PRS Report

	NPRR Number
	719
	NPRR Title
	Removal of Trigger and Requirement to Reduce the Distributed Generation (DG) Registration Threshold

	Date of Decision
	September 10, 2015

	Action
	Tabled

	Timeline 
	Normal

	Proposed Effective Date
	To be determined. 

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	To be determined. 

	Nodal Protocol Sections Requiring Revision 
	16.5, Registration of a Resource Entity

	Related Documents Requiring Revision/Related Revision Requests
	Commercial Operations Market Guide Revision Request (COPMGRR) 040, Alignment with NPRR719, Removal of Trigger and Requirement to Reduce the Distributed Generation (DG) Registration Threshold

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) removes the requirement for ERCOT to reduce the DG registration threshold when the aggregated unregistered installed capacity of DG greater than 50 kW in any one Load Zone reaches 10 MW.

	Reason for Revision
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  Addresses current operational issues.
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  Meets Strategic goals (tied to the ERCOT Strategic Plan or directed by the ERCOT Board).
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  Market efficiencies or enhancements
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  Administrative
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  Regulatory requirements
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  Other:  (explain)

(please select all that apply)

	Business Case
	Upon review by ERCOT and stakeholders, it was determined that the requirement to reduce the DG registration threshold when the aggregated unregistered installed capacity of DG greater than 50 kW in any one Load Zone reaches 10 MW was intended to bring attention to the growing level of DG and its potential operational and market ramifications.  Issues related to the growing level of DG are being addressed by the Distributed Resource Energy and Ancillaries Market (DREAM) Task Force and maintaining the DG registration threshold, currently at 1 MW, will alleviate the burden of existing DG facility owners from the requirement to become an ERCOT Member and to register their Resource(s).  ERCOT will continue to track and report the unregistered installed capacity of DG greater than 50 kW and equal to or below the current DG registration threshold by Load Zone.  This NPRR supports the ERCOT strategic pillar, Flexible Market Design, by responding effectively to changes in market rules while maintaining a highly reliable grid and open access to the market.

	Credit Work Group Review
	To be determined.

	PRS Decision
	On 8/13/15, PRS unanimously voted to table NPRR719 for one month.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

On 9/10/15, PRS unanimously votable to table NPRR719 for one month.  All Market Segments were present for the vote. 

	Summary of PRS Discussion
	On 8/13/15, participants discussed tabling NPRR719 to allow for more discussion on the associated COPMGRR040. 

On 9/10/15, there was no discussion. 


	Sponsor

	Name
	Michelle Trenary on behalf of the Commercial Operations Subcommittee (COPS)

	E-mail Address
	mtrenary@tnsk.com

	Company
	Tenaska Power Services Co.

	Phone Number
	817-303-3613

	Cell Number
	682-551-3044

	Market Segment
	Not applicable


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Lindsay Butterfield

	E-Mail Address
	Lindsay.Butterfield@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512-248-6521


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	Reliant Energy 072815
	Removed duplicate requirements for unregistered DG reporting in the Protocols and replaced with references to the Commercial Operations Market Guide (COPMG).


	Market Rules Notes


None.
	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


16.5
Registration of a Resource Entity 

(1)
A Resource Entity owns or controls an All-Inclusive Resource connected to the ERCOT System.  Each Resource Entity operating in the ERCOT Region must register with ERCOT.  To become registered as a Resource Entity, an Entity must execute a Standard Form Market Participant Agreement (using the form in Section 22, Attachment A, Standard Form Market Participant Agreement), designate Resource Entity Authorized Representatives, contacts, and a User Security Administrator (USA) (per the Application for Registration as a Resource Entity), and demonstrate to ERCOT’s reasonable satisfaction that it is capable of performing the functions of a Resource Entity under these Protocols.  The Resource Entity shall provide Resource Registration data pursuant to Planning Guide Section 6.8.2, Resource Registration Process, for each All-Inclusive Resource through ERCOT registration, except for Distributed Generation (DG) with an installed capacity equal to or lower than the DG registration threshold.  A Resource Entity may submit a proposal to register the aggregation of non-wind generators as an Aggregate Generation Resource (AGR) which ERCOT may grant at its sole discretion.

	[NPRR588:  Replace paragraph (1) above with the following upon system implementation:] 

(1)
A Resource Entity owns or controls an All-Inclusive Resource connected to the ERCOT System.  Each Resource Entity operating in the ERCOT Region must register with ERCOT.  To become registered as a Resource Entity, an Entity must execute a Standard Form Market Participant Agreement (using the form in Section 22, Attachment A, Standard Form Market Participant Agreement), designate Resource Entity Authorized Representatives, contacts, and a User Security Administrator (USA) (per the Application for Registration as a Resource Entity), and demonstrate to ERCOT’s reasonable satisfaction that it is capable of performing the functions of a Resource Entity under these Protocols.  The Resource Entity shall provide Resource Registration data pursuant to Planning Guide Section 6.8.2, Resource Registration Process, for each All-Inclusive Resource through ERCOT registration, except for Distributed Generation (DG) with an installed capacity equal to or lower than the DG registration threshold.  A Resource Entity may submit a proposal to register the aggregation of non-Intermittent Renewable Resource (IRR) generators as an Aggregate Generation Resource (AGR) which ERCOT may grant at its sole discretion.


(2)
Prior to commissioning, Resources Entities will regularly update the data necessary for modeling.  These updates will reflect the best available information at the time submitted.

(3)
Following ERCOT’s receipt of a new or amended Standard Generation Interconnection Agreement (SGIA) or a letter from a duly authorized official from the Municipally Owned Utility (MOU) or Electric Cooperative (EC), ERCOT shall review the description of the proposed All-Inclusive Generation Resource in Exhibit “C” (or similar exhibit) to the SGIA and the data submitted pursuant to Planning Guide Section 6.8.2, to assess whether the Resource, as proposed, would violate any operational standards established in the Protocols, Planning Guide, Nodal Operating Guides, and Other Binding Documents.  ERCOT must provide its determination to the Transmission Service Provider (TSP) and the owner of the proposed Resource within 60 days of the date ERCOT receives the new or amended SGIA or letter from a duly authorized official from the MOU or EC.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, this determination shall not preclude ERCOT from subsequently determining that the Resource violates any operational standards established in the Protocols, Planning Guide, Nodal Operating Guides, and Other Binding Documents or from taking any appropriate action based on that determination.

(4)
If, at any time before allowing initial synchronization of an All-Inclusive Generation Resource with the ERCOT System following the execution of a new or amended SGIA or ERCOT’s receipt of a letter from a duly authorized official from the MOU or EC, ERCOT reasonably determines that the Resource may violate operational standards established in the Protocols, Planning Guide, Nodal Operating Guides, and Other Binding Documents, ERCOT may require the affected Resource Entity to demonstrate to ERCOT’s reasonable satisfaction that the Resource can comply with these standards before the Resource will be permitted to synchronize.  ERCOT must promptly identify the particular provision that it determines may be violated and the factual basis for this determination.  ERCOT may refuse to allow initial synchronization if the Resource Entity cannot demonstrate that the Resource can comply with these standards.  Upon review of the Resource Entity’s response to that determination, ERCOT must promptly notify the Resource Entity whether the possible violation of operational standards established in the Protocols, Planning Guide, Nodal Operating Guides, and Other Binding Documents has been remedied.  

(5)
DG with an installed capacity greater than one MW, the DG registration threshold, must register with ERCOT.  ERCOT shall produce quarterly reports on the total unregistered installed capacity of DG greater than 50 kW and equal to or below the current DG registration threshold, summed by Load Zone.  
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