Board Report

	NPRR Number
	717
	NPRR Title
	Clarification of EPS Metering Exception for ERS Generation

	Date of Decision
	October 13, 2015

	Action
	Approved

	Timeline 
	Normal

	Effective Date
	November 1, 2015

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	Not applicable.

	Nodal Protocol Sections Requiring Revision 
	10.2.3, ERCOT-Polled Settlement Meters

	Related Documents Requiring Revision/Related Revision Requests
	None.

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) adds language in Section 10.2.3 to exempt generation offering Emergency Response Service (ERS) during the current contract period from the ERCOT-Polled Settlement (EPS) metering requirement and allow the EPS-exempt ERS Generator to export energy to the ERCOT System during equipment testing.

	Reason for Revision
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  Addresses current operational issues.
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  Meets Strategic goals (tied to the ERCOT Strategic Plan or directed by the ERCOT Board).
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  Market efficiencies or enhancements
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  Administrative
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  Regulatory requirements
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  Other:  Reduces ambiguity
(please select all that apply)

	Business Case
	This NPRR reduces ambiguity by clarifying that generation offering ERS during the current contract period is not required to employ EPS metering whether it is directly connected to the ERCOT Transmission Grid, the ERCOT System, or the Distribution System, regardless of size.  Section 10.2.3(1)(a) exempts an ERS Generator connected to the ERCOT Transmission Grid from the EPS requirement (see: NPRR475, EPS Metering Exception for ERS Generation).  However, Section 10.2.3(1)(c) requires generation 10MWs or larger to employ EPS metering.  The exeption in (a) remains unbounded, leading one to the conclusion that a 10MW or larger ERS Generator on the Distribution System requires EPS metering while a 10 MW or larger ERS Generator on the Transmission Grid does not.  The NPRR includes language allowing the EPS-exempt ERS Generator to export to the ERCOT System during equipment testing.

This NPRR reduces cost by allowing the option for Transmission and Distribution Service Provider (TDSP)-read metering for larger ERS Generators as opposed to requiring EPS metering which can increase the metering cost by as much as tenfold.

This NPRR improves market efficiency by allowing a TDSP-read option for larger ERS Generators thus reducing barriers to entry and leading to more participation and increased competition in the ERS market.

	Credit Work Group Review
	ERCOT Credit Staff and the Credit Work Group (Credit WG) have reviewed NPRR717 and do not believe that it requires changes to credit monitoring activity or the calculation of liability.

	PRS Decision
	On 8/13/15, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR717 as submitted.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.
On 9/10/15, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward to TAC the 8/13/15 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR717.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of PRS Discussion
	On 8/13/15, there was no discussion.
On 9/10/15, there was no discussion.

	TAC Decision 
	On 9/24/15, TAC unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR717 as recommended by PRS in the 9/10/15 PRS Report.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.  

	Summary of TAC Discussion
	On 9/24/15, there was no discussion. 

	ERCOT Opinion
	ERCOT supports approval of NPRR717 as it provides consistent treatment for ERS Generators, whether they are connected to the ERCOT Transmission Grid, the ERCOT System, or the Distribution System.

	Board Decision
	On 10/13/15, the ERCOT Board approved NPRR717 as recommended by TAC in the 9/24/15 TAC Report.


	Sponsor

	Name
	Adrianne Brandt

	E-mail Address
	adrianne.brandt@austinenergy.com

	Company
	City of Austin D/B/A Austin Energy

	Phone Number
	512-505-3749

	Cell Number
	512-799-9517

	Market Segment
	Municipal


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Cory Phillips

	E-Mail Address
	cory.phillips@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512-248-6464


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	None.
	


	Market Rules Notes


None.
	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


10.2.3
ERCOT-Polled Settlement Meters

(1)
ERCOT shall poll Metering Facilities that meet any one of the following criteria:

(a)
Generation connected directly to the ERCOT Transmission Grid, unless the generation is participating in a current ERS Contract Period and the generation only exports energy to the ERCOT Transmission Grid during equipment testing, an ERS deployment, or an ERS test;

(b)
Auxiliary meters used for generation netting by ERCOT;

(c)
Generation delivering 10 MW or more to the ERCOT System, unless the generation is participating in a current ERS Contract Period and the generation only exports energy to the ERCOT System during equipment testing, an ERS deployment, or an ERS test;

(d)
Generation participating in any Ancillary Service market;

(e)
NOIE points connected bi-directionally to the ERCOT System; 

(f)
Direct Current Ties (DC Ties);

(g)
DG where there is an energy storage Load Resource that has associated Wholesale Storage Load (WSL); and

(h)
WSL associated to a generation site.

 (2)
Additionally, ERCOT shall poll any All-Inclusive Generator or NOIE metering point at the request of such Entity, provided the Metering Facility meets all requirements and approvals associated with EPS metering requirements of this Section and the SMOG.  Load Resources of 10 MW or more on the ERCOT System, may, at their option have an EPS Meter.
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