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	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) revises the language in Section 8.1.1.2.1.4, Voltage Support Service Qualification, to reference the reactive power testing requirements in the Nodal Operating Guides and reflect the revisions to harmonize the Nodal Protocol requirements with recently approved NERC Standards.
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	Business Case

	Qualitative Benefits
	· The NPRR is required to maintain consistency with the revised testing requirements specidied in Section 3 of the Nodal Operating Guides.

	Quantitative Benefits
	· The Nodal Operating Guides were revised to provide a more concise description of the reactive testing requirements in ERCOT.
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Luminant Energy Company LLC (Luminant) submits the proposed revisions to the Nodal Protocols to provide clarity around and consistency with the reactive testing requirements which have been proposed as a change to the Nodal Operating Guides.  Luminant collaborated with several other Generation Resource operators to develop the revisions proposed here and in the NOGRR submitted to update the reactive testing requirements in ERCOT to be consistent with the reactive testing required by the implementation of NERC standard MOD-025-1. 
The use of the term “unit” is replaced with the more descriptive terms “generator” or “Generation Resource” as appropriate.  The term “unit” is not defined in the ERCOT Protocols or Guides and creates confusion when used in testing and equipment requirements and procedures.  The term Corrected Unit Reactive Limit (CURL) is replaced with Corrected Generation Reactive Limit (CGRL) to reflect that the Reactive Limits are measured and reported for each generator within a Generation Resource configuration with the exception of Intermittent Renewable Resources (IRRs) which are measured and reported at the generation step up transformer (GSU) or Point of Interconnection (POI). 

	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


2.1     DEFINITIONS



3.15
Voltage Support

(1)
ERCOT in coordination with the Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) shall establish and update, as necessary, the ERCOT System Voltage Profile for all Electrical Buses used for Voltage Support in the ERCOT System and shall post all Voltage Profiles on the Market Information System (MIS) Secure Area.  ERCOT may temporarily modify its requirements based on current system conditions.  

(2)
All Generation Resources (including self-serve generating units) that have a gross generating unit rating greater than 20 MVA or those units connected at the same Point of Interconnection (POI) that have gross generating unit ratings aggregating to greater than 20 MVA, that supply power to the ERCOT Transmission Grid, shall provide Voltage Support Service (VSS).

(3)
Generation Resources required to provide VSS shall comply with the following Reactive Power Requirements:  

(a)
An over-excited (lagging or producing) power factor capability of 0.95 or less determined at the generating unit's maximum net power to be supplied to the ERCOT Transmission Grid and at the transmission system Voltage Profile established by ERCOT, both measured at the POI;

(b)
An under-excited (leading or absorbing) power factor capability of 0.95 or less, determined at the generating unit's maximum net power to be supplied to the ERCOT Transmission Grid and at the transmission system Voltage Profile established by ERCOT, both measured at the POI;  

(c)
Reactive Power capability shall be available at all MW output levels and may be met through a combination of the Corrected Generator Reactive Limit (CGRL), which is the generating unit’s dynamic leading and lagging operating capability, and/or dynamic VAr capable devices.  This Reactive Power profile is depicted graphically as a rectangle.  For Intermittent Renewable Resources (IRRs), the Reactive Power requirements shall be available at all MW output levels at or above 10% of the IRR’s nameplate capacity.  When an IRR is operating below 10% of its nameplate capacity and is unable to support voltage at the POI, ERCOT may require an IRR to disconnect from the ERCOT System for purposes of maintaining reliability; and

(d)
As part of the technical Resource requirements to begin commercial operations, all Generation Resources must conduct an engineering study, or demonstrate through performance testing, compliance with the Reactive Power capability requirements of this Section 3.15.  Any study or testing results must be accepted by ERCOT prior to commercial operations.  

(4)
Wind-powered Generation Resources (WGRs) that commenced operation on or after February 17, 2004, and have a signed Standard Generation Interconnection Agreement (SGIA) on or before December 1, 2009 (“Existing Non-Exempt WGRs”), must be capable of producing a defined quantity of Reactive Power to maintain a Voltage Profile established by ERCOT in accordance with the Reactive Power requirements established in paragraph (3) above, except in the circumstances described in paragraph (a) below.  

(a)
Existing Non-Exempt WGRs whose current design does not allow them to meet the Reactive Power requirements established in paragraph (3) above must conduct an engineering study using the Summer/Fall 2010 on-peak/off-peak Voltage Profiles, or conduct performance testing to determine their actual Reactive Power capability.  Any study or testing results must be accepted by ERCOT.  The Reactive Power requirements applicable to these Existing Non-Exempt WGRs will be the greater of: the leading and lagging Reactive Power capabilities established by the Existing Non-Exempt WGR’s engineering study or testing results; or Reactive Power proportional to the real power output of the Existing Non-Exempt WGR (this Reactive Power profile is depicted graphically as a triangle) sufficient to provide an over-excited (lagging) power factor capability of 0.95 or less and an under-excited (leading) power factor capability of 0.95 or less, both determined at the transmission system Voltage Profile established by ERCOT, and both measured at the POI.

(i)
Existing Non-Exempt WGRs shall submit the engineering study results or testing results to ERCOT no later than five Business Days after its completion.

(ii)
Existing Non-Exempt WGRs shall update any and all Resource Registration data regarding their Reactive Power capability documented by the engineering study results or testing results.

(iii)
If the Existing Non-Exempt WGR’s engineering study results or testing results indicate that the WGR is not able to provide Reactive Power capability that meets the triangle profile described in paragraph (4)(a) above, then the Existing Non-Exempt WGR will take steps necessary to meet that Reactive Power requirement depicted graphically as a triangle by a date mutually agreed upon by the Existing Non-Exempt WGR and ERCOT.  The Existing Non-Exempt WGR may meet the Reactive Power requirement through a combination of the WGR’s CGRL and/or automatically switchable static VAr capable devices and/or dynamic VAr capable devices.  No later than five Business Days after completion of the steps to meet that Reactive Power requirement, the Existing Non-Exempt WGR will update any and all Resource Registration data regarding its Reactive Power and provide written notice to ERCOT that it has completed the steps necessary to meet its Reactive Power requirement.

(iv)
For purposes of measuring future compliance with Reactive Power requirements for Existing Non-Exempt WGRs, results from performance testing or the Summer/Fall 2010 on-peak/off-peak Voltage Profiles utilized in the Existing Non-Exempt WGR’s engineering study shall be the basis for measuring compliance, even if the Voltage Profiles provided to the Existing Non-Exempt WGR are revised for other purposes.

(b)
Existing Non-Exempt WGRs whose current design allows them to meet the Reactive Power requirements established in paragraph (3) above (depicted graphically as a rectangle) shall continue to comply with that requirement.  ERCOT, with cause, may request that these Existing Non-Exempt WGRs provide further evidence, including an engineering study, or performance testing, to confirm accuracy of Resource Registration data supporting their Reactive Power capability.

(5)
Qualified Renewable Generation Resources (as described in Section 14, State of Texas Renewable Energy Credit Trading Program) in operation before February 17, 2004, required to provide VSS and all other Generation Resources required to provide VSS that were in operation prior to September 1, 1999, whose current design does not allow them to meet the Reactive Power requirements established in paragraph (3) above, will be required to maintain a Reactive Power requirement as defined by the Generation Resource’s CGRL that was submitted to ERCOT and established per the criteria in the ERCOT Operating Guides.

(6)
New generating units connected before May 17, 2005, whose owners demonstrate to ERCOT’s satisfaction that design and/or equipment procurement decisions were made prior to February 17, 2004, based upon previous standards, whose design does not allow them to meet the Reactive Power requirements established in paragraph (3) above, will be required to maintain a Reactive Power requirement as defined by the Generation Resource’s URL that was submitted to ERCOT and established per the criteria in the Operating Guides.

(7)
For purposes of meeting the Reactive Power requirements in paragraphs (3) through (6) above, multiple generation units including wind turbines shall, at a Generation Entity’s option, be treated as a single Generation Resource or WGR if the units are connected to the same transmission bus.

	[NPRR588:   Replace paragraph (7) above with the following upon system implementation:]

(7)
For purposes of meeting the Reactive Power requirements in paragraphs (3) through (6) above, multiple generation units including IRRs shall, at a Generation Entity’s option, be treated as a single Generation Resource if the units are connected to the same transmission bus.


(8)
Generation Entities may submit to ERCOT specific proposals to meet the Reactive Power requirements established in paragraph (3) above by employing a combination of the URL and added VAr capability, provided that the added VAr capability shall be automatically switchable static and/or dynamic VAr devices.  A Generation Resource and TSP may enter into an agreement in which the proposed static VAr devices can be switchable using Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA).  ERCOT may, at its sole discretion, either approve or deny a specific proposal, provided that in either case, ERCOT shall provide the submitter an explanation of its decision.

(9)
A Generation Resource and TSP may enter into an agreement in which the Generation Resource compensates the TSP to provide VSS to meet the Reactive Power requirements of paragraph (3) above in part or in whole.  The TSP shall certify to ERCOT that the agreement complies with the Reactive Power requirements of paragraph (3).  

(10)
Unless specifically approved by ERCOT, no unit equipment replacement or modification at a Generation Resource shall reduce the capability of the unit below the Reactive Power requirements that applied prior to the replacement or modification.

(11)
Generation Resources shall not reduce high reactive loading on individual units during abnormal conditions without the consent of ERCOT unless equipment damage is imminent.

(12)
All WGRs must provide a Real-Time SCADA point that communicates to ERCOT the number of wind turbines that are available for real power and/or Reactive Power injection into the ERCOT Transmission Grid.  WGRs must also provide two other Real-Time SCADA points that communicate to ERCOT the following:  

(a)
The number of wind turbines that are not able to communicate and whose status is unknown; and 

(b)
The number of wind turbines out of service and not available for operation.  

	[NPRR588:  Insert paragraph (13) below upon system implementation and renumber accordingly:]

(13)
All PhotoVoltaic Generation Resources (PVGRs) must provide a Real-Time SCADA point that communicates to ERCOT the capacity of PhotoVoltaic (PV) equipment that is available for real power and/or Reactive Power injection into the ERCOT Transmission Grid.  PVGRs must also provide two other Real-Time SCADA points that communicate to ERCOT the following:

(a)
The capacity of PV equipment that is not able to communicate and whose status is unknown; and

(b)
The capacity of PV equipment that is out of service and not available for operation.


(13)
For the purpose of complying with the Reactive Power requirements under this Section 3.15, Reactive Power losses that occur on privately-owned transmission lines behind the POI may be compensated by automatically switchable static VAr capable devices.
6.5.7.7
Voltage Support Service

(1)
ERCOT shall coordinate with TSPs the creation and maintenance of Voltage Profiles as described in Section 3.15, Voltage Support.

(2)
ERCOT, or TSPs designated by ERCOT, shall instruct QSEs having Generation Resources required to provide Voltage Support Service (VSS), to make adjustments for voltage support within the Corrected Generation Reactive Limit (CGRL) provided by the QSE to ERCOT.  A Generation Resource providing VSS may not be requested to reduce MW output so as to provide additional MVAr, nor may they be requested to operate on a voltage schedule outside the CGRL specified by the QSE without a Dispatch Instruction requesting Resource-specific Dispatch.

(3)
ERCOT and TSPs shall develop operating procedures specifying Voltage Profiles of transmission-controlled reactive Resources to minimize the dependence on generation-supplied reactive Resources.  For Generation Resources required to provide VSS, GSU transformer tap settings must be managed to maximize the use of the ERCOT System for all Market Participants while maintaining adequate reliability.

(4)
Each TSP, under ERCOT’s direction, is responsible for monitoring and ensuring that all Generation Resources required to provide VSS dynamic reactive sources in a local area are deployed in approximate proportion to their respective installed Reactive Power capability requirements.

(5)
Each Generation Resource required to provide VSS shall support the transmission voltage at the Point of Interconnection (POI) to the ERCOT Transmission Grid, or at the transmission bus in accordance with paragraph (7) of Section 3.15, Voltage Support, as directed by ERCOT within the operating Reactive Power capability of the Resource.

(6)
Each QSE providing VSS shall meet the deployment performance requirements specified in Section 8, Performance Monitoring.

6.6.7
Voltage Support Settlement 

6.6.7.1
Voltage Support Service Payments 

(1)
All other Generation Resources shall be eligible for compensation for Reactive Power production in accordance with Section 6.5.7.7, Voltage Support Service, only if ERCOT issues a Dispatch Instruction that results in the following unit operation:

(a)
When ERCOT instructs the Generation Resource to exceed its Corrected Generator Reactive Limits (CGRL) and the Generation Resource provides additional Reactive Power, then ERCOT shall pay for the additional Reactive Power provided at a price that recognizes the avoided cost of reactive support Resources on the transmission network.

(b)
Any real power reduction directed by ERCOT through VDIs to provide for additional reactive capability for voltage support must be compensated as a lost opportunity payment

(2)
The payment for a given 15-minute Settlement Interval to each QSE representing a Generation Resource that operates in accordance with an ERCOT Dispatch Instruction is calculated as follows:

Depending on the Dispatch Instruction, payment for Volt-Amperes reactive (VAr):

If VSSVARLAG q, r > 0

VSSVARAMT q, r
=
(-1) * VSSVARPR * VSSVARLAG q, r
If VSSVARLEAD q, r > 0

VSSVARAMT q, r
=
(-1) * VSSVARPR * VSSVARLEAD q, r
Where:

VSSVARLAG q, r
=
Max [0, Min (¼ * VSSVARIOL q, r, RTVAR q, r) – (¼ * CGRLLAG q, r)]

VSSVARLEAD q, r
=
Max {0, [(¼ * CGRLLEAD q, r ) – Max ((¼ * VSSVARIOL q, r), RTVAR q, r)]}

CGRLLAG q,r
=
0.32868 * HSL q,r 
CGRLLEAD q,r
=
(-1) * 0.32868 * HSL q,r
The above variables are defined as follows:

	Variable
	Unit
	Definition

	VSSVARAMT q, r
	$
	Voltage Support Service VAr Amount per QSE per Generation Resource - The payment to QSE q for the VSS provided by Generation Resource r, for the 15-minute Settlement Interval.  Where for a combined cycle resource, r is a Combined Cycle Train.

	VSSVARPR
	$/MVArh
	Voltage Support Service VAr Price - The price for instructed MVAr beyond a Generation Resource’s CGRL currently is $2.65/MVArh (based on $50.00/installed kVAr).

	VSSVARLAG q, r
	MVArh
	Voltage Support Service VAr Lagging per QSE per Generation Resource - The instructed portion of the Reactive Power above the Generation Resource’s lagging CGRL for Generation Resource r represented by QSE q, for the 15-minute Settlement Interval.  Where for a combined cycle resource, r is a Combined Cycle Train.

	VSSVARLEAD q, r
	MVArh
	Voltage Support Service VAr Leading per QSE per Generation Resource - The instructed portion of the Reactive Power below the Generation Resource’s leading URL for Generation Resource r represented by QSE q, for the 15-minute Settlement Interval.  Where for a combined cycle resource, r is a Combined Cycle Train.

	VSSVARIOL q, r
	MVAr
	Voltage Support Service VAr Instructed Output Level per QSE per Generation Resource—The instructed Reactive Power output level of Generation Resource r represented by QSE q, lagging Reactive Power if positive and leading Reactive Power if negative, for the 15-minute Settlement Interval.  Where for a combined cycle resource, r is a Combined Cycle Train.

	RTVAR q, r
	MVArh
	Real-Time VAr per QSE per Resource—The netted Reactive Energy measured for Generation Resource r represented by QSE q, for the 15-minute Settlement Interval.  Where for a combined cycle resource, r is a Combined Cycle Train.

	CGRLLAG q, r
	MVAr
	Corrected Generator Reactive LimitLagging per QSE per Resource—The CGRL for lagging Reactive Power of the Generation Resource r represented by QSE q as determined in accordance with these Protocols.  Its value is positive.  Where for a combined cycle resource, r is a Combined Cycle Train.

	CGRLLEAD q, r
	MVAr
	Corrected Generator Reactive Limit Leading per QSE per Resource—The CGRL for leading Reactive Power of the Generation Resource r represented by QSE q as determined in accordance with these Protocols.  Its value is negative.  Where for a combined cycle resource, r is a Combined Cycle Train.

	HSL q, r
	MW
	High Sustained Limit—The HSL of a Generation Resource as defined in Section 2, Definitions, for the hour that includes the Settlement Interval i.  Where for a combined cycle resource, r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource.

	Q
	none
	A QSE.

	R
	none
	A Generation Resource.


(3)
The total additional compensation to each QSE for voltage support service for the 15-minute Settlement Interval is calculated as follows:

VSSVARAMTQSETOTq =  
[image: image7.wmf]å

r

 VSSVARAMTq,r

	Variable
	Unit
	Definition

	VSSVARAMT q, r
	$
	Voltage Support Service VAr Amount per QSE per Generation Resource—The payment to QSE q for the VSS provided by Generation Resource r, for the 15-minute Settlement Interval.  Where for a combined cycle resource, r is a Combined Cycle Train.

	VSSVARAMTQSETOT q
	$
	Voltage Support VAr Amount QSE total per QSE—The total of the payments to QSE q as compensation for VSS by this QSE for the 15-minute settlement interval.

	Q
	none
	A QSE.

	R
	none
	A Generation Resource.


(4)
The lost opportunity payment, if applicable:

VSSEAMT q, r

=
(-1) * Max (0, RTSPP p * Max (0, (HSL q, r * ¼ - RTMG q, r)) – (RTICHSL q, r – RTVSSAIEC q, r * (RTMG q, r - LSL q, r * ¼)))

Where:
RTICHSL q, r

=
RTHSLAIEC q, r * (¼ * HSL q, r – ¼ * LSL q, r)

The above variables are defined as follows:

	Variable
	Unit
	Definition

	VSSEAMT q, r
	$
	Voltage Support Service Energy Amount per QSE per Generation Resource—The lost opportunity payment to QSE q for ERCOT-directed VSS from Generation Resource r for the 15-minute Settlement Interval.  Where for a combined cycle resource, r is a Combined Cycle Train.

	RTMG q, r
	MWh
	Real-Time Metered Generation per QSE per Resource—The Real-Time metered generation of Generation Resource r represented by QSE q, for the 15-minute Settlement Interval.  Where for a combined cycle resource, r is a Combined Cycle Train.

	RTSPP p
	$
	Real-Time Settlement Point Price—The Real-Time SPP at the Resource Node for the 15-minute Settlement Interval.  

	RTVSSAIEC q, r
	$/MWh
	Real-Time Average Incremental Energy Cost per QSE per Resource—The average incremental cost to operate (not subject to cost cap) the Generation Resource r represented by QSE q from its LSL to its metered MW output, for the 15-minute Settlement Interval.  Where for a combined cycle resource, r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource.

	RTICHSL q, r
	$
	Real-Time Incremental Cost Corresponding with HSL per QSE per Resource—The incremental cost to operate (not subject to cost cap) Generation Resource r represented by QSE q from its LSL to its HSL, for the 15-minute Settlement Interval.  Where for a combined cycle resource, r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource.

	RTHSLAIEC q, r
	$/MWh
	Real-Time Average Incremental Energy Cost for the entire Energy Offer Curve through the HSL per QSE per Resource—The average incremental cost to operate (not subject to cost cap) the Generation Resource r represented by QSE q from its LSL to its HSL, for the 15-minute Settlement Interval.  Where for a combined cycle resource, r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource.

	HSL q,  r
	MW
	High Sustained Limit Generation per QSE per Settlement Point per Resource—The HSL of Generation Resource r represented by QSE q at Resource Node p for the hour that includes the 15-minute Settlement Interval.  Where for a combined cycle resource, r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource.

	LSL q,  r
	MW
	Low Sustained Limit Generation per QSE per Settlement Point per Resource—The LSL of Generation Resource r represented by QSE q at Resource Node p for the hour that includes the 15-minute Settlement Interval.  Where for a combined cycle resource, r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource.

	q
	none
	A QSE.

	r
	none
	A Generation Resource.

	p
	none
	A Resource Node Settlement Point.


(5)
The total of the payments to each QSE for ERCOT-directed power reduction to provide VSS for a given 15-minute Settlement Interval is calculated as follows:

VSSEAMTQSETOT q
=
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r

VSSEAMT q,r
The above variables are defined as follows:

	Variable
	Unit
	Definition

	VSSEAMTQSETOT q
	$
	Voltage Support Service Lost Opportunity Amount QSE Total per QSE(The total of the lost opportunity payments to QSE q for providing VSS for providing ERCOT-directed VSS for the 15-minute Settlement Interval.

	VSSEAMT q, r
	$
	Voltage Support Service Energy Amount per QSE per Settlement Point per Generation Resource—The lost opportunity payment to QSE q for ERCOT-directed VSS from Generation Resource r for the 15-minute Settlement Interval for the 15-minute Settlement Interval.  Where for a combined cycle resource, r is a Combined Cycle Train.

	Q
	none
	A QSE.

	R
	none
	A Generation Resource.


8.1
QSE and Resource Performance Monitoring

(1)
ERCOT shall develop a Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)- and ERCOT Board-approved Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) and Resource monitoring program to be included in the Operating Guides.  Nothing in this Section changes the process for amending the Operating Guides.  The metrics developed by ERCOT and approved by TAC and the ERCOT Board must include the provisions of this Section.

(2)
Each QSE and Resource shall meet performance measures as described in this Section and in the Operating Guides.

(3)
ERCOT shall monitor and post the following categories of performance:

(a)
Real-Time data, for QSEs:

(i)
Telemetry performance

(b)
Regulation control performance, for QSEs and as applicable, Resource-specific performance (see also Section 8.1.1, QSE Ancillary Service and Reserves Performance Standards);

(c)
Compliance with valid Dispatch Instructions, for QSEs and Generation Resources;

	[NPRR657: Delete paragraph (c) above upon system implementation and renumber accordingly.]


(d)
Hydro responsive testing for Generation Resources;

(e)
Supplying and validating data for generator models, as requested by ERCOT, for Generation Resources;

(f)
Outage scheduling and coordination, for QSEs and Resources;

(g)
Resource-specific Responsive Reserve (RRS) performance for QSEs and Resources;

(h)
Resource-specific Non-Spinning Reserve (Non-Spin) performance, for QSEs and Resources;

(i)
Outage reporting, by QSEs for Resources;

(j)
Current Operating Plan (COP) metrics, for QSEs; and

(k)
Day-Ahead Reliability Unit Commitment (DRUC) and Hourly Reliability Unit Commitment (HRUC) commitment performance by QSEs and Generation Resources. 

	[NPRR257 and NPRR657:  Replace or insert applicable paragraphs of Section 8.1, QSE and Resource Performance Monitoring, above, with the following upon system implementation:]

8.1
QSE and Resource Performance Monitoring

(1)
ERCOT shall develop a Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)- and ERCOT Board-approved Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) and Resource monitoring program to be included in the Operating Guides.  Nothing in this Section changes the process for amending the Operating Guides.  The metrics developed by ERCOT and approved by TAC and the ERCOT Board must include the provisions of this Section.

(2)
Each QSE and Resource shall meet performance measures as described in this Section and in the Operating Guides.

(3)
ERCOT shall monitor and post the following categories of performance:

(a)
Net dependable real power capability testing, for Resources;

(b)
Reactive testing, for Generation Resources, to validate Corrected Generation Reactive Limit (CGRL);

(c)
Real-Time data, for QSEs:

(i)
Telemetry performance;

(ii)
Communications system performance; 

(iii)
Operational data requirements required under Section 6.5.5.2, Operational Data Requirements.

(d)
Regulation control performance, for QSEs and as applicable, Resource-specific performance (see also Section 8.1.1, QSE Ancillary Service and Reserves Performance Standards);

(e)
Hydro responsive testing for Generation Resources;

(f)
Black Start Service (BSS) test results for QSEs and Generation Resources posted to the Market Information System (MIS) Certified Area;

(g)
Supplying and validating data for generator models, as requested by ERCOT, for Generation Resources;

(h)
Outage scheduling and coordination, for QSEs and Resources;

(i)
Resource-specific Responsive Reserve (RRS) performance for QSEs and Resources;

(j)
The QSE backup control plan for Resource energy deployment in the event of the loss of a communication path with ERCOT.  ERCOT will test these plans randomly at least once a year for QSEs representing Resources; 

(k)
Resource-specific Non-Spinning Reserve (Non-Spin) performance, for QSEs and Resources;

(l)
24 hours per day, seven days per week qualified staffing requirement, as described in the Operating Guides, for QSEs;

(m)
Automatic Voltage Regulator (AVR) requirements, for QSEs and Generation Resources;

(n)
Staffing plan for a backup control facility or procedures in the event that the primary facility is unusable, for QSEs; 

(o)
Outage reporting, by QSEs for  Resources;

(p)
Current Operating Plan (COP) metrics, for QSEs; and

(q)
Day-Ahead Reliability Unit Commitment (DRUC) and Hourly Reliability Unit Commitment (HRUC) commitment performance by QSEs and Generation Resources.


8.1.1.2.1.4
Voltage Support Service Qualification

(1)
The Resource Entity must verify and maintain its stated Reactive Power capability for each of its Generation Resources providing Voltage Support Service (VSS), as required by the Operating Guides.  Generation Resources providing VSS reactive capability limits shall be specified considering nominal voltage at the POI..

(2)
The Resource Entity shall conduct reactive capability qualification tests to verify the maximum leading and lagging reactive capability of all Generation Resources required to provide VSS.  Reactive capability tests are performed during the resource commissioning process and at a minimum of once every five years or within 12 months following the discovery of a change that affects the Resource’s Real Power or Reactive Power capability by more than 10 percent of the last reported verified capability and is expected to last more than 6 months.  ERCOT may require additional testing if it has information indicating that current data is inaccurate.  The Resource Entity is not obligated to place Generation Resources On-Line solely for the purposes of testing.  The reactive capability tests must be conducted at a time agreed to in advance by the Resource Entity, its QSE, the applicable TSP, and ERCOT.

(3)
The reactive power verification test procedure is more fully described in Nodal Operating Guides Section 3.3.2, Unit Reactive Capability Requirements.  

(4)
The Resource Entity shall perform the Automatic Voltage Regulator (AVR) tests and shall supply AVR data as specified in the Operating Guides.  The AVR tests must be performed on initial qualification.  The AVR tests must be conducted at a time agreed on in advance by the Resource Entity, its QSE, the applicable TSP and ERCOT.
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