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	Comments


TIEC submits these comments in response to the revised ERCOT comments dated July 2, 2015.  TIEC reserves the right to comment further based on comments and changes submitted by other market participants.  
TIEC conceptually agrees with many of the concerns with ERCOT’s comments raised by CenterPoint, Cross Texas, and Luminant Energy Company, LLC.  TIEC has the following similar concerns with the 7/2/15 ERCOT comments: 
(1)
Consistent practices should be used for the Regional Transmission Plan (RTP) and Regional Planning Group (RPG) studies.  If the RPG study process is inconsistent with the RTP planning process, projects may be identified and pursued based on the RTP that are set up to fail in the RPG process purely by virtue of the disparate standards.  This is not an efficient result.  Other parties have proposed language to address this issue and TIEC supports that objective, but has not made any additional changes below to avoid duplication.  
(2)
ERCOT should at least retain the flexibility to scale loads in any area outside the study area to reflect historical load levels in that area during the peak of the area under study.  Like other commenters, TIEC is unclear as to how ERCOT will apply the proposed restriction not to conduct load scaling in any Weather Zone where a circuit with an identified reliability criteria violation is located under paragraph (3)(i) of Section 3.1.3, Project Evaluation, and how this would impact the ability to scale for the non-coincident peak circumstances described above.  More flexibility should be retained to accurately capture potential load conditions and the potential relationships between Weather Zone peaks, in particular.    
(3)
TIEC opposes new paragraph (4) of Section 3.1.3, which requires ERCOT to add Generation Resources outside the study area that have signed SGIAs.  It is not apparent that this is preferable to or more accurate than reasonable load scaling.  
(4)
Specific large load additions that are reasonably certain and verifiable should be included in the planning studies.  Excluding these loads will not accurately reflect expected load conditions, particularly for large, blocky industrial additions.  TIEC would support either Luminant’s or CenterPoint’s comments to paragraph (7) of Section 3.1.4.1.1, Regional Transmission Plan Cases.  Both generally incorporate the concept that the current “higher of” methodology would be used, whereby the higher of the SSWG or 90th percentile peak load for the Weather Zone is used.  Both sets of comments also strike the word “publicly” and TIEC agrees with this change in particular.  There may be projects that are yet not publicly announced but are sufficiently verifiable to be included in a planning study.  
TIEC supports the revisions by other parties (CenterPoint, Luminant, Cross Texas) addressing the substantive issues identified above, and has not provided additional language revisions at this time to avoid conflict and duplication.  
TIEC would recommend tabling this item to allow stakeholders to further analyze the comments submitted by other parties before PLWG action.  For instance, CenterPoint, Luminant, Cross Texas and TIEC appear to have similar objectives, but have proposed competing language to address their concerns.  Additional time could facilitate consensus on these issues.   Parties also have not had an adequate opportunity to digest and respond to the NRG/Calpine comments that were recently submitted.  
Due to the TIEC Annual Meeting, which is the same day as the PLWG meeting, TIEC is unlikely to have a representative at the meeting, but looks forward to continuing work on these issues.   
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None at this time.  
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