



Simple Transmission Outage 
A simple Transmission Outage is a classification of outage that can be removed from service without effecting LMP prices or causing congestion.  The Outages are limited to the following 3 basic descriptions:

Expanded Bus Outage

With certain restrictions, an ongoing bus outage may be expanded to include directly connected lines that were open-ended by the bus outage if the requesting TO controls all involved equipment. The line(s) must have a single switch or breaker to isolate it from the remaining energized system.  To qualify for this expansion, the opposite end of the line/equipment newly included in the existing outage must be isolated from the next bus through opening a single switch or breaker (to prevent inadvertent disruption of a ring bus or flow). If this expansion is proposed on a 345kv device, the status of the switch or breaker to be opened, isolating the newly included equipment must be telemetered to ERCOT with a valid status prior to being opened.  Removal of the newly isolated line segment or equipment shall not swap load or change load flow magnitude or direction.  The TO shall be responsible for restoring all equipment before the scheduled end date/time of the original bus outage.

Generator Breaker Maintenance

Maintenance work on breakers that directly connect to a generator can be performed   if the unit is scheduled off line due to a planned or forced outage.  The maintenance work may be expanded to include the line open ended by that breaker, if the line segment can be isolated by a single switch or breaker.  The maintenance must end prior to the unit becoming available and must not delay the unit’s ability to return to service nor affect the unit(s)’ capability.  
Open-ended Lines

TO’s shall be responsible for coordination and switching of energized Transmission voltage level devices that directly connect to normally open-ended line segments and will not swap load or change load flow direction. 

  The criteria for a Simple Transmission Outage is that the outage request should be submitted between 1 and 2 day in advance and the outage must have a restoration time of 1 hour or less.  The duration of the outage must be 12 hours or less.   

 ERCOT will be required to give its approval or rejection within 8 business hours after receipt.    The TO will coordinate scheduling of such outages with adjacent Transmission Service Providers, Resource Facility owners/operators and impacted Qualified Scheduling Entities after receiving approval from ERCOT.

