APPROVED

Minutes of the Commercial Operations Subcommittee (COPS) Meeting

ERCOT Austin – 7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744

Wednesday, October 14, 2015 – 9:30 a.m.
Attendance

Members:

	Basaran, Harika
	Austin Energy
	

	Garcia, Beatrice
	Calpine
	Via Teleconference

	Johnson, Eddie
	Brazos Electric 
	

	Lookadoo, Heddie
	NRG
	

	Lyles, Doug
	Bryan Texas Utilities
	

	Reed, Carolyn
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Schatz, John
	TXU Energy
	

	Tolbert, Kimberly
	Occidental Chemical Corporation
	Via Teleconference

	Traffanstedt, Jill
	Lower Colorado River Authority
	

	Trenary, Michelle
	Tenaska Power Services
	 

	
	
	

	Guest: 
	
	

	Bevill, Jennifer 
	CES
	Via Teleconference

	Boisseau, Heather
	LCRA
	

	Brandt, Adrianne
	Austin Energy
	

	Brown, Jack
	Garland Power & Light
	Via Teleconference

	Coleman, Diana
	PUTC
	Via Teleconference

	Hampton, Brenda
	Luminant
	

	Jacobs, Kaci
	TXU Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Lee, Jim
	AEP
	

	Mack, Natalia
	Austin Energy
	

	Raj, Priya
	ABB
	Via Teleconference

	Raju, Samyuktha
	Power Costs
	Via Teleconference

	Reyes, Armida
	CPS Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Robinson, Rhonda
	Calpine
	Via Teleconference

	Scott, Doug
	OATI
	Via Teleconference

	Scott, Kathy
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Thomas, Julie
	Luminant
	Via Teleconference

	Werner, Roth
	PUCT
	Via Teleconference

	Wiegand, Sheri
	TXU
	

	Williams, Lori
	Bryan Texas Utilities
	Via Teleconference

	Woodruff, Taylor
	Oncor
	Via Teleconference

	
	


ERCOT Staff:

	Boren, Ann
	
	Via Teleconference

	Butterfield, Lindsay
	
	

	Clifton, Suzy
	
	 

	Coon, Patrick
	
	Via Teleconference

	Hailu, Ted
	
	Via Teleconference

	Pagliai, Dave
	
	 

	Phillips, Cory
	
	Via Teleconference

	Prichard, Lloyd
	
	

	Ruane, Mark
	
	

	Roberts, Randy
	
	Via Teleconference

	Rosel, Austin
	
	


Michelle Trenary called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. 

Antitrust Admonition

Ms. Trenary read the ERCOT Antitrust Admonition as displayed and noted the need to comply with the ERCOT Antitrust Guidelines.  A copy of the guidelines was available for review at http://www.ercot.com/about/governance/index.html.   

Agenda Review & Roll Call

Ms. Trenary reviewed items scheduled for a vote at this meeting and noted potential changes to the order for which items would be taken up.  
Consider Approval of Meeting Minutes

September 9, 2015 
John Schatz moved to approve the September 9, 2015 COPS meeting minutes as posted.  Harika Basaran seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  The Consumer and Independent Retail Electric Provider (IREP) Market Segments were not present for the vote. 
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Update (see Key Documents)
Ms. Trenary reviewed highlights of the September 24, 2015 TAC meeting; including the disposition of Revision Requests of special interest to COPS considered by TAC and the ERCOT organization changes.  
RMS Meeting Update (see Key Documents)
Kathy Scott reported highlights of the October 6, 2105 RMS meeting; including Revision Requests recommended for approval, the 2016 Flight Test Schedule and the working group and task force activities.  
Same Day RMS/COPS Meetings
Ms. Scott stated the consensus of the RMS was not to schedule 2016 RMS meetings the same day as COPS; because half a day meetings would not accommodate the current RMS workload; and that later flights and travel time would be difficult for Market Participants.  Ms. Scott stated RMS offers to re-evaluate this suggestion during the first half of 2016 after reviewing the 2016 workload.  
ERCOT Updates (see Key Documents)
IT Service Availability Metrics

Dave Pagliai stated that Market Data Transparency IT systems met their respective Service Level Agreement (SLA) targets for September 2015 with the exception of the Retail API.  Mr. Pagliai reviewed the September and October incidents and maintenance issues; stating that on September 20, 2015; a UNIX production frame failure impacted the ERCOT Market Information System (MIS), ERCOT.com dashboards and displays, MOTE, NNMS and Find Electric Service Identifier (ESI ID).  Mr. Pagliai stated the incident accelerated the plan to replace hardware frames and reviewed the timeline.  Market Participants were concerned that SLA targets were still met with an outage of six hours; and wanted to validate the criteria and distribution of market notices.  Ms. Trenary directed CSWG and MISUG to review the SLA 2016 requirements and the market notice distribution parameters.  
Third Quarter Settlement Stability Report
Austin Rosel presented the Third Quarter 2015 Settlement Stability Report.    

Discussion of the concept: Allow AMS data submittals to be utilized for settlement of Non-Modeled Generators (Distributed Generators registered with ERCOT for Settlements)

Randy Roberts presented the concept which would allow Advanced Metering System (AMS) data submittals to be utilized for settlement of registered non-modeled generators; TDSPs in competitive areas and Non-Opt-In Entities (NOIEs) would have the ability to submit meter data through the standard AMS Load Serving Entity (LSE) file format.  Mr. Roberts stated ERCOT will also continue to support data submittals via the current 867_03 process.  Ms. Scott opined that if a customer asks for AMS; but has IDR; there are certain determinants; deployment of location; communication paths, etc. so TDSPs need to have flexibility to have AMS or IDR.  Market Participants thanked ERCOT for bringing the concept to COPS prior to submittal of the NPRR.  

COPS Voting Items (see Key Documents)
COPMGRR040, Alignment with NPRR719, Removal of Trigger and Requirement to Reduce the Distributed Generation (DG) Registration Threshold 

Ms. Trenary provided an update on Commercial Operations Market Guide Revision Request (COPMGRR) 040 and the associated Impact Analysis; with a less than $5k impact.  

Heddie Lookadoo moved to recommend approval of COPMGRR040 as recommended by the CSWG in the 9/14/15 CSWG report.  Mr. Schatz seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  The Consumer and IREP Market Segments were not present for the vote. 
NPRR719, Removal of Trigger and Requirement to Reduce the Distributed Generation (DG) Registration Threshold

Ms. Trenary provided and update on Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) 719.  
Ms. Basaran moved to endorse NPRR719 as amended by the 10/7/15 ERCOT comments and as revised by COPS.  Carolyn Reed seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  The Consumer and IREP Market Segments were not present for the vote. 
NPRR720, Update to Settlement Stability Reporting Requirements
Ms. Trenary provided an update on NPRR720; and presented the draft CSWG comments.  Market Participants discussed the language changes.  Ms. Trenary directed CSWG to further review NPRR720 for additional changes.        
Working Group Reports (See Key Documents)
Communications and Settlements Working Group (CSWG)

Heather Boisseau provided an update on CSWG activities.    
Profile Working Group (PWG) 
Jim Lee reviewed recent PWG activities; including the Annual Validation update and the UFE Allocation Factor Review and stated the PWG was in consensus not to change any of the UFE allocation factors.  

Protocols Section 18:  Load Profiling Update 

Mr. Lee presented the Protocol Section 18; Load Profiling edits proposed by the PWG; requesting Market Participants review the language changes and provide feedback at the October 28th, 2015 and November 18, 2015 PWG meetings.    

Load Profiling Guide Revision Requests – Mr. Lee stated ERCOT now utilizes the published Association of Edison Illuminating Companies (AEIC) Load Research standard for creating and maintaining Load Profiles; so language changes will be needed for outdated sections.  

Virtual Valley Zone – Mr. Lee stated the PWG agreed with the ERCOT proposed solution that a Virtual Weather Zone was the best solution for new Valley Weather Zone for ERCOT forecasting options; and that ERCOT is evaluating how to distribute the data.  
	Market Information System User Group (MISUG)

Julie Thomas reviewed recent MISUG activities; including an update on the External Web Services Workshop III and the timeline of events.    

Other Business

Subcommittee and Working Group Sponsored Revision Requests

Ms. Trenary stated TAC is requesting that future revision requests be supported by a stakeholder who can support the revision request through the revision request process; rather than the working group.  

NPRR711-IDR Meter Required Threshold Workshop VI Update 

Ms. Scott provided an update on the NPRR711-IDR Meter Threshold Workshop; stating that additional time was needed to consider the viable options; without changing the threshold limit and that NPRR711-IDR Meter Required Threshold VII would be held in the near future;  

November 11, 2015 COPS Meeting 

Ms. Trenary stated that due to Veterans Day on November 11, 2015; the November meeting will be cancelled and the next COPS meeting will be December 9, 2015.  

Verifiable Costs Data Submittal

Jack Brown reminded Market Participants with Resources that the verifiable cost associated with those Resources must be submitted for ERCOT review at least every five years and that on December 1, 2015 five years will have passed since the Texas Nodal Market Implementation Date.   In response to the large number of verifiable cost submissions expected, Mr. Ruane stated that ERCOT would be filing a Verifiable Cost Manual Revision Request (VCMRR) to allow more time for ERCOT to process these filings and that ERCOT will not be proposing any change to the five year deadline for submission as part of this VCMRR.    

Adjournment

Ms. Trenary adjourned the October 14, 2015 COPS meeting at 12:42 p.m. 


� Key Documents referenced in these minutes may be accessed on the ERCOT website at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2015/10/14/31865-COPS" �http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2015/10/14/31865-COPS�
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