MEMO
PRS Memo to 5/26/16 TAC

Date:
May 26, 2016
To:
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Representatives

From:
Amanda Frazier, Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS) Chair
Subject: Nodal Protocol Revision Requests (NPRRs) and System Change Requests (SCRs)
	Issue: 
Consideration of the following NPRR and SCR recommended for approval by PRS:

· NPRR709, Revisions to Alternative Dispute Resolution Procedure [ERCOT]

· NPRR754, Revise Load Distribution Factors Report Posting Frequency [ERCOT]

· NPRR758, Improved Transparency for Outages Potentially Having a High Economic Impact [ERCOT]

· NPRR761, As-Built Clarification to NPRR515, Day-Ahead Market Self-Commitment of Generation Resources [ERCOT]

· NPRR762, Removal of Language Related to Responsive Reserve Provided by DC Ties [ERCOT]

· NPRR763, As-Built Clarification to NPRR553, Monthly BLT Payment and Charge for Presidio Exception [ERCOT]

· NPRR764, QSE Capacity Short Calculations Based on an 80% Probability of Exceedance (P80) [ERCOT]

· NPRR765, Remove Vendor Names for Fuel Indices from the Protocols [ERCOT]

· NPRR766, Alignment of System-Wide Discount Factor Description with Operational Adjustments to RDF – URGENT [ERCOT]

· SCR790, Wind Resource Power Production and Forecast Transparency [DC Energy]



	Background/History: 
Unless otherwise noted: (i) all Market Segments were present for each vote and (ii) ERCOT Credit Staff and the Credit Work Group (Credit WG) have reviewed the revision request and do not believe it requires changes to credit monitoring activity or the calculation of liability. 
Revision Requests Recommended for Approval
· NPRR709, Revisions to Alternative Dispute Resolution Procedure [ERCOT]

Proposed Effective Date:  July 1, 2016 
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; ERCOT business processes will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR modifies Section 20, Alternative Dispute Resolution Procedure, and clarifies certain related subsections in Section 9.14, Settlement and Billing Dispute Process.  Additional revisions streamline and clarify the Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) process and improve language to align better with actual practice and updated industry standards.
PRS Decision:  On 3/10/16, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR709 as amended by the 2/10/16 TCPA comments and as revised by PRS.  There was one opposing vote from the Consumer Market Segment, and two abstentions from the Independent Power Marketer (IPM) and Independent Retail Electric Provider (IREP) Market Segments.  On 5/12/16, PRS voted to endorse and forward to TAC the 4/14/16 PRS Report as amended by the 4/25/16 Reliant comments and Revised Impact Analysis for NPRR709.  There was one abstention from the Consumer Market Segment.
· NPRR754, Revise Load Distribution Factors Report Posting Frequency [ERCOT]
Proposed Effective Date:  Upon system implementation - Priority 2016; Rank 1650
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Between $25k and $45k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to Energy Management System (EMS), Enterprise Integration (EI), Market Information System (MIS), and ERCOT.com; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR revises two provisions addressing the posting frequency for the Load forecast distribution factors report to require posting of the report only when the factors are changed.
PRS Decision:  On 4/14/16, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR754 as submitted.  On 5/12/16, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward to TAC the 4/14/16 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR754 with a recommended priority of 2016 and rank of 1650.
· NPRR758, Improved Transparency for Outages Potentially Having a High Economic Impact [ERCOT]
Proposed Effective Date:  Upon system implementation - Priority 2017; Rank 1800

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Between $300k and $400k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to Outage Scheduler (OS), Enterprise Information Services (EIS), and EI; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR introduces language to identify Outages that have historically resulted in high congestion costs, as adjusted through a stakeholder review process to account for upgrades and other changes that would affect the fidelity of this list as an indicator of Outages that might cause future congestion.  Specific items proposed within this NPRR include identification and posting of High Impact Transmission Elements (HITEs) and High Impact Outages (HIOs); and introduction of a Rescheduled Outage type.  
PRS Decision:  On 4/14/16, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR758 as submitted.  There were two abstentions from the IREP Market Segment.  On 5/12/16, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward to TAC the 4/14/16 PRS Report and the Impact Analysis for NPRR758 with a recommended priority of 2017 and rank of 1800.
· NPRR761, As-Built Clarification to NPRR515, Day-Ahead Market Self-Commitment of Generation Resources [ERCOT]

Proposed Effective Date:  Upon system implementation of NPRR515, Day-Ahead Market Self-Commitment of Generation Resources 
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices. (no additional impacts to implement this NPRR beyond what is captured in the Impact Analysis for NPRR515)
Revision Description:  This NPRR clarifies that a Resource will not be eligible for Day-Ahead Make-Whole Payment Startup Cost compensation when the Day-Ahead Market (DAM) considers the Resource as having no cost to startup, per NPRR515.
PRS Decision:  On 4/14/16, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR761 as submitted.  On 5/12/16, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward to TAC the 4/14/16 PRS Report and the Impact Analysis for NPRR761.
· NPRR762, Removal of Language Related to Responsive Reserve Provided by DC Ties [ERCOT]

Proposed Effective Date:  July 1, 2016
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR removes references to the provision of Responsive Reserve (RRS) across the Direct Current Ties (DC Ties).  These references existed in the Zonal Protocols, and similar references have existed in the Operating Guides from at least 1997.  However, to date, there are no ERCOT systems or procedures in place to award RRS to the DC Ties, and no project to add this functionality has ever been proposed.  Without any funding for the necessary system changes, ERCOT has no mechanism for allowing the provision of RRS over the DC Ties.
PRS Decision:  On 4/14/16, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR762 as submitted.  On 5/12/16, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward to TAC the 4/14/16 PRS Report and the Impact Analysis for NPRR762.
· NPRR763, As-Built Clarification to NPRR553, Monthly BLT Payment and Charge for Presidio Exception [ERCOT]

Proposed Effective Date:  July 1, 2016

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR corrects the formula for the calculation of the Load-Allocated Monthly BLT Amount per Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) (LAMBLTAMT) in paragraph (3)(c) of Section 6.6.3.5, Real-Time Payment for a Block Load Transfer Point, to reflect a charge, rather than a payment, to comport with the facial intent of NPRR553, Monthly BLT Payment and Charge for Presidio Exception, and with the system implementation of that charge.  The title of NPRR553 references a charge (in addition to a payment) and the language preceding the formula expresses an intention to impose a charge.  For these reasons, ERCOT believes that the omission of the required “-1” at the beginning of the formula was inadvertent and should be corrected.
PRS Decision:  On 4/14/16, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR763 as submitted.  On 5/12/16, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward to TAC the 4/14/16 PRS Report and the Impact Analysis for NPRR763.
· NPRR764, QSE Capacity Short Calculations Based on an 80% Probability of Exceedance (P80) [ERCOT]
Proposed Effective Date:  Upon system implementation - Priority 2016; Rank 1365
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Between $55k and $75k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to Settlements and Billing (S&B), EMS, and Commercial Systems Integration (CSI); no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR proposes to base Reliability Unit Commitment (RUC) capacity short calculations on the Wind-powered Generation Resource Production Potential (WGRPP) for a Wind-powered Generation Resource (WGR) and the PhotoVoltaic Generation Resource Production Potential (PVGRPP) for a PhotoVoltaic Generation Resource (PVGR)–i.e., an 80% probability of exceedance (P80).  
PRS Decision:  On 4/14/16, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR764 as revised by PRS.  There was one abstention from the Municipal Market Segment.  On 5/12/16, PRS voted to endorse and forward to TAC the 4/14/16 PRS Report as revised by PRS and the Impact Analysis for NPRR764 with a recommended priority of 2016 and rank of 1365.  There was one abstention from the Municipal Market Segment.
· NPRR765, Remove Vendor Names for Fuel Indices from the Protocols [ERCOT]

Proposed Effective Date:  July 1, 2016 

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; ERCOT business processes will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR eliminates the name of the publisher of the Fuel Index Price (FIP), Fuel Oil Price (FOP), and Waha Fuel Price (WFP) from the Protocols, and provides additional clarifying language regarding the use of a substitute source for daily fuel prices in the event that one is needed.   
PRS Decision:  On 4/14/16, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR765 as submitted.  On 5/12/16, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward to TAC the 4/14/16 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR765.
· NPRR766, Alignment of System-Wide Discount Factor Description with Operational Adjustments to RDF - URGENT [ERCOT]

Proposed Effective Date:  July 1, 2016

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Less than $10k (O&M); no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to MIS and EMS; ERCOT business processes will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR aligns the Protocol description of the system-wide discount factor with the proposed operational adjustment to the Reserve Discount Factor (RDF) in the Physical Responsive Capability (PRC) calculation, and aligns the posting for RDFs applicable to both Generation Resources and Load Resources.
PRS Decision:  On 5/12/16, PRS unanimously voted to grant NPRR766 Urgent status; to recommend approval of NPRR766 as submitted; and to forward to TAC.
· SCR790, Wind Resource Power Production and Forecast Transparency [DC Energy]
Proposed Effective Date:  Upon system implementation - Priority 2016; Rank 1660
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Between $20k and $40k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to EMS, Current Day Reports (CDR), and dashboards; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This SCR requires ERCOT to implement an additional level of spatial granularity to the existing reporting of wind power production and forecasts.  The additional area is the Panhandle/North area, which is to be reported along with the stand-alone West Load Zone and the current system-wide and South/Houston Load Zone aggregations.  
PRS Decision:  On 4/14/16, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of SCR790 as amended by the 4/8/16 ERCOT comments.  On 5/12/16, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward to TAC the 4/14/16 PRS Report and the Impact Analysis for SCR790.
Revision Requests Rejected
· NPRR667, Ancillary Service Redesign [ ERCOT]

Proposed Effective Date:  Not applicable

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Between $12M - $15M (annual recurring O&M cost: $250k - $270k); ERCOT staffing impact of two FTEs (EMS Production and Commercial Operations support); impacts to EMS,  Network Model Management System (NMMS), Market Management System (MMS), External Web Services (EWS), Registration System (REG), Enterprise Integration (EI), ERCOT.com, EIS, Mobile App, Credit Monitoring and Management (CMM), MIS, S&B, CSI, and Financial Transfer (FT); ERCOT business processes will be updated; ERCOT grid operations and practices will be updated.  
Revision Description:  This NPRR proposed to improve Regulation-Up Service (Reg-Up) and Regulation-Down Service (Reg-Down); and to replace Non-Spinning Reserve (Non-Spin) and RRS Ancillary Services with a combination of four new Ancillary Services: Fast Frequency Response Service (FFRS), Primary Frequency Response Service (PFRS), Contingency Reserve Service (CRS), and Supplemental Reserve Service (SRS).  
PRS Decision:  On 5/12/16, PRS voted via roll call vote to reject NPRR667.  There were six opposing votes from the Consumer (2), IPM (2), Independent Generator, and IREP Market Segments and six abstentions from the Investor Owned Utility (IOU) (2), Municipal (2), Independent Generator, and IPM Market Segments.  

· NPRR751, Clarifications for Distributed Generation Resources [Sun Power/GDF Suez]

Proposed Effective Date:  Not applicable

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Not applicable
Revision Description:  This NPRR proposed to update the definition of Distributed Generation (DG) and creates a definition for Aggregate Distributed Generation (ADG).  
PRS Decision:  On 5/12/16, PRS unanimously voted reject NPRR751.  

Revision Requests Withdrawn
None
Status of Pending Revision Requests (For Information Purposes Only):

Revision Requests Scheduled for Impact Analysis Review and Priority Assignment (if applicable) at the June 16, 2016 PRS Meeting   
· NPRR738, ERS Performance Calculations During TDSP Outages [MP2 Energy]

· NPRR753, Allow AMS Data Submittal Process for TDSP-Read Non-Modeled Generators [ERCOT]

· NPRR755, Agent-Only QSE Registration [ERCOT]

· NPRR767, Commitment by RUC for Long Lead Time Resource [ERCOT]

· SCR789, Update NMMS Topology Processor to PSSE 34 Capability [ERCOT]

Revision Requests Deferred or Tabled and/or Pending Input from Another Subcommittee
· NPRR562, Subsynchronous Resonance [ERCOT]

· NPRR638, Revisions to Certain Price Components of EAL [ERCOT]

· NPRR696, Price Correction Process Following a SCED Failure [Reliant]

· NPRR697, Disclosure of Protected Information for Research and Coordination Purposes [ERCOT]

· NPRR747, Revision of Voltage Control Requirements [ERCOT]

· NPRR759, Segmentation of the Total New Capacity Estimate in the ERCOT CDR [PLWG]

· NPRR760, Calculation of Exposure Variables For Days With No Activity [DC Energy]

· SCR785, Update RTL calculation to include Real-Time Reserve Price Adder based components [ERCOT]

New Revision Requests Scheduled for Consideration at the June 16, 2016 PRS Meeting
· NPRR768, Revisions to Real-Time On-Line Reliability Deployment Price Adder Categories [ERCOT]
· NPRR769, Alignment with VCMRR013, Clarifications to Verifiable Cost Appeals Process [ERCOT]

· NPRR770, Addition of Outaged Resource Capacity to Short-Term System Adequacy Report [Morgan Stanley]

· NPRR771, Clarifications to New ESI ID Creation Process [TXSET WG]

· NPRR772, Clarification of Process for Transmission Outages Related to a Service Disconnection Request for a Generation Resource [Oncor]

· NPRR773, Broadening Scope of Acceptable Letter of Credit Issuers [ACES]

· NPRR774, Remove Duplicate Language to Calculate Seasonal Transmission Loss Factors [ERCOT]

· NPRR775, Enhanced Implementation of Limits for Fast Responding Regulation Service [ERCOT]

These Revision Requests and supporting materials are posted on the ERCOT website at the following link: 

http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/issues/nprr
http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/issues/scr
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