
Draft Minutes of the ERCOT Retail Market Subcommittee (RMS) Meeting

7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744

Tuesday, January 6, 2015 - 9:30 a.m.
Attendance

Members:

	Arriaga, Laura
	TriEagle Energy
	

	Bevill, Rob
	Green Mountain Energy
	

	Brewster, Chris
	City of Eastland
	

	Callender, Wayne
	CPS Energy
	

	Crabb, Timothy
	City of College Station
	

	Gregg, Michele
	OPUC
	

	Goff, Eric
	CitiGroup Energy
	

	Helton, Bob
	GDF Suez
	

	Kelly, William
	Austin Energy 
	

	Lee, Jim  
	AEP Service Corporation   
	 Alt. for Gricelda Calzada

	McKeever, Deborah
	Oncor Electric Delivery
	

	Moschos, John
	Tenaska Power Services
	 

	Ohrt, Wendy
	South Texas Electric Cooperative
	Via Teleconference

	Peterson, Melissa
	Apex Clean Energy
	

	Pfannenstiel, Darrin
	Stream Energy
	

	Power, David
	Public Citizen
	Via Teleconference

	Rehfeldt, Diana
	Texas New Mexico Power 
	

	Scott, Kathy
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Sims, Stacia
	CoServe Electric
	Via Teleconference

	Werley, David
	Bryan Texas Utilities
	


The following proxy was assigned:

David Werley to Timothy Crabb  
Guests:

	Blackwell, Michael
	ACES Power
	Via Teleconference

	Blakely, Eric
	Just Energy
	

	Davis, Karen
	CenterPoint Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Dvorak, Christy
	Infinite Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Durham, Isabelle
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Esquivel, Al
	Direct Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Flowers, BJ
	Sharyland
	Via Teleconference

	Glass, Michael
	Sharyland
	 Via Teleconference

	Jacobs, Kaci
	TXU Energy
	 

	Jones, Monica
	Reliant
	

	Kayser, Liz
	PUCT
	Via Teleconference

	Kent, Esther
	CenterPoint Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Macias, Jesse
	AEP
	Via Teleconference

	Moore, Sheri
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Patrick, Kyle
	NRG
	

	Reed, Carolyn
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Reed, Rebecca
	NRG
	

	Rheams, Tequila
	Constellation
	Via Teleconference

	Rowley, Chris
	Oncor Electric Delivery
	

	Schatz, John
	TXU Energy
	

	Wright, Christine
	PUCT 
	 

	Young, Susan
	Direct Energy
	Via Teleconference


ERCOT Staff:

	Bauld, Mandy
	
	Via Teleconference

	Brink, Kelly
	
	

	Clifton, Suzy 
	
	

	Day, Betty
	
	Via Teleconference

	Gupta, Vikram
	
	

	Hanks, David
	
	

	Michelsen, Dave
	
	

	Pagliai, Dave
	
	

	Rienfeld, Rodney
	
	

	Thurman, Kathryn
	
	 

	Tindall, Sandra
	
	


Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.
Suzy Clifton called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m. 

Antitrust Admonition

Ms. Clifton read the ERCOT Antitrust Admonition as displayed and noted the need to comply with the ERCOT Antitrust Guidelines.  A copy of the guidelines was available for review at http://www.ercot.com/about/governance/index.html.   

Introduction of 2015 RMS Membership  

2015 RMS Members were introduced.    

Chair and Vice Chair Elections
Ms. Clifton reviewed the leadership election process per the Electric Reliability Council of Texas Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Procedures for RMS Chair and Vice-Chair and opened the floor for nominations for the 2015 RMS Chair
Debbie McKeever nominated Kathy Scott for 2015 RMS Chair.  Ms. Scott accepted the nomination.  No other nominations were offered.  Ms. Scott was named 2015 RMS Chair by acclamation.

Kathy Scott nominated Rob Bevill for 2015 RMS Vice-Chair.  Mr. Bevill accepted the nomination.  No other nominations were offered.  Mr. Bevill was named 2015 RMS Vice-Chair by acclamation

Agenda Review and Discussion

There were no changes to the agenda.  
Consider Approval of Draft RMS Meeting Minutes

December 2, 2014         

Ms. McKeever moved to approve the December 2, 2014 RMS meeting minutes as posted.  Diana Rehfeldt seconded the motion.  The motion carried with one abstention from the Independent Power Marketer (IPM) Market Segment (Citigroup Energy).

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Update (See Key Documents)

Ms. Scott reviewed highlights of the December 18, 2014 TAC meeting; including disposition of Revision Requests of special interest to RMS considered by TAC and the ERCOT organizational changes.  
	Review of RMS Reports and Impact Analyses (See Key Documents)

	RMGRR127, Efficiencies for Acquisition Transfer  

Sandra Tindall reviewed the Impact Analysis for RMGRR127; noting that there would be a less than $10,000 budgetary impact which will be absorbed by the Operations & Maintenance (O&M) budgets, that impacts would be to the registration systems only and that no project would be required.
Ms. Rehfeldt moved to endorse and forward to TAC the 12/2/14 RMS Report and Impact Analysis for RMGRR127.  Ms. McKeever seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.    
Revision Requests Tabled at RMS (See Key Documents)

RMGRR126, Additional ERCOT Validations for Customer Billing Contact Information File    

Dave Michelsen provided an update on RMGRR126; stating that the current language indicates one response file to validate that the Competitive Retailer’s (CR’s) DUNS Number (DUNS #) and Electric Service Identifiers (ESI IDs) contained in the Customer Billing Contact Information file are valid in the ERCOT registration system and that having an additional validation may be a better method of implementation.  Ms. Scott requested ERCOT provide implementation options for Texas Standard Electronic Transaction (Texas SET) Working Group review, and that the Texas SET Working Group provide their recommendation by the March 3, 2015 RMS meeting.  RMGRR126 remained tabled.  
Working Group (WG) and Task Force (TF) Reports (See Key Documents)
Texas SET Working Group   
NPRR668, Updates to Texas SET Implementation Guide Process    
Ms. Rehfeldt reviewed draft language changes for NPRR668 proposed by the Texas SET Working Group.  Market Participants made additional clarifying edits.
Ms. McKeever moved to endorse the draft NPRR668 Texas SET Working Group comments.  Darrin Pfannenstiel seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.    

RMGRR128, Reinstate Critical Care Status After Resolution of an Inadvertent Gain
Ms. Rehfeldt reviewed RMGRR128.  Market Participants were not in consensus as to which party, CR or Transmission and/or Distribution Service Provider (TDSP), should be responsible for ensuring that the critical care status is restored to an ESI ID that was lost due to an inadvertent gain.  Ms. Scott directed the Texas SET Working Group to work with the TDSPs and develop a recommendation to present at the February 3, 2015 RMS Meeting.   
Ms. McKeever moved to table RMGRR128.  Mr. Pfannenstiel seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.    

Ms. Rehfeldt provided an update on Texas SET Working Group activities, noting that the market processes being updated in the Retail Market Guide (RMG) related to the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) Project No. 41121, Rulemaking Proceeding to Amend PUC Subst. R. §25.214, Relating to Terms and Conditions of Retail Delivery Service Provided by Investor Owned Transmission and Distribution Utilities (TDUs) and Pro-Forma Retail Delivery Tariff, as adopted in P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.214, Terms and Conditions of Retail Delivery Service Provided by Investor Owned Transmission and Distribution Utilities, were in sync and the timeline matrix was finalized.  However,  there are some concerns with same day services in relationship to out-of-synch language between RMG Section 7, Safety Net Move-In, and P.U.C. Subst. R 25.487, Obligations Related to Move-In Transactions, where possible modifications to the rule are necessary.  Ms. Scott directed Texas SET Working Group  to continue  to review the P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.214 and the RMG and provide recommendations at the February 3, 2015 RMS Meeting



Texas Data Transport Working Group (TDTWG)
Isabelle Durham provided an update on TDTWG activities, including a recommendation for a Retail Testing environment.  Market Participants discussed the functionality of the Certification (CERT) Environment, noting that it was adequate for flight testing; but that there is a need for a true market facing testing environment that provides the same functionality as the PROD environment and would provide flexibility and availability for ad-hoc testing.  Ms. Scott directed TDTWG to begin drafting a System Change Request (SCR) for a Retail Test Environment. 

Advanced Metering Working Group (AMWG) 

John Schatz provided an update on AMWG activities and presented the 2014 accomplishments. 

MarkeTrak Task Force (MTTF) 

Monica Jones provided an update on MTTF activities and presented the 2014 accomplishments.    

ERCOT Updates (see Key Documents)

IT Service Availability Metrics

Dave Pagliai stated that Market Operations, Grid Operations, Retail Market IT systems and Market Data Transparency IT systems all met their respective Service Level Agreement (SLA) targets for November and December 2014.  Mr. Pagliai noted the following Retail and Market Data Transparency incidents; on November 17, 2014 MarkeTrak Application Programmatic Interface (API) and Graphical User Interface (GUI) degradation due to an application issue, November 20, 2014 missing intervals for five reports due to a database issue, and on December 15, 2014 Find ESI ID and Find Transaction intermittent response for three Market Participants due to an application issue.  Mr. Pagliai stated that on December 15, 2015 ERCOT discontinued publishing the 48 Hour Highest Price AS Offer Selected report because it may have inadvertently revealed protected information and resumed publishing once the issue was resolved.  Mr. Pagliai stated an SLA exception may be necessary for additional time on the February 28, 2015 to March 1, 2015 Retail Release.  
2015 Retail SLA

Mr. Pagliai presented the draft 2015 Retail Market IT Services SLA Agreement and highlighted variations from the 2014 version.  Mr. Pagliai reviewed the change in the release window start time to 7:00 p.m. on Saturday and the proposed change to the notice period required in an exception request from 45 to 15 days.  Mr. Pagliai stated that exception requests to the maintenance and release windows would be presented to the TDTWG, to provide a recommendation to the RMS and that if the timeframe between a TDTWG meeting where an exception is requested and the subsequent RMS meeting is greater than the required 15 days, an e-mail vote will be requested of RMS to address the exception request.  Ms. Scott directed TDTWG to review and provide recommendations that would be noticed for a vote at the February 3, 2015 RMS meeting.   
Browser Upgrade Project
Mr. Pagliai provided an update on the Browser Upgrade Project.  

Retail Projects Update

Troy Anderson presented highlights of the retail projects completed in 2014, the 2015 retail project candidates, the cash flow projection, and the in-flight bundled projects.  Mr. Anderson presented the 2014 Releases and the 2015 Release Targets.  

Flight 0215 Update

Dave Michelsen reviewed the Flight 0215 Schedule.  
Emerging Issues/Critical Upcoming Events/Other Business (See Key Documents)
	Home Area Network (HAN) Low Income Program Finalized

Rob Bevill reviewed the In Home Monitor Implementation Plan and the Retail Electric Providers (REPs) Reimbursement Invoice to submit for reimbursement of qualified expenses.  Mr. Bevill stated the HAN Low Income program, effective on January 1, 2015 totals $18.625  million; to be allocated for funding in home devices and programmable thermostats for eligible low income customers.  

RMS/COPS Workshop II - IDR Meter Protocol Requirement Threshold           

Ms. Scott provided an update on the Interval Data Recorder (IDR) Meter Protocol Requirement Threshold Workshop; noting that consensus was not reached in increasing, eliminating or keeping the IDR required threshold the same as per the Protocols and an additional workshop would be scheduled.   

AMS Data Workshop V – Save the Date

Ms. Bauld stated that AMS Data Workshop V would be on February 3, 2015, following the RMS meeting.  

2015 Inadvertent Gain Training

Ms. Scott stated inadvertent gain training will be scheduled in the second quarter of 2015 and encouraged Market Participants participation.  

Market Notice:  Annual TDSP Meter Reading Schedule Update

Kyle Patrick reviewed the process for the Annual TDSPs Meter Reading Schedule distribution, noting that the schedule must be provided by December however, with the consideration of the 60 days advance switch notice it would be beneficial for Market Participants to have the schedule produced earlier in the year and for the TDSPs to distribute a market notice when they have posted their schedule.  Ms. Scott requested TDSP’s to discuss this issue and provide their comments and/or recommendations at the February 3, 2015 RMS meeting.  

	


Adjournment

Ms. Scott adjourned the January 5, 2015 RMS meeting at 12:43 p.m.  
� Key Documents referenced in these minutes may be accessed on the ERCOT website at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2015/01/20150106-RMS" �http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2015/01/20150106-RMS�
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