Report as revised by TAC.  Mr. Helton seconded the motion.  The motion carried with one abstention from the Independent Retail Electric Provider (IREP) Market Segment (Noble Americas).
VCMRR014, Revise Fuel Adder Factor for Coal and Lignite Resources – URGENT 
Market Participants debated including a sunset date for VCMRR014; proponents noted that it would provide an incentive to develop an index price for coal-fired and lignite-fired Resources.  
Barksdale English moved to approve VCMRR014 as recommended by WMS in the 5/4/16 WMS Report with a sunset date of June 1, 2018.  Bill Barnes seconded the motion.  The motion carried with four abstentions from the Consumer (City of Eastland), IREP (Noble Americas), and Investor Owned Utility (IOU) (CenterPoint Energy, Sharyland) Market Segments.

Reliability Must-Run (RMR) Workshop

Market Participants discussed that, as follow-up to the May 24, 2016 RMR Workshop and resultant issues list, ERCOT Staff will take to lead to develop Revision Request language pertaining to issues highlighted on the list.

	Retail Market Subcommittee (RMS) Report (see Key Documents)
Kathy Scott reviewed recent RMS activities and presented Revisions Requests for TAC consideration.
Retail Market Guide Revision Request (RMGRR) 136, Switch Hold Removal Process Clarifications 
Ms. Frazier moved to approve RMGRR136 as recommended by RMS in the 5/3/16 RMS Report and as amended by the 5/18/16 AEP comments, and the Impact Analysis.  BJ Flowers seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

RMGRR137, Timeline and Completion Process for Correcting Customer Billing Contact Information Files – URGENT 
Mr. Helton moved to approve RMGRR136, as recommended by RMS in the 5/3/16 RMS Report, and the Impact Analysis.  Mr. Barnes seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Smart Meter Texas (SMT) Statistics
Market Participants discussed elements of the May 23, 2016 ERCOT and SMT AMS Data Processes Workshop; that the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) has been reviewing data flows if ERCOT were to assume some or all of SMT functionality; and that the workshop was for stakeholders to develop a more common understanding of scope.  Ms. Stephenson requested that regular updates be provided to TAC, and expressed concern for impacts to the ERCOT System Administration Fee.



	Commercial Operations Subcommittee (COPS) Report (see Key Documents)
John Schatz reviewed recent COPS activities and presented Revision Requests for TAC consideration.
Commercial Operations Market Guide Revision Request (COPMGRR) 041, Updates to Market Notice Communication Process 

Ms. Frazier moved to approve COPMGRR041 as recommended by COPS in the 5/11/16 COPS Report.  Mr. Barnes seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

COPMGRR042, Update to COPS Organizational Structure, Creation of MDWG and Updates to PWG responsibilities 

Richard Ross moved to approve COPMGRR042 as recommended by COPS in the 5/11/16 COPS Report.  Ms. Frazier seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

	Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS) Report (see Key Documents)

Ms. Frazier presented Revision Requests for TAC consideration.
NPRR754, Revise Load Distribution Factors Report Posting Frequency

NPRR761, As-Built Clarification to NPRR515, Day-Ahead Market Self-Commitment of Generation Resources

NPRR762, Removal of Language Related to Responsive Reserve Provided by DC Ties

NPRR763, As-Built Clarification to NPRR553, Monthly BLT Payment and Charge for Presidio Exception

NPRR764, QSE Capacity Short Calculations Based on an 80% Probability of Exceedance (P80)

NPRR765, Remove Vendor Names for Fuel Indices from the Protocols

System Change Request (SCR) 790, Wind Resource Power Production and Forecast Transparency

Mr. Helton moved to recommend approval of NPRR754, NPRR761, NPRR762, NPRR763, NPRR764, NPRR765, and SCR790 as recommended by PRS in the respective 5/12/16 PRS Reports.  Greg Thurnher seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

NPRR709, Revisions to Alternative Dispute Resolution Procedure

Mr. Helton moved to recommend approval of NPRR709 as recommended by PRS in the 5/12/16 PRS Report.  Mr. Barnes seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
NPRR758, Improved Transparency for Outages Potentially Having a High Economic Impact

Market Participants reviewed the Business Case for NPRR758 and requested that ERCOT Staff, along with ROS and WMS, begin developing a High Impact Transmission Element (HITE) list for TAC approval.

Clayton Greer moved to recommend approval of NPRR758 as recommended by PRS in the 5/12/16 PRS Report.  Mr. Thurnher seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
NPRR766, Alignment of System-Wide Discount Factor Description with Operational Adjustments to RDF – URGENT

Other Binding Document – Methodology for Implementing Operating Reserve Demand Curve (ORDC) to Calculate Real-Time Reserve Price Adder
ERCOT Staff reviewed with Market Participants a desire to delay implementation of the NPRR766 changes, and accompanying Other Binding Document changes, until October 1, 2016, so that the Reserve Discount Factors (RDFs) for both Physical Responsive Capability (PRC) and ORDC remain synchronized throughout the upcoming summer.  Market Participants expressed concern that if the RDF was not eliminated prior to the summer of 2017, the NPRR766 and accompanying Other Binding Document changes would have to be revisited.  

Mr. Barnes moved to recommend approval of NPRR766 as recommended by PRS in the 5/12/16 PRS Report with an effective date of October 1, 2016, and to endorse the revisions to the Other Binding Document “Methodology for Implementing Operating Reserve Demand Curve (ORDC) to Calculate Real-Time Reserve Price Adder” as presented with an effective date of October 1, 2016.   Mr. Helton seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Notice of Revision Requests Rejected

Ms. Frazier noted the rejection of the following Revision Requests:

· NPRR667, Ancillary Service Redesign

· NPRR751, Clarifications for Distributed Generation Resources



	Appeal of NPRR667, Ancillary Service Redesign (see Key Documents)

Ms. Stephenson yielded the chair to Ms. Brandt.  Ms. Brandt requested that ERCOT present its appeal first.  Dan Woodfin presented the appeal on behalf of ERCOT.  Ms. Frazier acted as the PRS Advocate and presented the PRS position.  
Mr. Greer moved to reject the 5/18/16 ERCOT appeal regarding NPRR667.  Ms. Stephenson seconded the motion.  Ms. Stephenson suggested that TAC subcommittees, particularly WMS and ROS, continue to evaluate the current Ancillary Service framework for future enhancements.  The motion carried via roll call, with three objections from the Consumer, Independent Generator, and IREP Market Segments, and three abstentions from the IOU, IPM, and Municipal Market Segments.

Market Participants requested that WMS provide regular updates to TAC regarding efforts to enhance the current Ancillary Services framework, as well as monitoring tools and any other improvements.



	ERCOT Operations, Planning, and IT Report (see Key Documents)

Hidalgo-Starr Regional Planning Group Project 

Prabu Gnanam presented ERCOT Independent Review and ERCOT recommendation for Option D.

Mr. Lange moved to endorse Option D for the Hidalgo-Starr Regional Planning Group project. Mr. Emesih seconded the motion.  The motion carried with two abstentions from the IREP Market Segment (Noble Americas, Reliant Energy Retail Services).

Valley Import Regional Planning Group Project 

Jeff Billo presented the ERCOT Independent review and ERCOT recommendation for Option 1.

Mr. Greer moved to endorse Option 1 for the Valley Import Regional Planning Group project.  Mr. Lange seconded the motion.  The motion carried with two abstentions from the IREP Market Segment (Noble Americas, Reliant Energy Retail Services).

Lubbock Integration Study 

Mr. Billo provided TAC a preview of ERCOT’s intended report to the ERCOT Board.



	Other Business (see Key Documents)

Market Continuity Workshop Update
Joel Mickey provided an overview of the May 2, 2016 Market Continuity Workshop.  Ms. Stephenson requested WMS give further discussion to the topic.

Board Topics for TAC Updates

Ms. Stephenson conveyed the ERCOT Board’s request for an update regarding 2016 TAC Goals, and that TAC Leadership bring forward topics for ERCOT Board education; Ms. Stephenson invited stakeholder input.  Mr. Ross noted that in other regions, Independent Directors audit stakeholder meetings, and suggested that an invitation be extended to Board members. 


	Adjournment

Ms. Stephenson adjourned the May 26, 2016 TAC meeting at 11:41 a.m.
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