
APPROVED
Minutes of the ERCOT Retail Market Subcommittee (RMS) Meeting

7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744

Tuesday, August 4, 2015 - 9:30 a.m.
Attendance

Members:

	Arriaga, Laura
	TriEagle Energy
	

	Bevill, Rob
	Green Mountain Energy
	

	Brewster, Chris
	City of Eastland
	

	Boren, Marie
	OPUC
	Alt. for Michele Gregg

	Callender, Wayne
	CPS Energy
	

	Crabb, Timothy
	
	

	Goff, Eric
	Citigroup Energy
	

	Haney, Kara
	Champion Energy Services
	

	Helton, Bob
	GDF Suez
	Alt. for Britney Taylor

	Kelly, William
	Austin Energy
	

	Lee, Jim
	AEP Service Corporation
	

	Lyons, Chris
	Exelon
	Via Teleconference

	McKeever, Deborah
	Oncor Electric Delivery
	

	Moschos, John
	Tenaska Power Services
	 

	Ohrt, Wendy
	South Texas Electric Cooperative
	Via Teleconference

	Pfannenstiel, Darrin
	Stream Energy
	

	Power, David
	Public Citizen
	 

	Rehfeldt, Diana
	Texas New Mexico Power 
	

	Scott, Kathy
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Sims, Stacia
	CoServe Electric
	Via Teleconference

	Werley, David
	Bryan Texas Utilities 
	

	Wilson, Frank
	Nueces Elective 
	Via Teleconference

	
	
	


Guests:

	Abbott, Kristin
	PUCT
	Via Teleconference

	Aldis, Laura
	APGE
	

	Bevill, Jennifer
	CES
	Via Teleconference

	Blackwell, Michael
	ACES Power
	Via Teleconference

	Blakey, Eric
	Just Energy
	

	Burke, Tom
	GSEC
	

	Coleman, Katie
	Thompson and Knight, LLP
	

	Crouch, Cliff
	PUCT
	Via Teleconference

	Durham, Isabelle
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Esquivel, Al
	Direct Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Fernandez, Tomas
	NRG 
	

	Flowers, BJ
	Sharyland
	Via Teleconference

	Gross, Blake
	AEP
	Via Teleconference

	Howe, Larry
	TXSES
	Via Teleconference

	Jacobs, Kaci
	TXU Energy
	 

	Jolly, Emily
	Pioneer
	

	Jones, Liz
	Oncor
	

	Kent, Esther
	CenterPoint Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Kimbrough, Todd
	Greenberg Traurig
	

	Levine, Norman
	Direct Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Lewin, Doug
	SPEER
	 

	Li, Young
	Potomac Economics
	Via Teleconference

	Moore, Sheri
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Reed, Carolyn
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Reed, Rebecca
	NRG
	

	Roberts, Bobby
	TNMP
	

	Rodriguez, Teresa
	Stream Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Rowley, Chris
	Oncor Electric Delivery
	

	Sandidge, Clint
	Noble Solutions
	Via Teleconference

	Schatz, John
	TXU Energy
	

	Sithihao, Mary
	Stream Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Son, Jae
	Samsung
	Via Teleconference

	Taylor, Becky
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Velasquez, Ivan
	Oncor Electric Delivery
	

	Wiegand, Sheri
	TXU Energy
	

	Wissink, Mike
	Softsmiths 
	Via Teleconference

	Young, Susan
	Direct Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Zdunkewicz, Richard
	Richard
	


ERCOT Staff:

	Butterfield, Lindsay
	
	

	Clifton, Suzy 
	
	

	Connel, Seth
	
	Via Teleconference

	Gupta, Vikram
	
	

	Hailu, Ted 
	
	

	Landry, Kelly
	
	Via Teleconference

	Levine, Jonathan
	
	

	Manning, Brian
	
	Via Teleconference

	Meiners, Catherine
	
	Via Teleconference

	Michelsen, David
	
	

	Morehead, Juliana
	
	Via Teleconference

	Pagliai, Dave
	
	

	Phillips, Cory
	
	Via Teleconference

	Roberts, Randy
	
	Via Teleconference

	Ruane, Mark
	
	

	Smallwood, Aaron
	
	

	Thurman, Kathryn
	
	 

	Tucker, Don
	
	

	Wattles, Paul
	
	Via Teleconference


Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.

Kathy Scott called the meeting to order at 9:32 a.m. 

Antitrust Admonition

Ms. Scott read the ERCOT Antitrust Admonition as displayed and noted the need to comply with the ERCOT Antitrust Guidelines.  A copy of the guidelines was available for review at http://www.ercot.com/about/governance/index.html.   

Agenda Review and Discussion

Ms. Scott reviewed items scheduled for a vote at this meeting and noted potential changes to the order for which items would be taken up.  
Consider Approval of Draft RMS Meeting Minutes

June 2, 2015 
Diana Rehfeldt moved to approve the June 2, RMS meeting minutes as submitted.  Debbie McKeever seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.   The Independent Power Marketer (IPM) Segment was not present for the vote.  
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Update (see Key Documents)

Ms. Scott reviewed highlights of the June 25, 2015 TAC information session and the July 30, 2015 TAC meeting; including the Ancillary Services (AS) Redesign update, the Budget Process and Working Group and Task Force Leadership Election discussions, and the disposition of Revision Requests of special interest to RMS considered by TAC.  Ms. Scott announced the TAC Subcommittee Structural and Procedural and Goal Review to be held following the August 27, 2015 TAC meeting.   
Commercial Operations Subcommittee (COPS) Update (See Key Documents)

John Schatz reported highlights of the July 15, 2015 COPS meeting and reviewed working group activities.  
Valley Weather Zone (see Key Documents)

Calvin Opheim presented ERCOT’s concept for creating a separate Valley Weather Zone, stating that it would provide improved monitoring and analysis for the area.  Market Participants were concerned with the stakeholder process and the impacts for retail systems and processes.  Mr. Opheim stated that there is a potential that ERCOT could create a virtual Valley Weather Zone in their internal processes, which could prevent Market Participants from making any changes on their side to support a new Valley Weather Zone; however, ERCOT needed further time to explore this option with Subject Matter Experts (SMEs).
Joint Development and Operating Agreement (JDOA) Update

Bobby Roberts presented the JDOA update for the March 2015 Smart Meter Texas (SMT) outage; including the outage timeline, root causes and action plans implemented.  

SCR786, Retail Market Test Environment 

Ms. Scott provided an update on System Change Request (SCR) 786, stating that at the July 16, 2015 Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS) Meeting, PRS voted to recommend approval of SCR786 as submitted; however, Market Participants were concerned with the potential costs for the testing environment; and noted future support would be dependent upon the cost specified in the Impact Analysis.  
Ms. McKeever moved to endorse SCR786 as submitted.  Ms. Rehfeldt seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
NPRR Reviews (See Key Documents) 
NPRR709, Revisions to Alternative Dispute Resolution Procedure 

Jonathan Levine provided an update on Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) 709.  RMS took no action on this item
NPRR711, Increase the Interval Data Recorder Meter Mandatory Install Requirement from 700 kW/kVA to 1.5 MW/MVA  
Ms. Scott provided an update on NPRR711.  Market Participants discussed TIEC/Pioneer concerns with language changes in NPRR711.  Market Participants were concerned with the definition of Interval Data Recorder (IDR) meters, Advanced Metering Systems (AMS) and traditional IDR meters within the Protocols; 4CP Settlement and current metering technology.    

Eric Goff moved to endorse NPRR711 as submitted; and to recommend that RMS and COPS continue to work on meter data flow issues in order to use the most appropriate technology as possible.  Bob Helton seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

As an example of the most appropriate technology possible, Mr. Goff suggested that RMS and COPS consider the concept that 15-minute data be in the same data flow regardless of the origination of the data.  Jim Lee opined this topic could be achieved through the Profile Working Group (PWG) since PWG is currently reviewing and updating ERCOT’s Protocols Section 18 “Load Profiling”. 
	Working Group (WG) and Task Force (TF) Reports (See Key Documents)

MarkeTrak Task Force (MTTF)

Sheri Wiegand provided an update on MTTF activities.  Ms. Scott directed the MTTF and the Texas Data Transport Working Group (TDTWG) to consider the scope and change of the TDTWG to the Texas Data Transport and MarkeTrak Systems Working Group (TDTMS) and to provide a recommendation at the September 1, 2015 RMS meeting.  

RMGRR129, Revision to Customer Rescission Completion Timeline 
Ms. Wiegand provided an update on Retail Market Guide Revision Request (RMGRR) 129, Revision to Customer Rescission Completion Timeline.  

Ms. McKeever moved to post the 8/4/15 MarkeTrak Task Force comments for RMGRR129.   Laura Haney seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.   

RMGRR131 Guidelines for Notification of Invoice Dispute 

Ms. Wiegand reviewed RMGRR131 and noted that the associated Impact Analysis reflects that there would be no impacts to ERCOT.           
Ms. Rehfeldt moved to endorse and forward to TAC the 6/2/15 RMS Report and the Impact Analysis for RMGRR131.  Mr. Helton seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.   

Advanced Metering Working Group (AMWG) 

Mr. Schatz provided an update on AMWG activities and the Smart Meter Texas (SMT) workshop.  Mr. Schatz presented the new Change Request process wherein sponsors are required; and stated that although Change Requests will continue to be prioritized; those with implementation costs will not be implemented until guidance is received from the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) on PUCT Project No. 42786, Review of Advanced Metering System Web Portals.  Mr. Schatz presented the May and June SMT statistics.  
Change Requests 2015-041 

Mr. Schatz reviewed Change Request 2015-041.  

Ms. Rehfeldt moved to approve Change Request 2015-041.  Ms. McKeever seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.   
Change Requests Implementation Cost Estimates  
AMWG Change Requests 2015-042 (RMS Approved 06/02/2015)

Mr. Schatz reviewed Change Request 2015-042 and the associated Rough Order Of Magnitude (ROM).

Mr. Helton moved to approve Change Request Implementation Cost Estimate for AMWG Change Request 2015-042.  David Power seconded the motion.  The motion carried with one objection from the Independent Power Marketer (Citigroup Energy) Market Segment.  
AMWG Change Requests 2014-018 (RMS Approved 09/09/2014)

Mr. Schatz reviewed Change Request 2014-018 and the associated ROM, stating AMWG supported Option three as the numerical data only was less costly.  Market Participants were concerned with the SMT product offerings and current or future services provided by the Competitive Retailers (CRs); the PUCT consideration of PUCT Project No. 42786 and implementation costs.    
Mr. Bevill moved to table Change Request Implementation Cost Estimate for AMWG Change Request 2014-018.  Mr. Goff seconded the motion.   Some Market Participants opined customers had a right to request data in this format; and there was no differentiation from previous Change Requests.  
Mr. Goff moved to call the question.  Mr. Helton seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

The motion to table Change Request Implementation Cost Estimate for AMWG Change Request 2014-018 carried via roll call vote, with two objections from the Consumer (Public Citizen) and Cooperative (Nueces Electric) Market Segments and ten abstentions from the Consumer (OPUC), Cooperative (CoServe Electric), Independent Generator (GDF Suez), Independent Retail Electric Provider (IREP) (TriEagle Energy and Stream Energy), Investor Owned Utilities (AEP Service Corporation, TNMP and CenterPoint Energy) and Municipal (CPS Energy and Bryan Texas Utilities) Market Segments.   (Please see ballot posted with Key Documents.)
TDTWG Update
Isabelle Durham provided an update on TDTWG activities.   
North American Energy Standards Board (NAESB) Upgrade Recommendation 
Ms. McKeever moved that RMS should endorse the TDTWG and ERCOT recommendation to not move forward with the NAESBA upgrade at this time.  Mr. Lee seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Texas Standard Electronic Transaction (Texas SET) Working Group  

Ms. Rehfeldt provided an update on Texas SET Working Group activities.  
RMGRR132, NOIE Disconnect and Reconnect Process 

Ms. Rehfeldt provided an update on RMGRR132.  Market Participants discussed RMGRR132; the need for additional time to review the proposed language changes with ERCOT and to determine where these changes should reside.  
Mr. Helton moved to table RMGRR132.  Wayne Callender seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.



Retail Market Training Task Force (RMTTF) Update

Tomas Fernandez reviewed recent RMTTF activities.  

ERCOT Updates (see Key Documents)

Retail Projects Update
Troy Anderson presented highlights of the 2015 retail projects, release targets and the cash flow projection.  Mr. Anderson stated that the ERCOT Board approved the 2016/2017 budget request that includes additional project funds; $20M yearly for a data center hardware refresh and that the budget for the Project Priority list (PPL) remain consistent with recent years.  
Legacy Tool Replacement 

Aaron Smallwood provided an update on the Legacy Tool Migration.   

Red Flag / System Generated Notices Update

Ted Hailu provided an update on the Red Flag/System Generated Notice concept.  

IT Incident Report 

Dave Pagliai stated that Retail Market IT systems met their respective Service Level Agreement (SLA) targets for June and July 2015 and reviewed the incidents and planned maintenance.  Mr. Pagliai provided an update on the Supplemental Advanced Metering System (AMS) Interval Data Report issue; stating there were no impacts to the report posting in June and April and that the permanent fix was implemented June 22, 2015.  

MarkeTrak Upgrade 
Mr. Pagliai provided an update on the Serena Business Manager and the MarkeTrak upgrade.  Ms. Scott noted the MTTF and the TDTWG were in consensus with the ERCOT recommendation to stay with the current version and revisit a potential upgrade in six to twelve months.  

Change requests
Ms. Scott requested that ERCOT provide the RMS and TDTWG notification of ERCOT internal change requests that have market impacts or system changes prior to implementation.   Dave Michelsen agreed ERCOT would provide the notification.  

Flight 0615 Summary  

Mr. Michelsen presented the Flight 0615 Summary and Flight 1015 RMS approved schedule. 
Inadvertent Gain (IAG) Statistics

Mr. Michelsen presented the May and June 2015 IAG statistics in the proposed new format.  Market Participants discussed relevant data.  Ms. Scott directed MTTF and TDTWG to work with ERCOT and to provide their recommendation at the September 1, 2015 RMS Meeting.  

Revision Request Forms

Lindsay Butterfield presented the revised Revision Request forms.  

Emerging Issues/Critical Upcoming Events/Other Business (See Key Documents)
	Joint RMS/WMS Workshop I: Improving 3rd Party Access to SMT Update
Ms. Scott provided an update on the Joint RMS/WMS Workshop I: Improving 3rd Party Access to SMT and announced the tentative date of October 16, 2015 for the next workshop.  
AEP CR Workshop
Mr. Lee announced the AEP Competitive Retailer workshop to be held September 1, 2015 through September 2, 2015 in Corpus Christi, Texas and encouraged Market Participants to attend.    

Adjournment

Ms. Scott adjourned the August 4, 2015 RMS meeting at 2:22 p.m.   



	


� Key Documents referenced in these minutes may be accessed on the ERCOT website at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2015/8/4/31890-RMS" �http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2015/8/4/31890-RMS�
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