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	Comments


While ERCOT stakeholders have a desire to move quickly to address the looming DG registration threshold trigger, Reliant Energy believes stakeholders also have agreement on expanding unregistered DG reporting requirements for competitive territories.  This topic was discussed at the DG Workshop on June 18th and consensus was reached.  Therefore, Reliant Energy would like to move forward with these DG reporting changes along with the changes to the DG registration threshold.  Reliant Energy submits the following comments to:

· Remove the duplicate requirements for unregistered DG reporting in the Protocols and replace with references to the Commercial Operations Market Guide (COPMG).  Commercial Operations Market Guide Revision Request (COPMGRR) 040 contains the updated requirements for the unregistered DG reports.

	Revised Cover Page Language

	
	

	Requested Resolution 
	Normal.

	Nodal Protocol Sections Requiring Revision 
	10.2.2, TSP and DSP Metered Entities

16.5, Registration of a Resource Entity

	Related Documents Requiring Revision/Related Revision Requests
	Commercial Operations Market Guide Revision Request (COPMGRR) 040, Alignment with NPRR719, Removal of Trigger and Requirement to Reduce the Distributed Generation (DG) Registration Threshold 

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) removes the requirement for ERCOT to reduce the DG registration threshold when the aggregated unregistered installed capacity of DG greater than 50 kW in any one Load Zone reaches 10 MW.

	Reason for Revision
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  Addresses current operational issues.
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  Meets Strategic goals (tied to the ERCOT Strategic Plan or directed by the ERCOT Board).
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  Market efficiencies or enhancements
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  Administrative
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  Regulatory requirements
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  Other:  (explain)

(please select all that apply)

	Business Case
	Upon review by ERCOT and stakeholders, it was determined that the requirement to reduce the DG registration threshold when the aggregated unregistered installed capacity of DG greater than 50 kW in any one Load Zone reaches 10 MW was intended to bring attention to the growing level of DG and its potential operational and market ramifications.  Issues related to the growing level of DG are being addressed by a TAC taskforce and maintaining the DG registration threshold, currently at 1 MW, will alleviate the burden of existing DG facility owners from the requirement to become an ERCOT Member and to register their Resource(s).  ERCOT will continue to track and report the unregistered installed capacity of DG greater than 50 kW and equal to or below the current DG registration threshold by Load Zone.  This NPRR supports the ERCOT strategic pillar, Flexible Market Design, by responding effectively to changes in market rules while maintaining a highly reliable grid and open access to the market.


	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


10.2.2
TSP and DSP Metered Entities

(1)
Each Transmission Service Provider (TSP) and Distribution Service Provider (DSP) is responsible for supplying ERCOT with meter data associated with:

(a)
All Loads using the ERCOT System;

(b)
Any All-Inclusive Generation Resource that delivers less than ten MW to the ERCOT System and that is connected directly to the distribution system; a DSP may make some or all such meters ERCOT-Polled Settlement (EPS) compliant and may request that ERCOT poll the meters.  Notwithstanding the foregoing sentence, meter data is not required from: 

(i)
Generation owned by a Non-Opt-In Entity (NOIE) and used for the NOIE’s self-use (not serving Customer Load); 

(ii)
Distributed Renewable Generation (DRG) with a design capacity less than 50 kW interconnected to a DSP where the owner chooses not to have the out-flow measured in accordance with P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.213, Metering for Distributed Renewable Generation; and

(iii)
Distributed Generation (DG) interconnected to a DSP behind a registered NOIE boundary metering point, not registered as a Generation Resource and with an installed capacity below the DG registration threshold, as determined in Section 16.5, Registration of a Resource Entity, and posted on the Market Information System (MIS) Public Area.     

(c)
NOIE or External Load Serving Entity (ELSE) points of delivery where metering points are radial Loads and are unidirectionally metered.  A TSP or DSP has the option of making some or all such meters EPS compliant and to request that ERCOT poll the meters; and

(d)
Generation participating in a current Emergency Response Service (ERS) Contract Period, where such generation only exports energy to the ERCOT System during an ERS deployment or ERS test.
(2)
Each TSP and DSP is responsible for the following:

(a)
Compliance with the procedures and standards in this Section, the Settlement Metering Operating Guide (SMOG) and the Operating Guides; 

(b)
Installation, control, and maintenance of the Settlement Metering Facilities, as more fully described in this Section and the SMOG, which includes meters, recorders, instrument transformers, wiring, and miscellaneous equipment required to measure electrical energy;

(c)
Costs incurred in the installation and maintenance of these Metering Facilities and communications except for incremental costs incurred for functions not required for the Settlement of the Load or All-Inclusive Resource.  These incremental costs shall be borne by the Entities requesting the service pursuant to the TSP or DSP tariffs; 

(d)
Installation, maintenance, data collection, and related communications, telemetry for the Metering Facilities, and related services necessary to meet the mandatory Interval Data Recorder (IDR) Meter requirements detailed in this Section, Section 18, Load Profiling, and the SMOG; and

(e)
Providing ERCOT with any data required by ERCOT for reporting purposes on unregistered DG as specified in Commercial Operations Market Guide Section 10.3, Unregistered Distributed Generation Reports.




16.5
Registration of a Resource Entity 

(1)
A Resource Entity owns or controls an All-Inclusive Resource connected to the ERCOT System.  Each Resource Entity operating in the ERCOT Region must register with ERCOT.  To become registered as a Resource Entity, an Entity must execute a Standard Form Market Participant Agreement (using the form in Section 22, Attachment A, Standard Form Market Participant Agreement), designate Resource Entity Authorized Representatives, contacts, and a User Security Administrator (USA) (per the Application for Registration as a Resource Entity), and demonstrate to ERCOT’s reasonable satisfaction that it is capable of performing the functions of a Resource Entity under these Protocols.  The Resource Entity shall provide Resource Registration data pursuant to Planning Guide Section 6.8.2, Resource Registration Process, for each All-Inclusive Resource through ERCOT registration, except for Distributed Generation (DG) with an installed capacity equal to or lower than the DG registration threshold.  A Resource Entity may submit a proposal to register the aggregation of non-wind generators as an Aggregate Generation Resource (AGR) which ERCOT may grant at its sole discretion.

	[NPRR588:  Replace paragraph (1) above with the following upon system implementation:] 

(1)
A Resource Entity owns or controls an All-Inclusive Resource connected to the ERCOT System.  Each Resource Entity operating in the ERCOT Region must register with ERCOT.  To become registered as a Resource Entity, an Entity must execute a Standard Form Market Participant Agreement (using the form in Section 22, Attachment A, Standard Form Market Participant Agreement), designate Resource Entity Authorized Representatives, contacts, and a User Security Administrator (USA) (per the Application for Registration as a Resource Entity), and demonstrate to ERCOT’s reasonable satisfaction that it is capable of performing the functions of a Resource Entity under these Protocols.  The Resource Entity shall provide Resource Registration data pursuant to Planning Guide Section 6.8.2, Resource Registration Process, for each All-Inclusive Resource through ERCOT registration, except for Distributed Generation (DG) with an installed capacity equal to or lower than the DG registration threshold.  A Resource Entity may submit a proposal to register the aggregation of non-Intermittent Renewable Resource (IRR) generators as an Aggregate Generation Resource (AGR) which ERCOT may grant at its sole discretion.


(2)
Prior to commissioning, Resources Entities will regularly update the data necessary for modeling.  These updates will reflect the best available information at the time submitted.

(3)
Following ERCOT’s receipt of a new or amended Standard Generation Interconnection Agreement (SGIA) or a letter from a duly authorized official from the Municipally Owned Utility (MOU) or Electric Cooperative (EC), ERCOT shall review the description of the proposed All-Inclusive Generation Resource in Exhibit “C” (or similar exhibit) to the SGIA and the data submitted pursuant to Planning Guide Section 6.8.2, to assess whether the Resource, as proposed, would violate any operational standards established in the Protocols, Planning Guide, Nodal Operating Guides, and Other Binding Documents.  ERCOT must provide its determination to the Transmission Service Provider (TSP) and the owner of the proposed Resource within 60 days of the date ERCOT receives the new or amended SGIA or letter from a duly authorized official from the MOU or EC.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, this determination shall not preclude ERCOT from subsequently determining that the Resource violates any operational standards established in the Protocols, Planning Guide, Nodal Operating Guides, and Other Binding Documents or from taking any appropriate action based on that determination.

(4)
If, at any time before allowing initial synchronization of an All-Inclusive Generation Resource with the ERCOT System following the execution of a new or amended SGIA or ERCOT’s receipt of a letter from a duly authorized official from the MOU or EC, ERCOT reasonably determines that the Resource may violate operational standards established in the Protocols, Planning Guide, Nodal Operating Guides, and Other Binding Documents, ERCOT may require the affected Resource Entity to demonstrate to ERCOT’s reasonable satisfaction that the Resource can comply with these standards before the Resource will be permitted to synchronize.  ERCOT must promptly identify the particular provision that it determines may be violated and the factual basis for this determination.  ERCOT may refuse to allow initial synchronization if the Resource Entity cannot demonstrate that the Resource can comply with these standards.  Upon review of the Resource Entity’s response to that determination, ERCOT must promptly notify the Resource Entity whether the possible violation of operational standards established in the Protocols, Planning Guide, Nodal Operating Guides, and Other Binding Documents has been remedied.  

(5)
DG with an installed capacity greater than one MW, the DG registration threshold, must register with ERCOT.  ERCOT shall produce quarterly reports on the total unregistered installed capacity of DG as specified in Commercial Operations Market Guide (COPMG) Section 10.3, Unregistered Distributed Generation Reports.  
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