
APPROVED

Minutes of the Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS) Meeting

ERCOT Austin – 7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744

Thursday, June 5, 2014 – 9:30 a.m.
Attendance

Members:

	Armke, James
	Austin Energy
	

	Bern, Alan
	Oncor Electric Delivery
	

	DeTullio, David
	Air Liquide
	

	Dillard, Jesse
	City of Dallas
	

	Firestone, Joel
	Topaz Power
	

	Green, Bob
	Garland Power and Light
	

	Greer, Clayton
	Morgan Stanley
	

	Hatfield, Bill
	LCRA
	

	Horvath, Julius
	Wind Energy Transmission Texas
	

	John, Ebby
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Jones, Randy
	Calpine
	

	Keetch, Rick
	Reliant Energy Retail Services
	

	Kunkel, Dennis
	AEP Service Corporation
	

	Kolb, Lloyd
	Golden Spread Electric Cooperative
	Via Teleconference

	Moore, John
	South Texas Electric Cooperative
	

	Reed, Cyrus
	Sierra Club
	

	Ryno, Randy
	Brazos Electric
	

	Sandidge, Clint
	Noble Solutions
	Via Teleconference

	Showalter, Dana
	E.ON Climate and Renewables
	

	Staples, Boone
	Tenaska Power Services
	Alt. Rep. for S. Helyer

	Vo, Trieu
	CPS Energy
	

	Weiss, Spencer
	EDP Renewables
	


Guests:

	Alford, Anthony
	CenterPoint Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Baumbach, Gregory
	NBU
	

	Bell, Brad
	E. ON
	

	Bruce, Mark
	Stratus Energy
	

	Burks, Spencer
	LCRA
	Via Teleconference

	Cook, Tim
	CTT
	Via Teleconference

	English, Barksdale
	Austin Energy
	

	Grimes, Mike
	EDPR
	

	Gross, Blake
	AEP
	

	Hampton, Brenda
	Luminant
	

	Helton, Bob
	GDF Suez
	

	Henry, Jack
	Siemens, PTI
	

	Jones, Liz
	Oncor
	

	Kremling, Barry
	GVEC
	

	Lane, Rob
	Luminant
	

	Le, Don
	Lone Star Transmission
	Via Teleconference

	Li, Young
	Potomac Economics
	Via Teleconference

	Looney, Sherry
	Luminant
	Via Teleconference

	Macias, Michael
	AEP
	Via Teleconference

	McClellan, Suzi
	Good Company
	Via Teleconference

	Owens, Frank
	Cross Texas Transmission
	

	Penney, David
	Texas Reliability Entity
	

	Pieniazek, Adrian
	NRG
	

	Reid, Walter
	Wind Coalition
	

	Priestley, Vanus
	Macquarie
	Via Teleconference

	Rocha, Basileo
	CPS Energy
	

	Sahni, Mandhir
	PWR Solutions
	Via Teleconference

	Schwarz, Brad
	Sharyland
	

	Turner, David
	Lone Star Transmission
	

	Wagner, Marguerite
	BETM
	

	White, Laurie
	AEP
	

	Woods, Brad
	Texas Reliability Entity
	


ERCOT Staff:

	Albracht, Brittney
	
	

	Bernecker, John
	
	Via Teleconference

	Billo, Jeff
	
	

	Blackmer, Kelly
	
	

	Borkar, Sandeep
	
	Via Teleconference

	Chatlani, Varsha
	
	Via Teleconference

	Collard, Brad
	
	Via Teleconference

	Frosch, Colleen
	
	

	Guiyab, Rochie
	
	Via Teleconference

	Hanson, Kevin
	
	Via Teleconference

	Hasha, Christine
	
	Via Teleconference

	Manning, Brian
	
	

	Peters, Patrick
	
	Via Teleconference

	Solis, Stephen
	
	Via Teleconference

	Springer, Agee
	
	

	Surendran, Resmi
	
	Via Teleconference

	Tan, Paul
	
	

	Thompson, Chad
	
	

	Sharma, Sandip
	
	

	White, Camden
	
	


Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.

Bill Hatfield called the June 5, 2014 ROS meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. 

Antitrust Admonition

Mr. Hatfield directed attention to the displayed ERCOT Antitrust Admonition and noted the requirement to comply with the ERCOT Antitrust Guidelines.  A copy of the guidelines was available for review.

Agenda Review

There were no changes to the agenda.

	Approval of Minutes (see Key Documents)

March 6, 2014 ROS Minutes 
Randy Ryno moved to approve the March 6, 2014 ROS minutes as submitted.  Randy Jones seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

April 3, 2014 ROS Minutes
This item was postponed.


	ERCOT Updates (see Key Documents)
March 2014 Operations Report

April 2014 Operations Report

ERCOT Staff presented the March 2014 and April 2014 Operations Reports.

March 2014 System Planning Report
April 2014 System Planning Report
ERCOT Staff presented the March 2014 and April 2014 System Planning Reports.
Generation Interconnection Status (GIS) Report
Jeff Billo reminded Market Participants that the GIS Report would now be posted to the Generation Adequacy page, with a link to the page in the monthly System Planning Report.  Market Participants requested that the cover page of reports reflect the date when the data was last updated; and that Revision Request language be developed to address water rights requirements for solar and wind Resources.



	Dynamics Working Group (DWG) (see Key Documents) (see Key Documents)
Carol Chessmore reviewed recent DWG activities.  Market Participants discussed ongoing efforts to convert from Power System Simulator for Engineering (PSS/E) Version 32 to PSS/E Version 33; the lack of updated models from wind turbine manufacturers, and how pressure might be applied to manufacturers to provide updated models; whether user-defined models impair the accuracy of dynamic studies; and whether the materiality of missing data is properly understood by stakeholders.  Ms. Chessmore offered that reasonable parameters are available and sufficient to give confidence in the studies.    
Mr. Moore expressed frustration that neither ERCOT nor Wind-powered Generation Resources (WGRs) have jurisdiction over turbine manufacturers, but that WGRs will be penalized for not providing updated models.  Ms. Showalter requested that ERCOT consider how PSS/E models are submitted, and suggested they not be embedded in the Resource Asset Registration Form (RARF), but rather accepted as a separate submittal.  


	Update – Critical Infrastructure Protection Working Group (CIPWG)

Christine Hasha raised to Market Participants’ awareness key dates for Project 2014-04 Physical Security, and Project 2014-02 CIP Standards Version 5 Revisions.   



	Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)  and ERCOT Board Update
Mr. Hatfield noted the disposition of voting items considered at the May 24, 2014 TAC meeting.

Assignments/Open Action Items:
Unit Start-up Failures/Early Reliability Unit Commitment (RUC)
Mr. Hatfield noted that the Wholesale Market Subcommittee (WMS) would likely form a RUC task force; that ROS members would likely participate in the task force; and that ROS will focus on unit start-up failures.  Chad Thompson reported that ERCOT is collecting data pertaining to start-up failures in the interconnection during cold weather events, and that there is not a specific Outage code for failure to start.  Market Participants discussed differentiating between failure to start in steady state conditions, and failure to start in anticipated extreme cold weather conditions; and that there may not be sufficient data points from severe weather events from which to draw conclusive positions.  Mr. Hatfield requested that the item remain on the ROS agenda for the foreseeable future. 
Review of ERCOT Planning Process 

Mr. Hatfield noted the ERCOT Board request for review of the ERCOT planning process.  Market Participants discussed whether the Planning Working Group (PLWG) should coordinate meetings with the Generation Adequacy Working Group (GATF); the assumptions that should be considered in developing the Report on Capacity, Demand, and Reserves in the ERCOT Region (CDR) versus the steady state cases; and that the CDR and planning studies are for different purposes and therefore have different origins and vetting processes.  Mr. Hatfield requested that PLWG develop a white paper explaining the differences, and to also bring recommendations and justifications for any changes.  Mr. Hatfield requested that PLWG provide monthly status reports to ROS on the progress of the white paper, and that PLWG consider the charge to review the ERCOT planning process and bring a refined assignment for consideration at the July 10, 2014 ROS meeting.
Evaluate the Early Release of High Ancillary Service Limit (HASL) to Security-Constrained Economic Dispatch (SCED) under Operating Reserve Demand Curve (ORDC) 

Sandip Sharma reviewed the draft ERCOT Business Practice, Manual Deployment and Recall of Responsive Reserve Service during Scarcity Conditions.  ERCOT Staff noted that the document stands alone, with or without ORDC, and gives more certainty to operations.  Market Participants discussed that “scarcity” is not a defined term in the ERCOT Protocols, but that a definition seems to be established through the business practice; that deployment should be according to a price signal, rather than “scarcity conditions”; and that 200MWs may not be a sufficient deployment.
Market Participants also discussed that the content of the business practice would more appropriately be housed in Protocol or Guide language, and requested that ERCOT develop the necessary Revision Requests. Mr. Hatfield requested that the item remain on the ROS agenda for the foreseeable future.
Update – Wind Temperature Data 

ERCOT Staff reported that it has requested additional information from wind Resources regarding the accuracy of wind forecasts, and that ERCOT needs additional data points to improve its own forecast.  Mr. Hatfield noted that the Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) Managers Working Group (QMWG) is considering how to improve the wind forecast via temperature data, and that should those discussions yield additional requirements, the Resource Data Working Group (RDWG) will take up the issue.



	Black Start Working Group (BSWG) (see Key Documents)
Recommendations for Improvements to Black Start Plan

Kelly Blackmer presented an overview of recommendations from Nexant’s review of the ERCOT Black Start program.  Market Participants discussed the implications of incorporating Private Use Networks in restoration plans; coordination efforts with gas pipeline companies; and the need to consider operational and jurisdictional issues associated with Direct Current Ties (DC Ties) and Comision Federal de Electricidad (CFE) ties.  Liz Jones encouraged Market Participants to participate in discussions to reach a more robust methodology than the current bid-in process.

	

	Operations Working Group (OWG) / Geomagnetic Disturbance Task Force (GMDTF) (see Key Documents)
Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) 129, Implement Operational Preparedness for Geomagnetic Disturbances
Disband Geomagnetic Disturbance Task Force (GMDTF)  
Market Participants received the final report of the GMDTF and thanked them for their work.  ERCOT Staff noted that both the ERCOT and North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) GMDTFs developed relevant material that organizations should take into consideration as they draft their operational plans.
Mr. R. Jones moved to recommend approval of NOGRR129 as recommended by OWG in the 5/19/14 OWG Report; and to disband GMDTF.  Joel Firestone seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

	

	Performance Disturbance Compliance Working Group (PDCWG) (see Key Documents)
Sydney Niemeyer reviewed recent PDCWG activities.  Market Participants discussed the interaction of the release of HASL with NERC Reliability Standard BAL-001-TRE-1, Primary Frequency Response in the ERCOT Region; that PDCWG had no concerns with the implementation of the proposed ERCOT Business Practice, Manual Deployment and Recall of Responsive Reserve Service during Scarcity Conditions; and that related issues noted by the PDCWG will be discussed at the June 19, 2014 Energy Emergency Alert (EEA) Workshop.  

Bob Green moved to waive notice to consider the ERCOT Business Practice, Manual Deployment and Recall of Responsive Reserve Service during Scarcity Conditions.  Clayton Greer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. R. Jones moved to endorse the ERCOT Business Practice, Manual Deployment and Recall of Responsive Reserve Service during Scarcity Conditions, with the expectation that future similar initiatives would begin in the established stakeholder process.  Mr. Greer seconded the motion.  Market Participants opined that the contents of the document should be incorporated into appropriate Protocol or Guide.  The motion carried unanimously.


	PLWG (see Key Documents)
Brad Schwarz reviewed recent PLWG activities.
ROS Direction Regarding Review of Constrained Generation Resources  

ROS took no action on this item.

Request for Withdrawal – Planning Guide Revision Request (PGRR) 028, Evaluation of Compliance with Reactive Requirements 
Mr. Ryno moved to approve the Request for Withdrawal of PGRR028.  Mr. R. Jones seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Confirmation of PLWG Leadership 
Mr. R. Jones moved to confirm Brad Schwarz and Brad Bell as Chair and Vice Chair, respectively, of PLWG.  Mr. Ryno seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 



	Panhandle Planning Efforts/System Strength (see Key Documents)
Mr. Schwarz reported that Sharyland has been evaluating the transmission system performance in the Panhandle region, and asked if a ROS working group might review the Weighted Short Circuit Ratio methodology developed by ERCOT and determine the appropriate criteria for minimum Point of Interconnection (POI) Short Circuit Ratio and Regional Weighted Short Circuit Ratio.  Market Participants suggested a workshop be scheduled in coordination with the DWG and the System Planning Working Group (SPWG).  



	Steady State Working Group (SSWG) (see Key Documents)
Basileo Rocha reviewed recent SSWG activities.


	Voltage Reduction Task Force (VRTF) (see Key Documents)
Spencer Burks reviewed recent VRTF activities.


	Other Business

Mr. Hatfield reminded Market Participants of the EEA Workshop scheduled for June 19, 2014.



	Adjournment
Mr. Hatfield adjourned the June 5, 2014 ROS meeting at 3:31 p.m.


� Key Documents referenced in these minutes may be accessed on the ERCOT website at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2014/06/20140605-ROS" �http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2014/06/20140605-ROS� 
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