DRAFT
Wholesale Market Subcommittee (WMS) Meeting

ERCOT Austin – 7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744

Wednesday, February 3, 2016 – 9:30 a.m.
	Attendance

Members:

Barnes, Bill

Reliant Energy Retail Services

Bell, Brad

E.ON

Bierschbach, Erika

Austin Energy

Bonskowski, Ned

Luminant

Brewster, Chris

City of Eastland

Carpenter, Jeremy

Tenaska

Coleman, Diana

OPUC

Dotson-Westphalen, Peter

CPower

Goff, Eric

Citigroup Energy

Greer, Clayton
Morgan Stanley
Grimes, Mike

EDPR

Via Teleconference
Gross, Blake

AEP Service Corporation

Helton, Bob

GDF Suez

Huerta, Miguel
Nucor
Alt. Rep. for M. Smith
Kee, David

CPS Energy

Lindberg, Ken

Bryan Texas Utilities

Maduzia, Franklin

Dow Chemical

Messer, Tayaun

Brazos Electric Power

Moore, Matt
Golden Spread Electric
Morris, Sandy

Direct Energy

O’Hair, Patrick
Source Power and Gas
Via Teleconference
Schwarz, Brad

Sharyland Utilities

Stephenson, Randa

LCRA

Alt. Rep. for J. Dumas

Thurnher, Greg
Shell Energy
Turner, Lucas

STEC

Alt. Rep. for C. Lange

Wall, Perrin

CenterPoint Energy

The following proxies were assigned:
· Kristy Ashley to Bob Helton

· Patrick O’Hair to Bill Barnes

Guests:  

Abbot, Kristin

PUCT

Via Teleconference

Ainspan, Malcolm

NRG

Via Teleconference

Allen, Thresa

Iberdrola Renewables

Via Teleconference

Anklam, Robert

Cargill

Via Teleconference
Arrigo, Garrett

Shell

Via Teleconference

Bevill, Jennifer

CES

Blackburn, Don

Luminant

Via Teleconference

Brandenburg, John

Enchanted Rock

Via Teleconference

Bryant, Mark

PUCT

Via Teleconference

Chakka, Babu

Austin Energy

Chatlani, Varsha
LCRA
Via Teleconference
Cobos, Lori

Talen Energy

Crozier, Richard
BPUB
Denney, Kristi

Potomac Economics

Elliott, Christopher

BA/ML

Via Teleconference

Fletcher, Blake

Endure Energy

Via Teleconference

Garza, Beth
Potomac Economics
Via Teleconference
Graham, Greg

Texas Reliability Entity

Via Teleconference

Gregory, Angela

EDF Trading

Haley, Ian
Luminant
Via Teleconference
Hastings, David

Via Teleconference

Havemann, Steven

Austin Energy

Via Teleconference
Jones, Liz

Oncor

Juricek, Mike

Oncor

Via Teleconference

Kroskey, Tony

Brazos Electric Power

Via Teleconference

Looney, Sherry

Luminant

Via Teleconference

Lyons, Chris

Exelon

Via Teleconference

Mena, Hugo

EPE

Moeller, Jason

LCRA

Via Teleconference

Mueller, Paula

Texas Reliability Entity

Via Teleconference

Nease, Nelson

NHNPC

Via Teleconference
O’Hara, Chris

NRG

Peters, Patrick
CenterPoint Energy
Via Teleconference
Priestley, Vanus

Macquarie

Via Teleconference

Reedy, Steve

Potomac Economics
Reid, Walter

Wind Coalition

Rothschild, Eric

GDS Associates

Via Teleconference

Siddiqi, Shams

Crescent Power

Sumbera, Darrell

CenterPoint Energy

Townsend, Aaron

Austin Energy

Via Teleconference

Varnell, John

Tenaska

Vinson, Paul

CPS Energy

Wan, Josephine
Austin Energy
Via Teleconference
Watson, Mark

Platts

Via Teleconference

Whittle, Brandon

Stratus

Wittmeyer, Bob

DME

Woodruff, Taylor
Oncor
ERCOT Staff:

Albracht, Brittney

Billo, Jeff

Butterfield, Lindsay

Via Teleconference

Chang, Sean

Via Teleconference

Coon, Patrick

Via Teleconference
Fohn, Douglas

Via Teleconference

Gilbertson, Jeff

Via Teleconference

Gonzalez, Ino

Hanson, Kevin

Via Teleconference

Huang, Fred

Via Teleconference

Krein, Steve

Via Teleconference

Landry, Kelly

Lightener, Debbie

Via Teleconference

Manning, Brian

Via Teleconference
Morehead, Juliana

Via Teleconference

Phillips, Cory

Via Teleconference

Ruane, Mark

Via Teleconference

Reed, Bobby

Via Teleconference

Roberts, Randy

Via Teleconference

Rosel, Austin

Via Teleconference

Scott, Vicki

Via Teleconference

Solis, Stephen

Via Teleconference

Surandran, Resmi

Tozer, Matt

Via Teleconference
Xiao, Hong

Via Teleconference
Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.

2016 WMC Chair Jeremy Carpenter called the February 3, 2016 WMS meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.

Antitrust Admonition

Mr. Carpenter directed attention to the Antitrust Admonition, which was displayed.  A copy of the Antitrust Guidelines was available for review.



	Agenda Review
There were no changes to the agenda.



	Approval of WMS Meeting Minutes (see Key Documents)

January 6, 2016

Sandy Morris moved to approve the January 6, 2016 WMS meeting minutes as submitted.  Bill Barnes seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


	Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Update and Assignments

Mr. Carpenter reviewed the disposition of items considered at the January 28, 2016 TAC meeting.


	2016 WMS Working Group/Task Force Leadership (see Key Documents)

Bob Helton moved to approve the 2016 WMS working group and task force leadership as revised by WMS.  Brad Schwarz seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.



	Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS)  Referrals (see Key Documents)

Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) 696, Price Correction Process Following a SCED Failure 

Mr. Barnes indicated his understanding that ERCOT Staff continues to discuss additional concepts related to NPRR696.  Mr. Carpenter requested that ERCOT Staff provide any available update at the March 2, 2016 WMS meeting.

Mr. Barnes moved to request the PRS continue to table NPRR696 to allow for continued discussion at WMS.  Mr. Helton seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NPRR745, Change ERS Availability from an Hourly to 15-minute Interval Evaluation plus Other Minor Changes 
Mr. Helton moved to endorse NPRR745 as amended by the 1/13/16 ERCOT comments and as revised by WMS.  Mr. Barnes seconded the motion.  The motion carried with one abstention from the Independent Power Marketer (IPM) (Shell) Market Segment.

NPRR746, Adjustments Due to Negative Load

Mr. Barnes moved to endorse NPRR746 as submitted.  Greg Thurnher seconded the motion.  The motion carried with one abstention from the Investor Owned Utility (IOU) (Luminant) Market Segment.  



	ERCOT Operations and Market Items (see Key Documents)

Subsynchronous Resonance (SSR) Update

Jeff Billo provided an update on SSR issues and reviewed next steps.


	Open Action Items/2015 WMS Projects/2015 WMS Goals (see Key Documents)

Mr. Carpenter requested that working groups review the list of Open Action Items and communicated to him which items remain active and relevant, and which items might be removed from the list.  Mr. Carpenter noted that he would like to make a similar review of the 2015 WMS Projects list, particularly as it relates to WMS Goals, in the near future.  Mr. Carpenter asked Market Participants to consider whether the 2015 WMS Projects list is still useful to the market.



	2016 WMS Goals (see Key Documents)
Market Participants reviewed the draft 2016 WMS goals and offered additional revisions.
Mr. Thurnher moved to approve the 2016 WMS goals as revised by WMS.  Mr. Helton seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.



	Congestion Management Working Group (CMWG)

Mr. Thurnher reported on recent CMWG activities.  Market Participants noted that an assessment of system strength in the Texas Panhandle would be presented at the February 4, 2016 Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS) meeting.


	Emerging Technologies Working Group (ETWG)
Hugo Mena reviewed recent ETWG activities.



	Market Credit Working Group (MCWG) (see Key Documents)

Mr. Barnes reviewed recent MCWG activities.
MCWG proposed comments to NPRR741, Clarifications to TPE and EAL Credit Exposure Calculations

Mr. Barnes presented proposed MCWG comments to NPRR741.
Mr. Helton moved to grant MCWG permission to file comments to NPRR741.  Eric Goff seconded the motion.  The motion carried with one abstention from the Consumer (Nucor) Market Segment.



	Metering Working Group (MWG) (see Key Documents)

Darrell Sumbera reviewed recent MWG activities.


	QSE Managers Working Group (QMWG) (see Key Documents)

Mr. Goff reviewed recent QMWG activities.
NPRR744, RUC Trigger for the Reliability Deployment Price Adder and Alignment with RUC Settlement
Clayton Greer moved to waive notice in order to consider NPRR744.  Mr. Helton seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Greer moved to endorse NPRR744 as submitted.  Mr. Helton seconded the motion.  The motion carried with one abstention from the IOU (Luminant) Market Segment.

Reliability Must Run (RMR)/Regional Haze Workshop

Market Participants discussed whether to hold a workshop, perhaps with ROS, regarding RMR and Regional Haze issues as soon as possible, or to wait until Fall 2016 after potential legal challenges are heard.  Market Participants expressed concern for gaps in Protocols regarding RMR, and for the volume of work required of stakeholder entities in preparation for any Regional Haze ruling.  Mr. Carpenter offered to seek TAC direction on the timing and content of any workshop.

Weekly Reliability Unit Commitment (WRUC)
Mr. Barnes requested consideration be given to whether coal-fired Resources should be eliminated from consideration for RUC selection, due to start-up costs.  Market Participants discussed that in some instances, coal-fired Resources would be the least expensive, and that in some instances WRUC for local congestion would be fuel agnostic.
Proposals re August 13, 2015 Reserve Levels  
Mr. Goff offered any eventual WMS decision may depend of the ROS discussion of the Reserve Discount Factor and recommended deferring WMS action until after that discussion.  WMS took no action on this item.



	Resource Cost Working Group (RCWG) (see Key Documents)

Paul Vinson reviewed recent RCWG activities.


	Other Business

Market Participants questioned the increasing number of Transmission Constraints in the Rio Grande Valley.  Mr. Carpenter requested the CMWG consider the issue.  

Market Participants also discussed whether granularity might be increased regarding Time of Use for better hedging the Long-Term Auction Sequence.  Mr. Carpenter assigned the discussion to CMWG.

No Updates

· Demand Side Working Group (DSWG)
· Outage Coordination Improvement Task Force (OCITF)
· Supply Analysis Working Group (SAWG)


	Adjournment

Mr. Carpenter adjourned the February 3, 2016 WMS meeting at 11:53am.


	


� Key Documents referenced in these minutes may be accessed on the ERCOT website at


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2016/1/6/77645-WMS" �http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2016/1/6/77645-WMS�  unless otherwise noted.
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