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	Comments


The Joint TDSPs appreciate the opportunity to have worked with ERCOT on the development of this Retail Market Guide Revision Request (RMGRR).  ERCOT is commended on the amount of effort put forward to develop a solution that could allow Non-Modeled Generators to ensure their generation energy flows are reflected in their Real-Time Market (RTM) Initial Statement.  We agree that the concept could be a market enhancement that creates the opportunity for increased market efficiencies.

However, upon further review, the TDSPs have identified an issue that will affect implementation in the competitive areas of ERCOT.  While the Joints TDSPs are not opposed to this RMGRR, based on current PUC Rules and system configurations, TDSPs in the competitive areas will not be able to utilize the proposed option due to the requirement to maintain confidentiality of Customer out-flow data on the Smart Meter Texas (SMT) Portal.

The Joint TDSPs considered three primary factors to reach this conclusion: 1) confidentiality requirements pertaining to Customer and Advanced Meter data, 2) Option for Settlement that allows different Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSEs) for generation and load, and 3) Retail Electric Provider (REP) access to all Customer meter data via SMT.  Each of these factors is examined in further detail in the following paragraphs.
Confidentiality of Advanced Meter Data

PURA 39.107 (b) states that “…All meter data, including all data generated, provided, or otherwise made available, by advanced meters and meter information networks, shall belong to a customer, including data used to calculate charges for service, historical load data, and any other proprietary customer information. A customer may authorize its data to be provided to one or more retail electric providers under rules and charges established by the commission.”

Further supporting this section of PURA are several provisions within the PUC Substantive Rules, including the TDSP tariffs that require entities to treat meter data belonging to the Customer confidentially.
For Customers with Distributed Generation (DG), meter data belonging to the Customer may be separated into two distinct categories: consumption and out-flow.

Option for Settlement that Allows Different QSEs for Generation and Load
Currently, the Settlement mechanisms in ERCOT Protocols Section 6.6, Settlement Calculations for the Real-Time Energy Operations, allow for Non-Modeled Generators (e.g. registered DG) to have their load and out-flow energy settled to separate QSEs.  This allows the DG Customer to explicitly choose to have their out-flow energy settled to a different QSE than their REP’s associated QSE.
REP Access of all Customer Meter Data via SMT
Current processes require that TDSPs in the competitive areas of ERCOT distribute Advanced Meter data, including load and out-flow energy, directly to the SMT Portal.  Due to the SMT system configuration, REPs are able to view all of the meter data for their customers including both load and out-flow energy if applicable.  If the TDSPs implement this RMGRR and a customer selects a different QSE for their out-flow energy than their REP’s associated QSE, the REP will have access to outflow energy data for which they are not permitted.
Conclusion   

Considering all of these factors together, if a TDSP in the competitive areas of ERCOT were to implement the alternative process proposed by this RMGRR, they would be in violation of Customer data confidentiality requirements contained in PURA and PUC Substantive Rules.  The REP would have access to the Customer’s out-flow energy data even though the Customer expressly chose a different Entity to have that energy settled.  

In conclusion, the Joint TDSPs are not opposed to the changes and agree with the benefits gained by the Revision Request.  However, absent a change to the PUC Substantive Rules or the Smart Meter Texas Portal configuration, the TDSPs will not be able to utilize the alternative process.  The Joint TDSPs recommend that the market take these comments into consideration when deciding whether to approve this RMGRR.
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