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El Niño Update

Currently +2.5°C
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Lack of Austin Freezes

Notes

• 31° has been the coldest minimum 

temperature recorded this winter 

through January

• In the past 20 winters, that’s the 

warmest minimum temperature 

recorded through January

• Three total freezes is the second-

fewest (1997-98)

• Less than four total hours at or below 

freezing this entire winter in Austin
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What Other Weather Companies Were Saying
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Reviewing the Winter 2015-16 Temperature Outlook

Temperatures
• Below normal temperatures this 

winter will be mostly due to clouds 

and precipitation holding down the 

daytime highs

• Overnight/morning low temperatures 

are not predicted to be significantly 

below normal

• This will not be an active winter for 

the Polar Vortex (but some exceptions 

possible late-winter)

• This winter will be more similar to 

2014-15 rather than 2013-14

• Greater potential for warmer than 

forecast rather than colder



Item 8.1.1 

ERCOT Public
6

February Temperature Outlook

December 2015 January 2016 February 2016

February 2016

• February temperatures will be more similar 

to January rather than December

• February temperatures will likely be 

changeable. Some above-normal periods, 

some below-normal

• Max temperatures have more potential for 

below-normal than min temperatures

• Below-normal temperatures will be 

especially dependent on precipitation 

being above-normal 

• Greater potential for warmer rather than 

colder

meanmeanmean

minimum
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Reviewing the Precipitation Outlook and Feb Forecast

Precipitation

• Likely to be a wet winter for most of 

the state, especially South and West

• Potential for an above average 

number of ice events

• West Texas has potential for above 

average snowfall

------------------------------------------------------

• February is likely to be wetter than 

January, especially South.

February 2016
precipitation

Precip Dec 1-Jan 19 Precip Dec 1-Jan 31
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Spring 2016 Outlook

Indications of a cold start to spring. 

Below normal potential in both March 

and April. 

May could trend to the warm side of 

normal, but most of spring appears 

below normal.

The spring should provide wet 

opportunities North and especially 

West

Central, South, and Coast has much 

drier potential 


