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	Comments


STEC submits these comments in response to the ERCOT comments of January 19, 2016.  STEC agrees with and supports ERCOT’s need to prioritize reliability activities over Settlement related communications.  However, STEC struggles to understand the arbitrary requirement that QSEs must provide electronic acknowledgment of a Verbal Dispatch Instruction (VDI) confirmation within ten minutes of issuance by the ERCOT operator.  There has been no basis provided to support any immediate time requirement whether it be one minute, ten minutes, or two hours.  ERCOT must recognize that at the time of issuance of the electronic VDI, a QSE operator may be involved with its own activities that support the reliable operation of the bulk electric system, and may not be able to respond to an arbitrary ten-minute requirement whose sole purpose, as stated in Section 6.5.8(1), is to serve a Settlement function.  In fact, some of the actions being taken by the QSE operator at the time of the electronic VDI confirmation issuance may be in direct response to the oral VDI instruction provided to the QSE by ERCOT and may result in a delayed response by the QSE in achieving the desired ERCOT reliability objective. 
STEC therefore provides language changes to Section 6.5.8(3) removing this arbitrary time requirement.
	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


6.5.7.8
Dispatch Procedures

(1)
ERCOT shall issue all Resource Dispatch Instructions to the QSE that represents the affected Resource.  ERCOT and QSEs are responsible for complying with Dispatch Instructions as prescribed in the Nodal Operating Guides.  A QSE may provide a Resource Status of ONTEST for a Generation Resource not providing Ancillary Services to indicate that the Resource is currently undergoing unit testing and is blocked from SCED Dispatch.  A QSE may provide a Resource Status of STARTUP for a Generation Resource not providing Ancillary Services to indicate that the Resource is currently undergoing a start-up sequence which requires manual control below or above its telemetered LSL to stabilize the Resource prior to its availability for SCED Dispatch.  Generation Resources with a Resource Status of ONTEST will be provided a Base Point equal to the net real power telemetry at the time of the SCED execution.  ERCOT may not issue Dispatch Instructions to the QSE for Generation Resources with a Resource Status of ONTEST except:

(a)
For Dispatch Instructions that are a part of testing; or

(b)
During conditions when the Resource is the only alternative for solving a transmission constraint; or

(c)
During Force Majeure Events that threaten the reliability of the ERCOT System.

(2)
Each QSE shall immediately forward any valid Dispatch Instruction to the appropriate  Resource or group of Resources or identify a reason for non-compliance with the Dispatch Instruction to ERCOT in accordance with Section 6.5.7.9, Compliance with Dispatch Instructions
(3)
If ERCOT believes that a Resource has inadequately responded to a Dispatch Instruction, ERCOT shall notify the QSE representing the Resource as soon as practicable.



(4)
ERCOT shall record all voice conversations that occur in the communication of Verbal Dispatch Instructions (VDIs).


(5)
By mutual agreement of the TSP and ERCOT, Dispatch Instructions to the TSP may be provided to the TSP’s designated agent.  In that case, issuance of the Dispatch Instruction to the designated agent is considered issuance to the TSP, and the TSP must comply with the Dispatch Instruction exactly as if it had been issued directly to the TSP, whether or not the designated agent accurately conveys the Dispatch Instruction to the TSP.
(6)
ERCOT shall direct VDIs to the Master QSE of a Generation Resource that has been split to function as two or more Split Generation Resources as deemed necessary by ERCOT to effectuate actions for the total Generation Resource for instances in which electronic instructions are not feasible.
6.5.8
Verbal Dispatch Instruction Confirmation
(1)
Following the issuance of a Verbal Dispatch Instruction (VDI) by ERCOT to a QSE for a Generation Resource, ERCOT will provide the QSE with an electronic confirmation of the VDI for Settlement purposes.
(2)
A VDI confirmation shall contain the following information:

(a)
Operating Day and time ERCOT issued the VDI;
(b)
Identification of the QSE for the Resource(s) subject to the VDI, and instructing authority (including the names of the ERCOT Operator and individual that received the VDI); 

(c)
Identification of the specific Resources(s) subject to the VDI;

(d)
Specific actions required of the Resource(s);

(e)
Beginning operating level or state of the Resource(s);

(f)
Instructed operating level or state of the Resource(s);


(g)
Time at which the Resource(s) was required to initiate actions;

(h)
Time by which the Resource(s) was required to complete actions; and

(i)
Other information relevant to that Dispatch Instruction.

(3)
Following receipt by the QSE, of the VDI confirmation issued by ERCOT, the QSE shall provide ERCOT with electronic acknowledgement of the VDI confirmation, including the name of the individual that received the VDI confirmation.
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