Nodal Protocol Revision Request


	NPRR Number
	XXX
	NPRR Title
	Revisions associated with COM-002-4 and Other Clarifications Associated with Dispatch Instructions

	Date Posted
	November XX, 2015

	
	

	Requested Resolution 
	Normal 

	Nodal Protocol Sections Requiring Revision 
	2.1, Definitions

6.5.7.8, Dispatch Procedures

6.5.8, Verbal Dispatch Instructions

	Other Binding Documents Requiring Revision or Related Revision Requests
	NOGRRXXX, Revisions associated with COM-002-4 and Other Clarifications Associated with Dispatch Instructions

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) aligns with NERC Standard COM-002-4, corrects and provides clarification to the language for dispatch procedures and the verbal dispatch instruction.  

	Reason for Revision
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  Addresses current operational issues.
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  Meets Strategic goals (tied to the ERCOT Strategic Plan or directed by the ERCOT Board).
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  Market efficiencies or enhancements
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  Administrative
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  Regulatory requirements
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  Other:  (explain)

(please select all that apply)

	Business Case
	Aligns with NERC Standard COM-002-4, provides transparency and clarification as well as removes inaccurate information.  Reduces impact and loss of time recovering from communication errors and reduced compliance risks by establishing a best utility practice for the ERCOT Region.


	Sponsor

	Name
	Stephen Solis

	E-mail Address
	stephen.solis@ercot.com

	Company
	ERCOT

	Phone Number
	512-248-6772

	Cell Number
	

	Market Segment
	Not applicable.


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Brian Manning

	E-Mail Address
	Brian.manning@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512-248-3937


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


2.1 DEFINITIONS

Dispatch Instruction

A specific command issued by ERCOT to a QSE, TSP,  DSP or its agent for the real-time  operation of the ERCOT System to change or preserve the state, status, output, or input of an element or facility of the ERCOT System.
Issued Instruction Confirmation
A manually entered ERCOT-to-QSE electronic message which confirms that a Verbal Dispatch Instruction (VDI) for a Generation Resource was issued.  Issued Instruction Confirmations are required for Settlements purposes. 
6.5.7.8
Dispatch Procedures

(1)
ERCOT shall issue all Resource Dispatch Instructions to the QSE that represents the affected Resource.  A QSE may provide a Resource Status of ONTEST for a Generation Resource not providing Ancillary Services to indicate that the Resource is currently undergoing unit testing and is blocked from SCED Dispatch.  A QSE may provide a Resource Status of STARTUP for a Generation Resource not providing Ancillary Services to indicate that the Resource is currently undergoing a start-up sequence which requires manual control below or above its telemetered LSL to stabilize the Resource prior to its availability for SCED Dispatch.  Generation Resources with a Resource Status of ONTEST will be provided a Base Point equal to the net real power telemetry at the time of the SCED execution.  ERCOT may not issue Dispatch Instructions to the QSE for Generation Resources with a Resource Status of ONTEST except:

(a)
For Dispatch Instructions that are a part of testing; or

(b)
During conditions when the Resource is the only alternative for solving a transmission constraint; or

(c)
During Force Majeure Events that threaten the reliability of the ERCOT System.

(2)
Each QSE shall immediately forward any valid Dispatch Instruction to the appropriate  Resource or group of Resources or identify a reason for non-compliance with the Dispatch Instruction to ERCOT in accordance with Section 6.5.7.9, Compliance with Dispatch Instructions
(3)
If ERCOT believes that a Resource has inadequately responded to a Dispatch Instruction, ERCOT shall notify the QSE, representing the Resource as soon as practicable.





(4)
ERCOT shall record all voice conversations that occur in the communication of Dispatch Instructions.


(5)
By mutual agreement of the TSP and ERCOT, Dispatch Instructions to the TSP may be provided to the TSP’s designated agent.  In that case, issuance of the Dispatch Instruction to the designated agent is considered issuance to the TSP, and the TSP must comply with the Dispatch Instruction exactly as if it had been issued directly to the TSP, whether or not the designated agent accurately conveys the Dispatch Instruction to the TSP.
(6)
ERCOT shall direct Verbal Dispatch Instructions (VDIs) to the Master QSE of a Generation Resource that has been split to function as two or more Split Generation Resources as deemed necessary by ERCOT to effectuate actions for the total Generation Resource for instances in which electronic instructions are not feasible.
6.5.8
Issued Instruction Confirmation
  (1)
An Issued Instruction Confirmation shall  contain the following information:

(a)
Identification of the responsible Entity and instructing authority (to include ERCOT Operator’s and receiving operator’s names); 

(b)
Specific Resources that were the subject of the Dispatch Instruction;

(c)
Specific action that was required;

(d)
Beginning operating level or state of the Resources that were the subject of the Dispatch Instruction;

(e)
Operating level or state to which such Resources were dispatched;

(f)
Time of notification of the Dispatch Instruction;

(g)
Time at which the QSE was required to initiate the Dispatch Instruction;

(h)
Time within which the QSE was required to complete the Dispatch Instruction; and

(j)
Other information relevant to that Dispatch Instruction.

(2)
Within one minute, the QSE shall provide electronic acknowledgement, including the receiving operator’s indentification of the Issued Instruction.
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